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FAITHFUL Goo, GRATEFUL HEARTS 
Rev. Un Hock Wee 

Deuteronomy 7 : 9-"Know therefore that the Lord 

you r  God is  God; he  is  the fa ithfu l God, keep ing  h i s  

coven a nt of  l ove to  a thousa n d  generat ions  of  those 

who love h i m  a nd keep h i s  com mands."  

The word faithful i s  de rived from the Hebrew 

root word mea n i ng "to trust," or "to be l ieve." 

Th i s  i s  the  same root that g ives us the  word "amen." 

The derived mea n i ng is  that  the one so descr i bed is  

trustworthy, dependable a nd sta b le. Every t ime we 

say amen we a re rea l ly sayi ng, " I t  i s  certa i n ." o r  "Yes, 

it is a bso lute ly t rue."  He is o u r  G od whom we wors h i p  

a n d  i s  tota l ly t rustworthy. 

I. GOD'S FAITH F ULN ESS means  ... 

... . .  what H e  says w i l l  a lways be true a nd H e  i s  

ab l e  to  keep h i s  p romises. 

A. EVE R Y  WORD GOD SAYS IS TR UE 

What do  we have i n  m i n d  when we ta l k  of 

God's fa ithfu l n ess? He  means  what He  says; a n d  

what H e  says, he  ca n fu lfi l l  100 percent. God is  100 

percent re l i ab l e  a l l  the t ime  s i nce the begi n n i ng up to 

ete rn i ty. Th is  i s  beca use o u r  God i s  100 percent 

perfect a n d  wi l l  rem a i n  perfect forever. I n d eed, th is  i s  

one  of God's great att r i butes. 

When God wa rns us, He  is not b luffi ng or  

t ryi ng to tr ick  us  so that we wi l l  ta ke H im ser ious ly. 

Ne i ther  i s  He  tryi ng to sca re us, nor  is He  s imp ly 

ta k ing  adva ntage of us. When God gives wa rn i ng, He 

mea ns bus iness a nd we have to ta ke it ser ious ly. 

J u st l i ke when God asked J o n a h  to p reach i n  

N i n eveh beca use i f  not, the c ity w i l l  be doomed for 

destruct ion. S i nce the  peop le repented, they were 

spared. 

When J esus said He  wi l l  come aga i n, i ndeed 

He  w i l l  come. 

M atthew 24 :25  says; "Heave n and  earth  w i l l  

pass away, b u t  m y  words w i l l  never pass away." 

B. EVER Y  PROM ISE GOD MAKES, HE KEEPS 

I was i n  a grocery store and hea rd a fath e r  a nd 

h i s  son ta l k i ng. The son to ld  the father, "Prom ise i s  a 

p rom ise. You p romised me that you wi l l  buy  th i s. "  

Then the father  rep l ied,  " I  did p rom ise but I d id  not 

say that I 'm go ing  to buy it. " 

God a lways mean  what He  says a nd He  keeps 

a ll the  prom ises He  ma kes. When we ta l k  a bout God's 

fa ithfu l n ess, He  is a lways true to H i s  p rom ises .. How 

m a ny of us  ca n keep o u r  p rom ises? Before you 



a n swer th i s  q u estion ,  l et me  rep h rase it .  How m a ny 

of us  do exact ly what we p rom ised ? Let me rep h rase 

it aga i n .  Of a l l  the  p rom ises we ma ke, how many do 

we keep?  Do we m a ke more than what we keep?  

When we a re i n  d i stress, re member  the 

prom ise of  G od: "Wa it for the  Lord ; be st rong a n d  

ta ke hea rt and  wa it for t h e  LO R D "  (Ps 2 7 : 14 ) .  When 

we a re i n  a hope less s i tuat ion,  ta ke H i s  p romise  and  

keep  it i n  ou r  hea rts: "Why a re you downcast, O my 

sou l ?  Why so d i stu rbed with i n  me? Put you r  hope i n  

God,  fo r I wi l l  yet p ra i se h i m, m y  Savior  a n d  m y  God " 

( Ps 42 : 1 1 ) .  When we a re i n  need, j ust remember  He  

wi l l  never abandon  H i s c h i l d ren: " Fo r  he  wil l  de l ive r  

t h e  needy w h o  cry �ut, t h e  aff l i cted who have no  one  

to  he l p .  He  wi l l  ta ke p ity on  the  wea k a n d  the needy 

and save the needy from death " (Ps 72:12 -13 ) .  Even 

when we a re wea k and  l ack  the fa ith to be l ieve i n  

God,  God wi l l  not cha nge a n d  wi l l  conti n u e  to love u s  

a n d  ta ke good ca re of u s  ( 2  Ti m 2:13 ) .  

I f  we a re sens it ive enough to  know how G od 

ta kes good ca re of us,  write it down a n d  su re ly, we 

w i l l  ru n out of pa pers .  God i ndeed keeps H i s  

prom ises .  H ence, i t  means  tha t  o u r  God  ca n fu l l y  be  

trusted a n d  is  t r u l y  re l i ab l e  a n d  dependab le .  

II. G RATEF U L  H E ART 

S ince o u r  God is 100 percent re l i a b le,  then  

our  response must be . . .  

A.  WITH THAN KSG IVING AN D PRAISE 

We must not keep  it to ou rse lves but it m u st 

be exp ressed out to let the who le  wor ld know. We 

have to dec lare the  good ness and the greatness of 

o u r  God whom we worsh i p .  We h ave to adm it a n d  

proc la i m  it pub l i c ly. 

When good th i ngs ha ppen to us, we h ave to 

revea l  a n d  let peop le  know. M ost i m po rta nt of a l l , to 

H im who i s  o u r  one a n d  o n ly true God .  O u r  response 

must be done i n  a loud  vo ice .  Shout it out a n d  te l l  the 

wor ld how great and  amaz i ng our God i s ! ! !  

That i s  why Psa l m  150 says, "Pra i se h i m  with 

sou n d i ng of the tru m pet, h a rp and lyre, with a l l  k i nds  

of  m us ica l i n st rument . "  That  is a l so why i n  Psa l m  150 

a lone, the word praise a ppea rs 13  t imes .  We have to 

p ra ise H i m  for who He is a n d  fo r H i s  awesomeness .  

The word praise i s  de rived from a Lat i n  word 

wh ich  mea ns  reward or  to give a prize. When we 

p ra ise, we a re express i ng the worth i ness of God i n  

H i s  own natu re .  T h e  word a l so m e a n s  to shin e o r  

make a show by ravin g an d celebratin g. To p ra ise the 

Lord is  to prize Him and p roc l a i m  H im as  the o n ly one 

worthy of  g lory a n d  honor. 

B. WITH A WORSH IPFUL  SPIRIT 

Not on ly  do we p ra ise o u r  God with a tha n kfu l 

hea rt .  We a l so honor H i m  by wors h i p p i ng H i m  a lone  

a n d  be ing fa ithfu l to  H i m .  Th is  is  beca use we have the 

O N E  and  TRU E L IV I N G  G O D, and  He  wi l l  re m a i n  the 

same for ete rn ity. 

When God ca l l ed  Abra h a m  to leave h i s  

home land  a n d  go  to  the  l and  that  God has  p repa red, 

he  s i m p ly  packed up everyth i ng  a n d  brought h i s  

who le  fa m i ly there .  I ndeed,  Abra h a m  com p letely 

obeyed the A lm ighty God. Every t ime Abra h a m  

a r rived a t  a certa i n  p l ace, the fi rst th i ng  he  d i d  w a s  to 

b u i ld a n  a lta r to God a n d  worsh i p  H i m .  He j ust 

wanted to p ra i se a n d  g ive tha n ks to God for keep i ng 

h i s  who le  fa m i ly, serva nts a n d  l ivestock safe .  We 

know the des i re of Abra h a m  was to be with the Lord 

a n d  to honor  H i m .  We too must a lso deve lop  a des i re 

to worsh i p  H i m  d a i ly, to show H i m  that we love H i m  

a n d  revere t h e  G o d  o f  Abra ham, I saac  a n d  J acob .  

I ndeed You, o u r  Lord God ,  a re worthy to 

receive g lory a n d  honor  a n d  power! May a l l  the 

p ra ise and honor be u nto You ,  You and You a lone ! 



CHURCH LEADERSHIP: 
CHRIST, THE CORNERSTONE OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Eric Chan 

Two yea rs ago, we bega n o u r  m i n istry with a n  e m p h asis 

o n  the t h e m e  " U NITY". O u r  c h u rch t h e m e  fo r that yea r 

was "One Ch rist, O n e  Ch u rc h ". The fo l l ow i n g  yea r, t h e  

lo rd i m p ressed u po n  us to focus o n  o n e  i m po rta nt t r u t h  

concern ing Ch rist i a ns - A l l  sp i ri t u a l  b l ess ings co m e  fro m 

Ch rist a l o n e .  H e n ce,  o u r  c h u rc h  sl oga n fo r t h at yea r was 

"In C h rist A l o n e". Now, we wo u ld l i ke to e m ba r k  on t h e  

t h e m e  of "ch u rc h  l eade rsh i p, toget h e r  with t h e  ro l e  of 

each c h u rch m e m ber". So, o u r  c h u rch t h e m e  for t h is yea r 

is "J esus C h rist, t h e  C h u rc h  a nd M e". 

In l i n e  with t h is, we ca m e  u p  with th ree C h u rc h  su b

t h e m es: 

1. C H U RC H  LEADERSHIP: C h rist, t h e  Co rnersto n e  of 

C h u rc h  Leade rsh i p .  

2. C H U RC H  MEMBERS: T h e  Body o f  C h rist, Built 

from t h e  M i n ist ry of t h e  Sa i nts. 

3. C H RISTIA N S: U n ited i n  Fa i th ,  Sta b l e  i n  Doctri n e  & 
Bu i lt- U p  i n  love . 

Th is  a rt i c l e  see ks to focus o n  t h e  fi rst of t h ree sub-th e m es, 

t h e  to p i c  on church leadership. Jo h n  Stott wrote a 

wonderf u l  book concern i n g  t h is s u bj ect ent i t led, "Ca l l i n g  

Ch rist ia n Leade rs". A l l ow m e  t o  s h a re a few excerpts fro m  

h is b o o k .  Stott sa id, 

Leade rsh i p  is a word sha red by C h rist i a ns a nd 

n o n-C h rist i a ns a l i ke, but  t h is does n ot mean that  

the i r  concept of  it  is t h e  sa m e .  O n  t h e  contra ry, 

'introd uct ion,  Calling Christian Leaders, page 7 

J esus introduced i nto t h e  world a new sty l e  of 

se rva nt- l eade rsh i p .' 

T h e n  h e  q u oted J esus' wo rds fo u nd i n  Mark 10:42-44. 

T h e  secu l a r  world sees leadership as a p e rso n w h o  l eads 

a nd co m m a nds. Pe rha ps, we m ight  say "a p e rson w h o  

co m m a nds a fo l l owing". But J esus c l a r if ied that  b i b l i ca l  

l eadersh i p  ca l ls fo r wi l l i n g n ess t o  be o f  service t o  God a nd 

to oth e rs; co nseq u e nt ly, t h ey a re n ot to see k pr iv i l eges or  

p ro m i n e n ce fo r t h e mse lves. 

H o n est to goodness C h u rc h  g rowt h is atta i n a b l e  o n ly 

w h e n  C h rist i a n s  a re mot ivated to ta ke up l eade rsh i p  ro l e .  

I n  Ephesians 4:11-13, Pa u l  gave us t h i s  exh o rtati o n .  

"Christ {It was He who) gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some ·to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ ma y be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ." 

C h rist ians shou l d  co m e  i nto t h e  f u l l  unde rsta nding of 

C h rist, a d t h ey n e ed to co m p re h e nd t h e  purpose of t h e i r  

sa lvation. Apost l es, p ro p h ets, evange l ists, pastors and 

tea c h e rs were  tasked to  equi p God's peo p l e .  In Acts 6, th e 

Apost l es recogn i zed the i mpo rta nce of the ir  tea c h i ng 

m i•istry so t h ey conc l uded and sa id, "It would not be right 



for us to neglect the ministry of the Word of God in order to 
wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among 
you who are known to be FULL OF THE SPIRIT and 
WISDOM. We will turn this responsibility over to them 
and will give our attention to PRAYER and the MINISTRY 
OF THE WORD." 

The off ice of t h e  deacons was i nst it ut i o n a l ized m u c h  later. 

A p p a rent ly, l i ke t h e  "Seve n" i n  Acts 6, dea cons a re to 

a l l eviate pastors of adm i n istrat ive wo rks so t h at pastors 

m ay conce ntrate on t h e  m i n ist ry of p rayer, sh a ri n g  of 

God's wo rds, a nd watc h i n g  ove r God's f lock .  The God

orda i n ed p u rpose fo r pastors was a nd cont i n u es to be,  fo r 

(th e) t ra i n i ng c h u rch m e m be rs so that  t h ey may be 

m ature i n  fa ith  a nd e q u i pped fo r m i n ist ry. Pastors are 

a lso tasked to unify t h e  c h u rc h  i n  Chr ist i a n  fa ith  a nd 

knowl edge (Eph . 4:12-13). Th erefo re, se lf-pro m ot i o n  a nd 

po l i t i ca l  divisiven ess r u n  cou nter to t h e  b i b l ica l ide a l  for 

pasto ra l m i n istry. 

In o u r  p rese nt t i m e ,  we no l o nger h ave a post l es o r  

pro p h ets, s o  the task of eq u i p p i n g  rest so le ly  u po n  t h ose 

w h o m  Ch rist had ca l l ed to be eva ngel ist, pastors a nd 

tea c h e rs. Perha ps, we m ight a lso i n c l ude t h e  "e lde rs". 

For i n  !Timothy 5:17, elders a re tasked to di rect t h e  affa irs 

of t h e  c h urch, a nd so m e  are eve n i nvolved in the m i n ist ry 

of preac h i ng and tea c h i ng. 

For t h is reaso n,  C h rist i a ns s h o u ld acknowl edge the c h a i n  

o f  c h u rc h  leadersh i p - e lde rs, pastors a nd dea cons have a 

def i n ite ro l e  a nd t h ey a re l i n ked to o n e  a n oth e r, with 

Ch rist H i mself  as t h e  H EAD.  O n ly t h e n  ca n t h e re t r u l y  be 

a n  effective ch u rc h  l eade rsh i p, w h i c h  i n  turn would 

t ra nsl ate i nto c h u rc h  growt h .  Obedi e n c e  t o  God's 

orda i n ed purpose a nd wi l l  is of utmost i m po rtance i n  

church m i n istry. 

We u r g e n t l y  n e e d a h e a l t h y ,  b i b l i c a l 

u nde rsta ndi n g  of t h e  c h u rc h ,  for o n ly t h e n  sh a l l  

w e  h ave a hea lthy, b i b l i ca l  U N DERSTA N DI N G  O F  

C H U RC H  LEADERSHIP. W e  m u st n ot defi n e  

church i n  t e r m s  of i t s  leade rs (as t h e  Ro m a n  

Cat h o l i c  Ch u rc h  does), but  rat h e r  def i n e  leade rs 

i n  re lat ion to t h e  c h u rc h .  2 

2 Co n c l u s i o n ,  Calling Christian Leaders, page 91 
'Co n c l u s i o n ,  Calling Christian Leaders, page 91 
•Con c l u s i o n ,  Calling Christian Leaders, page 91 

The Boo k  of Acts sh owcase C h u rch Leade rs as peop le  w h o  

had professed fa ith i n  J esus C h rist, a nd w h o  were 

b e l i eved to h ave been regene rated, w h o  had been 

ba ptized (Acts 2:41, 2:44, a nd 2:47). I n  oth er wo rds, t h ey 

s h o u ld have been su bj ected to C h rist's sav i n g  gra ce a nd 

headsh i p .  Tru ly, for i ndeed C h rist a l o n e  is "head ove r a l l  

t h i n gs t o  t h e  c h urc h ,  w h i c h  i s  H is body (E p h .  1:22)". 

In t h e  M att h ew 16 : 18, C h rist refe rred to H i mse lf  as t h e  

"rock" u po n  w h i c h  Peter  sh o u ld b u i ld t h e  ch u rc h .  Th is 

was seconded by Pa u l  a nd Pete r's tea c h i ng - that C h rist 

a l o n e  is t h e  c h i ef corn ersto n e  u po n  w h i c h  God's 

h ouse ho ld would be b u i lt (E p h .  2:20; lPet. 2:6). For  t h is 

reaso n,  t h e  tea c h i ngs of J esus Ch rist a nd exa m p l es fro m 

S c r i p t u re s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s o l e  b a s i s  o f  c h u rc h  

adm i n istrat i o n .  

W e  m ust a lso re n o u nce secu l a r  v i ews o f  t h e  

c h u rch as i f  it  we re a m e re ly  h u m a n  inst i tut ion  

l i ke a ny oth e r  corporate body, with  hum a n  

l eade rs wie ld ing h u m a n  a ut h o rity, a nd b e i n g  

l i o n i zed as c e l e b rit ies. A l l  t h at has  to go.3 

In its p l a ce,  we n eed to deve l o p  a godly v iew of 

t h e  ch u rc h  as a u n i q u e  co m m u n ity u n l i ke a ny 

oth e r, t h e  rede e m ed a nd cove n a nt peo p l e  of 

God. In t h is com m u n ity, m i n' iste rs give h u m b l e  

serv ice .  T h e re i s  n o  boast i n g  a bout  h u m a n  

b e i n gs, b u t  a l l  boast i n g  i s  di rected t o  God t h e  H o ly 

Tri n ity: to God t h e  Fat h e r, who a l o n e  g ives g rowth 

to the seed; to God t h e  Son, who a l o n e  is  t h e  

foundat ion o f  t h e  c h urch; a nd t o  God t h e  H o ly 

S p i r it,  w h o  a l o n e  i n dwe l ls a nd sa nct if ies t h e  

c h u rc h .' 

N ow to H i m  w h o  is a b l e  to do i m m easura b l y  m o re t h a n  a l l  

w e  ask o r  i m a g i n e ,  a ccordi n g  t o  H is power that  i s  a t  work 

with i n  us, to H i m  be the g l o ry in the church a nd in C h ri st 

Jesus t h roughout al l gen e rat ions, foreve r and eve r !  Ame n .  

(E p h .  3:20-21) 

M ay God's n a m e  a l ways be p ra i sed ! 

5 



CHURCH MEMBERS: 
THE BODY OF CHRIST (SUBTHEME #2) 

Pastor Keren Tan 

There is a widespread disease that plagues the churches 

in the Philippines. It cripples the growth of the gospel, 

humanly speaking, and its symptoms are common to all 

walks of life. It is easily identified when people are called 

to responsibility in ministry. Uncontrollable verbal gushes 

spring forth: "I'm busy " or, "I don't have the gift of 
leadership" or even, "Let others do it, not me" or more 

alarmingly, "Leave it up to the pastors, that is what we pay 
them to do. " This outbreak is ubiquitous not only in the 

Philippines as it extends beyond geographical and cultural 

divide. 

However, as I have discovered, this is not a case of the 

physical, but a matter of perspective. People are under 

the pretext that they neither have the capacity ("I 'm not 

gifted enough for ministry") nor the position ("That is not 
my role" ) to take part in ministry. But these faulty 

mindsets have caused them to be inflexible, if not 

withdrawn from the community life of the church 

altogether. Because of our depraved nature, we shy away 

from taking part in gospel work. Thus, we need a 

significant paradigm shift in the way we do "church". 

In 1972, a young man named William Carey-later 

deemed as the "Father of Modern Missions" -published 

an 87-paged manuscript entitled An Enquiry into the 
Obligations of Christians to use Means for the Conversion 
of the Heathen. In it, Carey includes a treatment of 

Matthew 28:18-20 and argued against the prevailing view 

of the time that the Great Commission remains an 

6' 

obligation of every Christian even after the apostles.' In 

part as a result of this book, the "Particular Baptist Society 

for the Propagation of the Gospel Amongst the Heathen" 

(later renamed the Baptist Missionary Society) formed 

itself in Kettering, England, on October 2, 1792." 

Although the eighteenth century issue may no longer 

be controversial today, the implications are still 

relevant in our day and age. Sure, we should be 

sending out missionaries "to the ends of the earth" 
(Acts 1 :8) and reaching the lost world for Christ. But is 

that all what Matthew 28 is calling us to do? Does this 

call apply to the local church, and to each disciple 

under the Good Shepherd's care? If we claim to be 

people of the Book, i.e. the Christian Scriptures, we 

need to examine the malady closely by revisiting the 

pathological point of where this may all have started, 

the Great Commission: 

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age." (Matt. 28:18-20) 

Carey certainly took the biblical standpoint when he 

proved that Jesus' instruction to "make disciples" is a 

mandate that is not exclusive to the apostles gathered 



around Christ at the time of His ascension. Thus, Colin 

Marshall and Tony Payne expound the Great Commission 

clearly and rightly so: 

The 'teaching' that the disciples are to do reproduces 

what Jesus himself has done with them. He has been 

their 'teacher' ... and as Jesus has taught them ... the 

disciples are now, in turn, to make new disciples by 

teaching them to obey everything commanded by 

their Master. 

But what about 'going'? Traditionally ... this has been 

read as a missionary mandate, a charter for sending 

out gospel workers to the world. However, this can 

lead local churches to think that they are obeying the 

Great Commission if they send money (and 

missionaries) overseas. But the emphasis is not on 

'going.' In fact, the participle is probably better 

translated "when you go" or "as you go". The 

commission is not fundamentally about mission out 

there somewhere else in another country. It's a 
commission that makes disciple-making the normal 
agenda and priority of every church and every 
Christian disciple. '" 

Our God is in the business of saving and perfecting a 

chosen people for Himself through the gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ; and we who are His redeemed children are 

privileged to take part in this great work that He is doing 

for His own glory. Consequently, the Great Commission 

passage speaks far more than just evangelism-bringing 

unbelievers to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

Christ-for the command was simply to "make disciples of 
all nations. " The paradigm shift we need, then, is to bring 

the focus to where our Sovereign Lord puts it in the first 

place, i. e. discipleship. 

Discipleship is "the ministry process by which a more 

mature Christian assumes the responsibility of 

intentionally leading others to God in Jesus Christ and 

growing them in their knowledge of His will, their 

conformity to His Person, and their service to Him for His 

glory."'v 

Contrary to the view that the works of evangelism and 

discipleship are two different but nevertheless related 

works, our examination of Scriptures actually tell us that 

these are actually one and the same gospel work. 

Evangelism is not discipleship, but it is the necessary 

starting point of discipleship. 

However, neither evangelism nor discipleship is ever an 

end in itself. The goal of discipleship is "to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ" 
(cf. Eph. 4:1 1-16) and to "present everyone perfect in 
Christ" (Col. 1:28-29). In other words, the goal of 

discipleship is to help God's people unpack the gifts that 

God had blessed them with so that they may glorify God 

and delight in the Lord Jesus as they labor to do the work 

of ministry by grace. 

Marshall and Payne are right to challenge us in this 

m a n n e r, " T h e  c h u r c h  a l w a y s t e n d s  t o w a r d s  

institutionalism and secularization. The focus shifts to 

preserving traditional programs and structures, and the 

goal of discipleship is lost. The mandate of disciple

making provides the touchstone for whether our church is 

engaging in Christ's mission. Are we making genuine 

disciples of Jesus Christ? Our goal is not to make church 

members or members of our institution, but genuine 

disciples of Jesus."v 

If discipleship is what the Christian church is called to do, 

indeed every Christian, all the excuses that were 

mentioned earlier, whether it relates to capacity or 

position, have been rendered invalid. For as it is, to be a 

disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is to be called to make new 

disciples. Thus, I echo the words of Marshall and Payne, 

"Are we making genuine disciples of Jesus Christ?"  

' Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, The Trellis and The Vine: The Ministry Mind-Shift That Changes Everything, Kingsford, NSW: Matthias Media, 2009, 11. 

' "An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens," Center for Study of the Life and Work of William Carey, 0.0. 19 
December 2000 [Accessed on lS March 2011, from http://www.wmcarey.edu/carey/enquiry/enquiry.html]. 
• Marshall and Payne, 13. 
•James Bryner Chu, "Pilgrim Project Proposal 2.5", Unpublished Church Planting Manual, Manila, 2011, Appendix A. 

' Marshall and Payne, 14. 
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CHRISTIAN: UNITED IN FAITH, SPIRITUALLY 
MATURED, AND BUILT UP IN LOVE 

Rev. Angelo Gutierrez 

During my early years as a Christian, I witnessed a 
movement of people where many of my contemporaries 
have become transient worshippers of our church. They 
were the very active kind of church members yet suddenly 
their regular church attendance became inconsistent. Soon I 
found out that they were "trying out" other churches and 
see if they would fit in them. They would check out the 
programs, look for groups with similar interests, or even base 
their choices on who was the senior pastor of the church. 

This movement was cal led "church shopping" or 
"church hopping". People would visit at least two other 
churches and test the waters to see if they would benefit and 
grow in those churches. At one point, I became interested in 
trying out other churches and went church hopping myself. 
But later, I realized that it's not healthy either for me or for 
my home church. 

First, the church is not about me, but about Jesus 
Christ. The church is composed of many people with Christ 
as the head and therefore should be God-centered, not me
centered. Second, God has placed me in our church for a 
purpose- a purpose not primarily to benefit me (though it is 
already a given) but to benefit the whole body. That's why in 
Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul tells us that each one of us were 
granted different set of gifts and al l of us are to get ourselves 
involved in edifying each other. 

Become United in the Faith and Knowledge of Christ (v.13a) 

"until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 

the Son of God" 

God grants us gifts with a purpose in mind, and Paul 
listed down some long-term goals in which al l of us should be 

aiming for. The first is to become united in the faith and in 
the knowledge of Christ. In this verse, faith does not mean 
the act of belief. It rather refers to the set of doctrinal truths 
about Christianity. The church in Corinth was a very good 
example of how disunity can sometimes come from 
doctrinal ignorance. When the believers are properly taught 
and faithfully guided according to the Scriptures, unity is to 
be expected. "Oneness in fel lowship is impossible unless it is 
built on the foundation of commonly believed truth."1 

With this, it is expected that we are to· be united in 
our knowledge of Christ. The ful l knowledge of Christ can 
only be attained through a constant longing and searching of 
the Scriptures and a continuing relationship with Him. The 
whole body of Christ should be motivated to have an 
intimate knowledge of Christ, and share their knowledge 
and experience to each other. Paul earlier prayed for the 
Ephesians "that [they] may know him better" (1:17). Paul 
also told the Philippians, "What is more, I cons;der 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 

things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ" (3:8). 

Gain Spiritual Maturity (v.13b-14} 

" and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, 

tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming." 

The expected result of being wel l-founded in biblical 
doctrines and in the knowledge of Christ is spiritual maturity. 
Paul used the word infants to describe those who are 

1 John MacArthur, Ephesians: The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1996, c1986), 156. 
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spiritually immature. It is really fascinating to see how 
gul l ible litt le kids are when you realize how they can easi ly 
absorb quite a number of things. 

I have a habit of using the Chinese word "lffll" 
(pronounced in Amoy) in shooing away my daughter. And to 
my surprise, she was able to say it immediately after only 
using it once. Time and again my wife kept on reminding me 
not to use that word, and instead politely ask my daughter to 
go elsewhere. In this way, I am instructing my daughter in 
love rather than harshly treating her. 

To respond to this threat, Paul tells the Colossians of 
his mandate to "proclaim [Christ], admonishing and 

teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone perfect in [Him]" ( 1:28). Elsewhere, Paul 
admonishes Timothy to "continue in what [he has] learned 

and has become convinced of' for "All Scripture is God

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Tim. 3:14, 16-
17). 

With the advent of digital media and of the Internet, 
many so called pastors chose to popularize themselves by 
preaching doctrines and sermons that are contrary to 
biblical teachings. Since many people are not wel l-versed 
with the Scriptures, they are easily deceived by fine
sounding arguments. Having no thorough knowledge of 
God's Word, they are tossed here and there by waves of 
popular sentiment and are carried about by every wind of 
new doctrine that seems appealing. Because life in the 
world today is not getting any better, people would prefer 
listening to an agreeable sermon rather than a convicting 
one. Knowing this nature of men, Paul instructed Timothy of 
the coming days, "Preach the Word; be prepared in season 

and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage - with 

great patience and careful instruction. For the time will 

come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 

to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 

great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want 

to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and 

turn aside to myths" (2 Tim. 4:2-4). 

Build Up in Love (v.15-16) 

" Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things 

grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does 

its work." 

According to research published in January 2006, 
when a female ant of the species Temnothorax albipennis 
goes out to find food, she will often choose another ant to 

accompany her. If the second ant doesn't know the way to 
the food source, the leader wil l teach her through a process 
called "tandem running." As the teacher runs along the path 
to food, the student follows behind, often stopping to locate 
landmarks. That creates a gap between the leader and 
student. When ready, the student wil l  run forward and tap 
the teacher on the back legs. 

Ants participating in tandem running located a food 
source in an average of 201 seconds, while ants searching for 
food on their own took an average of 310 seconds. However, 
the process is detrimental to the teachers. Research 
indicated that the lead ants travelled up to four times faster 
when not accompanied by a student. 

So why do leaders sacrifice their time and efficiency 
to teach others? According to Nigel Franks, the study leader, 
"They are very closely related nest mates, and their society 
as a whole wil l  benefit." This occurs as the students 
gradually learn their way and are able to teach other ants, 
which increases the efficiency of the entire population.' 

Just as the ants do their part for the benefit and the 
efficiency of the entire population, Christians are to do 
things out of genuine love for God and His people, to benefit 
the body of Christ. Personal interests, il l motives, and 
hidden agendas have no place in Christianity. We do things 
because we love others. Love characterizes Christ's 
disciples. Having a good testimony that is lived out of love 
effectively edifies others. Teaching and guiding others into 
the truth out of love can be easily accepted by others. 
Admonishing others of their sins can be a tough thing to do. 
People don't like being reprimanded or rebuked by anyone. 
But when done in love, people will easily open up and listen 
to you. 

And above a l l ,  the love of Christ should motivate us 
to do our part. Christ repeatedly told His disciples that His 
love for us and our love for Him moves us to obey His 
commandments. "If you love me, you will obey what I 

command ... If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. 

My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make 

our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey 

my teaching" (John 14:15, 23-24. See also John 15:10; 1 John 
3:16; 4:19). 

People leave churches and go into another one with 
a variety of reasons. Aside from personal issues, Christian 
growth is always a two-way relationship - the church 
provides facilities and opportunities for growth and 
mobilization, the individual Christian provides himself  to the 
church whenever the church needs him. It is true that we 
have to expect things from our church. But in the same way, 
as members, the church also expects us to play a part in 
improving and building each other up! 

'
Bjorn Carey, "Ant School: The First Formal Classroom Found in Nature," FoxNews.com (January 13, 2006). 
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Virtuoso violinist Jascha Heifetz was well-known 
for his distinguished performances in the 20th century. 
However, even after receiving such great recognition for 
his performing career, he decided to be a professor of 
music at UCLA. His reason was this: "Violin playing is a 
perishable art. It must be passed on as a personal skill; 
otherwise, it is lost." ; 

I believe the same may be said for teaching 
Christian truths. The process of teaching Biblical truths 
amongst Christians can become a forgotten task if the 
believers dismiss its need. Of course, unlike violin playing, 
Biblical truths are never perishable. But like the skill of 

playing the violin, the discipline of teaching God's truth to 
Christians must be passed on, lest the accurate 
interpretation of the Bible be lost and misconstrued ideas 
about God further abound. 

An Inspiring Illustration to Note 
A simple yet inspiring passage to note is Acts 

18:24-28 as it gives a picture of responsibly passing on 
God's truth. These verses momentarily transition from 
one of the main characters of Acts, who is the Apostle 
Paul, to Apollos, someone who also went to some of the 
Roman cities that Paul visited in his second and third 
missionary journey. 

Acts 18:24-28 (English Standard Version): 
2'Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of 

Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, 
competent in the Scriptures. 25He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke 
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though 
he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak 

boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila 
heard him, they took him and explained to him the way of 
God more accurately. 21And when he wished to cross to 
Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the 
disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly 
helped those who through grace had believed, 28for he 
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the 
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. 

The Outstanding Background 
It was between the time when the apostle Paul 

left Ephesus after a relatively short visit and before he 

came back to this city during his third missionary journey 

that a man named Apollos came and taught in Ephesus, 

the city known for its pagan worship of the Greek god 

Artemis. Apollos was a man of Jewish decent who was 

born in Alexandria where he became exposed to the 

teachings of the Scriptures. Here, in the capital of Egypt, 

was also where he likely learned to be eloquent or 

learned, given the education that was greatly  available in 

this city. In addition, he also received oral instruction 

about Jesus Christ. With these knowledge and skills on 

hand, he came to the city of Ephesus and taught with 
great passion what he knew about Jesus. 

The Unexpected But Precious Help 
Apollos's knowledge concerning Jesus Christ was 

impressive and he apparently did not restrict himself from 
passing this on to others in a thorough and careful 
manner. Nonetheless, this knowledge somehow needed 
further assistance. Apollos was not teaching an incorrect 
doctrine, rather, his knowledge about the Gospel was, in 
some way, incomplete. The phrase "though he knew only 
the baptism of John" in verse 25 gives a clue that Apollos's 



background might have been limited to John's preaching 
about the coming of the Christ" and John's role of 
preparing the way for the Messiah'", which Priscilla and 
Aquila detected. This couple knew the Apostle Paul when 
they met in Corinth and worked together with him as 
tentmakers (Acts 18:1-3). This couple, having spent a year 
and a half with the great apostle, consequently learned 
much from Paul's preaching about the Gospel. This 
enabled them not only to recognize what was lacking in 
Apollos's message, but also to provide him the further 
instruction he needed. Priscilla and Aquila responsibly 
passed on God's truth, just as they received this message 
from Paul, the follower of Jesus himself. 

The Responsibility Put into Action 
In a similar way that Priscilla and Aquila were a 

benefit to Apollos because of their instruction, Apollos 
also became a significant help to the Achaian brethren on 
account of his teaching. He strongly refuted the Jews in 
public proving that by the use of the Scriptures, Christ is, in 
fact, Jesus. His message was this: that the Scriptures say 
that Jesus was the Messiah that they were anticipating to 
come. Through the Scriptures, Apollos effectively argued 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ through whom 
man's salvation is made possible." Apollos's intense 
public argument came from the gravity of his message. 
Having received a more accurate and complete 
instruction about the Gospel from Priscilla and Aquila, he 
was all the more able to preach and pass on this same 
message to others. 

Acts 18:24-28, short as it may be, gives a rather 
profound implication to the body of Christ. It 
demonstrates the growth of believers, extending from 
individual spiritual understanding to encouragement in 
the faith among the believers. God used Priscilla and 
Aquila to build up Apollos in his understanding of the 
Gospel, just as He used Paul to do the same to the couple. 
In the same way, God used Apollos to build up the Achaian 
believers in their understanding and assurance of what 
they believe in. Luke showed in this passage the 
essentiality of accurately understanding the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ even and especially to believers. Passing on 
proper instruction regarding the Gospel enables God's 
truth to be known, understood and proclaimed, as what 
Paul, Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos demonstrated. I believe 
this is how they comprehended and obeyed God's 
command to His people when He charged the Israelites to 
teach His decrees to their succeeding generations 

(Deuteronomy 4:9) and when Jesus commissioned the 
believers to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-
20) and be His witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 
1:8). The story of Apollos's further instruction on the faith 
enables readers to realize that accurately speaking and 
teaching God's truth even to gifted Christians bring to 
light the message of the Gospel, and consequently, the 
growing knowledge of Jesus Christ brings about 
edification amongst His people. And just like what God is 
showing us in Apollos's experience, the task of instructing 
is not made exclusive to the apostles and pastors, but can 
and should also be accomplished through ordinary 
believers who have received proper instruction 
themselves. 

The Need to Carry On the Forgotten Task 
I am encouraged to share this passage because I 

believe that we have somehow lost the importance of 
discipleship. We may be exerting much effort in 
establishing new churches or groups of new believers, but 
without proper instruction and without raising up 
believers to teach others as well, this effort may become 
ill-equipped. And more important to note is the current 
neglect in building up the believers in the existing 
churches of our day. The reality is that there is an equally 
tremendous need in our churches to teach and train 
believers to have an accurate understanding of God's 
truths so that they themselves can effectively pass on the 
message of the Bible to others, making the process of 
discipleship continuous, productive and flourishing. 

May we keep in mind that the mutual and 
successive accurate instruction of God's truth among 
Christians makes known the truth of the Gospel. Apostle 
Paul instructed Timothy in this way: "and what you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust 
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also" (2 
Timothy 2:2 ESV). The cord of instruction, hence, must 
not be cut off from a more knowledgeable believer to a 
novice one and must not be assigned only to a small group 
of people who are involved in the ministry full-time. May 
each member of the church, then, be a part of this 
discipleship process, to be taught adequately about God's 
truths and pass this on to others. Since we have received 
and experienced the salvation that Jesus accomplished 
for us, so should we, male and female, church leaders and 
members, young and old, teach the same accurate truth 
to others. 

'Taken from The Jascha Heifetz Biography at www.JaschaHeifetz.com. © 2010 John and John Anthony Maltese. 
'John R. W. Stott, The Bible Speoks Today: The Message of Acts {Leicester: lnterVarsity Press, 1990); 302. 

James Montgomery Boice, An Exposition Commentary: Acts {Grand Rapids, Ml: Baker Books, 1997); 315. 

•David W. Torrance and Thomas F. Torrance, Calvin's Commentaries: The Acts of the Apostles 14-28 {Grand Rapids, Ml: William B. Ee rd mans Publishing Company, 

1966), 146. 



THE CHOICE IS YOURS 
Rev. Philip Co 

A story i s  to ld  of a k i ng  and  a wise m a n .  The 
k ing was jea lous of the wise man for he was ve ry 
popu l a r  with the peop le .  The k ing tr ied to t h i n k  of a 
way to make the wise m a n  look bad .  One day he  
ca me u p  w i th  a scheme .  He  s u m m o ned a l l  h i s  
fo l l owers and  sent for the wise m a n .  The k i ng  asked 
the wise man ,  "Oh, wisest of men, te l l  me  th i s .  I have 
the t i n i est of b i rds cupped between my hands .  I 
com m a n d  you to te l l  me i f the  b i rd i s  a l ive o r  dead?" 

The wise man rea l i zed that if he  sa id ,  "Al ive," 
the k ing wou l d  g ive one q u ick  squeeze a n d  the b i rd 
wou l d  be dead .  I f  he  sa id ,  "Dead,"  the k i ng wou l d  
s im p ly open h i s  hand  a n d  re l ease t h e  b i rd .  E i ther  
answer from the  wise man wou l d  m a ke h im look bad .  
Afte r ponder ing for a moment, the wise m a n  fi n a l ly 
rep l ied,  "The cho ice is i n  you r  ha nd,  You r  Majesty. 
The cho ice is i n  you r  hand ! "  

Cho ice i s  a powerfu l p rivi l ege but  it comes 
with i ts  conseq uence .  We m a ke cho ices d a i ly. Some 
cho ices may seem rather  tr iv i a l  l i ke the co lo r  of sh irt 
to wea r, the p rogra m to watch,  or  the food to order. 
They m ay not affect ou r  l ives i n  ve ry s ign ificant ways . 
However, there a re cho ices i n  l ife that may affect o u r  
dest i ny-ca reer  cho ice, spouse, mora l path t o  ta ke 
with rega rd to homosexua l ity, a bo rt ion,  sexua l  
re lat ionsh i p, i ntegr ity i n  the workp l ace, a n d  many 
others .  These cou ld determ i n e  the outcome of o u r  
l ives as  wel l as  t h e  l ives o f  othe r  peop le .  
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I n  the  Book of Deute ronomy, we see the 
peop le  of I s rae l  gathered at the p l a i n s  of Moa b  a n d  
were a bout t o  cross the  Jo rd a n  R ive r a n d  t o  possess 
the P rom ised La nd as  the cove n a nt peop le  of God .  
The i r  l eader, M oses, was  a bout to  l eave them 
beh i n d .  Th us, he  enco u raged and  exhorted the  
I s rae l ites to  obey the cove n a nt st i pu lat ions g ive n  by 
God in Deuteronomy 4 :44-26 :19 in response to His 
fa ithfu l n ess a n d  love towa rd them (Deut 1:1-4 :43 ) .  
How they responded,  i n  obed ience or  d isobed ience, 
wou l d  be recompensed by b less i ngs or cu rses 
respect ive ly  as  out l i ned in chapters 27-28 .  Then 
M oses renewed the coven a nt with them in  chapter 
29 : 1-18 a n d  p red icted the i r  futu re in genera l  by 
sett ing  forth the conseq uences of the i r  d i sobed ience 
i n  chapte r 29 :19-29 a n d  the  futu re restorat ion  from 
the exi le  i n  cha pter 30 :1-10. I nc l uded i n  the  hope of 
the restorat ion  i s  the p rom ise of the  N ew Covenant 
(cf. Jer 31:3 1-34; Ezek 36 : 24-32 )  when God w i l l  
c i rcu m cise t h e i r  hearts s o  that they w i l l  l ove H i m  with 
a l l  t he i r  be ing .  

As  you c e l e b ra t e  t h e  9 5 'h fo u n d i n g 
a n n iversa ry of you r  ch u rch,  you ca n look back  a n d  
attest t o  the  fa ithfu l ness a n d  love o f  God i n  you r  
m idst . M a ny l ives have been cha nged a n d  b l essed by 
God . Qu ite a few had theo logica l t ra i n i ng a n d  have 
been se rvi ng  the  Lord fa ithfu l ly for yea rs .  H owever, 
for you a n d  you r  ch u rch to cont i n u e  enjoy ing  the  



ma ny b lessi ngs of God for yea rs to come, there 
shou ld  be a consc ious effort to choose r ight ly. F rom 
Deuteronomy 30:1 1-20, we ca n lea rn t ime less 
pri nc i p l es about the  cho ices we m a ke .  

A.  Right choices must be base d on the  c lear, 

revealed Word of Go d (w. 11-14) 

R ight cho ices a re poss ib le  beca use of the 
access ib i l ity of God ' s  wi l l  to  us  as  fou n d  i n  H i s  Word . 
We have the com m a ndment of the Lord made even 
more access ib le  to us  that we do not need to obta i n  
a n  o rac l e  fro m a ny gods t h rough  d iv i n at ion ,  
consu lt ing  fo rtune  te l l e rs, fengs h u i  maste rs o r  
horoscopes, or  go ing  fa r a n d  w ide  to  retrieve a ny 
secret messages .  The fact i s  that the Word of God has  
been  brought so near  to  us  that we ca n d iscuss with 
our l i ps and med itate u pon it i n  our hea rts .  We ought 
to read  it ca refu l ly  a nd be gu ided by what has  been 
revea led to us  if we a re to m a ke r ight cho ices i n  o u r  
l ives today. A s  t h e  Scr i ptu re says i n  2 Ti mothy 3:16-
17: "Al l  Scr i ptu re i s  i n sp i red by God and p rofita b le  for 
teach i ng, for reproof, for correct ion,  for tra i n i ng i n  
r ighteousness; s o  that t h e  m a n  o f  G o d  m a y  b e  
adeq uate, eq u i pped for every good work . "  

B. Right choices i nvolve loving a n d  obeying God 
(w. 15-16a ; 17, 20) 

M oses cou l d  o n ly p resent to the peop le l i fe 
and  p rosperity ( l i t .  the  good;  cf. 26:1 1), o r  death a n d  
destruct ion ( l i t .  t h e  evi l ;  cf. J e r  7:6; 25:7), b less ing  o r  
cu rse .  The  cho ice,  however, be longs to  the  people .  
The cho ices, as  we l l  as  the ir  conseq uences, have 
been set in the c lea rest a n d  s imp lest terms in verses 
15-18 .  I f  the peop le wi l l  love God a n d  obey H i s  
com mandments, t hen  they sha l l  be b lessed i n  t he  
l and ;  i f  they wi l l  not love a n d  obey H im,  they s h a l l  
per ish from t h e  l a nd .  T h e  route t o  b less ing  i s  couched 
i n  th ree terms that descr ibe the  m a n n e r  i n  wh ich  we 
a re to m a ke the r ight cho ice .  We a re to choose r ightly 
by lovi ng  God ,  by wa l ki ng  in H i s  ways, a n d  by keep ing  
H i s  Word . E l i za beth Achteme ier  noted that  "Is rae l  i s  
ca l led to love Ya hweh with the  love of  a son for h is 
fathe r. Thus I s rae l ' s  love i s  to be a devot ion wh ich  
flows sponta neous ly and  free ly from the heart, i n  
gratitude  and  response to  Ya hweh's fatherly  love . "  

Such  love m u st be exp ressed by  wa lk i ng  i n  H i s  ways 
a n d  by keep i ng  a l l  H i s  com m a n d ments .  Jesus  
exp ressed the  same idea i n  John  14:15  a n d  2 1: " I f  you 
love Me, you w i l l  keep  My com m a n d m ents . H e  who 
has  My com m a nd ments and keeps them i s  the  one  
who loves Me;  a n d  he  who loves M e  w i l l  be loved by 
My Father, a n d  I w i l l  love h i m  a n d  w i l l  d isc lose Myself 
to h i m . " The com m a n d m e nts p rovide  the deta i l s  of 
what a lovi ng response to G od looks l i ke i n  p ract ica l 
l i fe .  F u rthermore, the term "c l i ng "  i n  ve rse 20 i s  used 
to descr ibe the m a n n e r  of choos ing in  a more 
i nt imate way. It i m p l ies a dec is ive, i r revers ib l e  
com m itment to  God .  I t  ca n n ot mere ly  be the  w h i m  of 
a moment, but  m u st be the com m itment of a 
l i fet ime .  

C. Right choices lea d to G o d's b lessings i n  l ife (w. 

16b, 18-20) 
Observe ca refu l ly that the  conseq uence is  

i nte rtwined with the cho ice .  So M oses not o n ly 
p rese nted before t h e  peop le  the  cho i ces, he  
de l i neated the  correspon d i ng conseq uence to  each 
cho ice they made .  As the  I s rae l ites chose to love a nd 
to obey God,  they were a l so choos ing l ife a nd 
p rosper ity. Conve rse ly, when  they chose to tu rn away 
from God a n d  wors h i p  ido ls, they were choos ing 
death a n d  dest ruct ion  fo r themse lves .  R i ch a rd 
C l i ffo rd expresses the idea  of l i fe a n d  death i n  the 
fo l l ow ing  state m e nt: "Beca u s e  the s p e e c h  i s  
l itu rgica l ,  i . e .  done ' before Ya hweh , '  l ife a n d  death 
has a specif ic mea n i ng .  Life in  the  l itu rg i ca l context i s  
p rox im ity to the  Lord, . . . .  Death means to be a bsent 
fro m  the Lord, a n d  from the  l a nd  where h e  dwe l l s .  
B l ess i ngs a n d  cu rses mean  essent ia l ly the  same as  
l ife and death-to dwe l l  with the  Lord and enjoy h i m  
th ro ugh h is l a nd ,  o r  t o  be cast out o f  h i s  l a n d  t o  l ive i n  
t h e  la nds  o f  stra nge gods ."  

Mem bers of Ceb u  Gospel  Ch u rch ,  you may 
not be i n  the  l a n d  of I srae l ,  yet God has  b lessed you 
right where you a re .  Treasu re the Word of God .  
Study, teach ,  med itate a n d  a pp ly  i t  i n  you r  l ives .  Love 
God a bove a l l  e l se  so that  you may exper ience H is 
b o u n t if u l  b l e s s i ngs  rat h e r  t h a n  h av i n g  yo u r  
" la m psta n d " removed from its p lace .  
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GRATEFUL HEARTS FOR 
OUR FAITHFUL GOD 

Mona Li 

"Th i s  is the  Day that  the Lord has  made, l et us rejo ice 
a n d  be g l ad  i n  it " (Psa l m  1 18:24) .  I ndeed,  there was 
much  rejo ic ing  when  we ce lebrated Cebu  Gospe l  
Ch u rch ' s  95'h a n n ive rsa ry. On  Satu rday eve n i ng, 
M a rch  12, 201 1  at G ra n d  Convent ion Cente r, o u r  
Tha n ksgivi ng d i n ner  was he ld  with s o  m uch joy a n d  
excite ment .  Aro u n d  600 guests a n d  members 
atte nded  the  g ra n d  affa i r  w i th  t h e  fi rst 200 
regist ra nts rece ivi ng ea r ly b i rd spec i a l s  of m i n i  tool  
sets o r  fo ldab le  ecobags.  The eve n i ng progra m 
sta rted q u ite p rom ptly. Momentu m k icked i n  with a 
short Tha n ksgivi ng message by Rev. P h i l i p  Co, 
fo l l owed by a m us ica l extravaga nza by the  renowned 
vio l i n i st, P rofessor  S h a n g  Qua n of Br i sba ne, 
Aust ra l i a .  D i n n e r  was then  served . Meanwh i le ,  
exc itement bega n to b u i l d  up as  3 batches of 25  
m inor  pr i zes were raffled off i n  between the  song  and  
da nce n u m be rs by  o u r  very own J oybe l l  S i ng ing 
gro u p, Sou l  Sea rchers a n d  PCGS d ra m a  c l ub .  After 
d i n n e r, we once aga i n  enjoyed the  bea ut ifu l a n d  
sweet m us ic  o f  P rof. Q u a n .  Apt ly  a nd with the 
outpo u ri ng  generos ity of our  e lders, c h u rch cou nc i l  
a n d  church members, a tota l of  95 pr i zes were to  be  
g iven  away, 20 of wh ich  we re m aj o r  p r i zes .  
Everybody pat ient ly  as  we l l  a s  expecta nt ly stayed on  
as phys ica l p resence was  needed to  c la i m  the pr i zes ! 
Of cou rse, some '(lent home with more mater i a l  

b less i ngs than  others but  nobody went  home em pty
ha nded . Heart-shaped n ight l ights were souve n i rs for 
everyone a n d  for those who wa nted to ca ptu re the i r  
' kodak '  mome nts, a photo booth had bee n set up .  
I ndeed, it was  a n ight to  remember  and  many tha n ks 
to the orga n i z i ng com m ittees who worked t i re lessly 
to m a ke th i s  ce lebrat ion tru ly  a memorab l e  one .  
Cu l m i nat ion was  on M a rch 13,  201 1  at ou r  Su nday 
Worsh i p  Service with Rev. P h i l i p  Co as  specia l  spea ker  
a n d  wonderfu l m us ic  by the cli i l d ren  of  o u r  Su mday 
school  as  we l l  as  ou r  C h u rch Cho i r. We had a nother 
chance to a pprec iate two mus i ca l  p ieces by P rof. 
S h a ng Qua n  a n d  aga i n  I had  goose-bu m ps a l l  over my 
a rms .  What a great day it was for o u r  be loved chu rch ! 
With  gratefu l hea rts, we tha n k  o u r  ever fa ithfu l God .  

H ow t ime fl ies ! For it seems l i ke o n ly yesterday when 
we ce lebrated o u r  90'h ch u rch  a n n iversary by 
p rocl a i m i ng God ' s  fa ithfu l ness th rough the  yea rs .  
Remember  the t r ip le  G - God 's  G reat Gr ip?  In  that 
m i racu lous  moment when we accept Him to be ou r  
Lord a n d  Sav ior, He  ho l d s  us  by  o u r  wr ists so  that i n  
t imes of wea kness a n d  wea ri ness, even i f  w e  let g o  of 
H i  hands, the connect ion  wi l l  not b rea k. Even more 
wonderfu l i s  the  fact that " if we confess ou r  s i n s, He is 
fa ithfu l a n d  j u st a n d  w i l l  forg ive o u r  s i n s  and pu rify us 
from a l l  u n r ighteousness " (1  John  1 : 9 ) .  God m a kes it 



so easy for us  s i nne rs to go back i nto H i s  bosom, 
perha ps too eas i ly from a h u ma n  po int of view. 
Somehow, we seem less fo rgiv i ng towa rd those who 
wronged us .  Wh i le  we eventua l ly accept whateve r 
a po logies that come ou r  way, someti mes it ta ke us  
just a wee b i t  longer than  what wou l d  be cons idered 
as magn a n i mous .  Tha n kfu l ly that i s  not the way o u r  
lov ing G o d  works, fo r ' beca use o f  G o d ' s  great love we 
a re not consumed,  fo r H i s  com pass ions never fa i l ,  
t h ey a re new eve ry m o r n i ng ;  G rea t  i s  Thy 
fa ithfu l n ess" (La m entat ions  3:  22-2 3 ) .  I ndeed, our  
grac ious  God is  fa ithfu l - yeste rd ay, today and 
fo rever. 

As we ce lebrate ou r  95'h a n n ive rsa ry, I t h a n k  God for 
the p riv i lege of be ing a pa rt of th i s  b ig happy fa m i l y  
ca l l ed Cebu Gospe l  C h u rch .  To be  a mem ber o f  the  
second  o ldest Ch i nese ch u rch i n  t he  P h i l i p p i nes i s ,  fo r 
me, God ' s  providence .  I fi rst ca me to know God, H is 
love and  tender  mercies i ns ide  the p i l l a rs of Cebu 
Ch rist i a n  Schoo l .  Mama Rose was a Rom a n  Catho l i c  
bu t  she chose to  e n ro l l  us  a t  CCS s im p ly  beca use it 
was a Ch inese school  and  more i m porta ntly, j u st a 
stone  th row away from ou r  rented a pa rtment on  
J u n q uera Street . N ot on ly was  it more conven ient fo r 
Mama  to keep a n  eye on the five of us, she  was a b l e  
to  save on t ra nsportat ion expenses .  There was no o i l  
cr is is  then  and  fa res were cheap, bu t  st i l l  M a m a  Rose 
ca refu l ly hand led the h a rd-ea rned money Pa pa 
Awi ng sent from afa r. No, Papa was not an OFW but 
rather  a n  OSW (over the seas worker )  as Pa pa Awing  
worked as  t he  genera l  manager o f  Ya n kee Trad i ng  i n  
Su r igao City. I t  was i nevita b le  1that w e  wou l d  be 
exposed to P rotesta nt teach i ngs wh i l e  study ing at 
CCS . Aga in ,  it was God ' s p rov idence that M a m a  
wi l l i ng ly a l l owed us  t o  j o i n  a l l  t h e  re l ig ious  act iv it ies, 
i n c l u d i ng extracu rr icu l a r  ones .  We attended CY F a n d  
beca me members o f  t h e  "Now Generat ion" s ing ing  
group .  

I t  has  been 40  yea rs s i nce I was  ba pti zed i n  th i s  ve ry 
ch u rch a n d  pub l ic ly dec la red Chr ist as my person a l  
Lord a n d  Savior. Lovi ng me a n d  a l l  o f  us  the way He  

does, we  ca n 't he lp  be i ng  ete rn a l ly g ratefu l fo r H is 
merc ies .  H ow then  do we, mere m o rta ls, show o u r  
gratitude t o  a n  o m n i potent G o d ?  O f  a l l  t h e  B i b l e  
sto r ies that I 've heard a n d  been to ld,  ' t h e  widow with 
two m ites' i s  sti l l  one  of my favorites .  Why? I t  shows 
what a grac ious  God we have . For Ch r ist to va l u e  the 
two m ites of  the widow more than a l l  the  money put 
i n  together  by the  rest of the  peop le, i n c l ud i ng  the 
r ich ones, has  i n sp i red and wi l l  a lways i n sp i re me to 
g ive o n ly the  very best to H i m .  A l l  of us a re 
wonderfu l ly yet d ifferent ly made a n d  there w i l l  
a lways be greate r a n d  lesse r persons than  o u rse lves .  
For to whom much i s  g iven ,  from h im much wi l l  be 
req u i red (Lu ke 12 :48) and to those who t h i n k  they 
have less, remember  the  widow with two m ites. 
P ra i se God for what matte rs most to H i m  i s  that we 
give a l l  that we have a n d  a ll that we a re to H i m  
joyfu l ly a n d  with gratefu l hea rts .  

The ce lebrat ion  for our c h u rch ' s  a n n ive rsa ry i s  over, 
a n d  as  we ta ke a breather  to assess a l l  that has  
h a p pened, we shou ld  n ot forget that the race i s  st i l l  
on  towa rds a century o f  existence .  M aybe it w i l l  be 
a pt ly ca l led  as  'The Ce lebrat ion of A Centu ry ' . Lo rd 
w i l l i ng, a l l  of u s  w i l l sti l l  be here to ce leb rate such  a 
gra n d  occas ion .  What g ift do  we p l a n  to br ing  th i s  
t ime o r  do  we come before H im e m pty-handed?  
Peop le  a round  the  wor ld  a re suffer ing  beca use of 
n at u ra l  ca l am it ies,  d isaste rs, po l i t ica l u pheava l s  a nd 
fi na nc i a l  cr i s i s .  N ow, more than  ever, we n eed to 
s h a re th i s  g reat news that a l l  i s  not lost if  we h ave 
Ch r ist, the A lm ighty God,  i n  ou r  hea rts .  500 mem bers 
attended o u r  95'h a n n iversa ry ce lebrat ion,  if each of 
us  cou l d  br ing  i n  one  new member  i n  the  n ext 5 
yea rs, a thousa nd  mem bers by 2016 wou l d  be 
atta i n a b le ,  but i s  th i s  the best we ca n offer God?  At 
the end  of o u r  races i n  l ife, ca n we look stra ight i n  
God ' s  eyes a n d  echo Pa u l ' s  words b y  say ing :  I h ave 
fought tile  good fight, I h ave fi n i shed the race, a n d  I 
h ave kept the  fa ith (2 Ti mothy 4:7 ) .  W i l l  we hear  H i s 
sweet rep ly: 'Yes, i n deed you have, my good a n d  
fa ithfu l serva nt . '  To God be the g lory ! ! !  
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Welcome to the fourth of our irreverent history series on the history of Christianity.  We hope to eventually cover the origins, 
development, and current state of Christianity.  We try to provide a general understanding of the topic – so, what you read here 
will be quite general.  We try to cover history in general terms and present the majority view, but our research is not perfect.  
Brickbats (and much more preferably bouquets) can be directed to our e-mail address at history@cebugospelchurch.com.

In our previous installment, The Jews endured 80 years of exile in Babylon, but were allowed to return to Jerusalem when the 
Persians took over.  Although they were now part of an empire, they had complete autonomy and religious freedom.  With 
walls rebuilt and Temple restored, life seems to return to normal.  But Jerusalem lies at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, and such peace will not last for long...

PART 4: WHEN GREAT EMPIRES COLLIDE

he Persian Empire, also called the Achaemenid Empire, 

T is the largest in the world at this point in history.  At  

the peak of its power, it controlled 8 million square 

kilometers of land spanning three continents, including parts 

of Greece, Russia, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, and the entire 

Middle East and Egypt.  

Controlling such a large territory is not easy.  So the 

Persians simplified communications by adopting a common 

language, Aramaic, for the region.  This is the same language 

Jesus would speak.  To make it easier to govern, the Persian 

empire was divided into provinces called satrapies, adminis-

tered by a governor called a satrap.  Satrapies are given a lot of 

freedom, but are not fully independent.   They still needed to 

remit tax collections to the empire.  The amount due was 

reasonable and based on each territory’s ability to pay.  For 

example, the very rich city of Babylon had to contribute 1,000 

silver talents (a talent weighs about 67 pounds) and four 

months of food supply per year.   

Under the Persian empire, Judah was known as the 

satrapy of Yehud.  Jerusalem, its administrative center, was a 

very small city.  Modern historians estimate Jerusalem’s 

population at that time to be around 1,500; the entire province 

had no more than 30,000 people.  Zerubbabel, a descendant of 

one of the last kings of Judah, was Yehud’s first satrap.

All in all, the Jews were free to govern themselves and 

worship their God.  This liberal practice came from the Persian 

belief in Zoroastrianism, a monotheistic religion that prohibited 

slavery.  While it is replaced by Islam in modern-day Persia 

(Iran),, some people in India still practice it.

The Greco-Persian Wars

Persia has a long history of war with the city-states of 

Greece.  Known as the birthplace of diplomacy, Greece is 

located in southern Europe, bordered by the Mediterranean 

Sea in the South and the Aegean Sea to the west.  To support its 

growing population, the Greeks established colonies in Asia 

Minor, known today as Turkey.  These colonies are where the 

Persians first confronted the Greeks, when Cyrus the Great 

conquered them and added them to his Empire.

The Greeks didn’t set out to liberate their colonies out-

right, but they encouraged the colonies to revolt.  The Ionian 

Revolt, fomented by the city of Athens and Eretria in 499 BCE, 

took the Persians six years to put down.  Darius the Great, then 

king of Persia, vowed revenge against Greece.

He struck in 492 BCE, first sending his son-in-law to secure 

a land route to Greece.  Once that was done, Darius sent 

ambassadors to the city-states, demanding that they surren-

der.  Two cities, Athens and Sparta, chose to fight — they killed 

Darius’ ambassadors instead of sending a reply.

A Persian fleet set out a year later to occupy the Greek 

mainland.  The expedition captured Eretria and burned it to 

the ground.  It then landed in the bay of Marathon, some 42 

kilometers from Athens.  But despite their greater numbers 

and lack of support from Sparta, the Persians were shockingly 

defeated in the pivotal Battle of Marathon.  Athenian soldier  

Pheidippides was said to have run from Marathon to all the way 

Athens to announce their victory, and then collapsed and died. 

This is why the marathon has such a strange length today.
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Darius was building up a second army when he died in 486 

BCE.  His son and successor Xerxes raised a massive army.  He 

then ordered two floating bridges to be built across the 

Hellespont — the traditional boundary between Asia and 

Europe.  The army marched off towards Greece in 481 BCE.

The second Greco-Persian War started with a series of 

Persian victories.  After winning the Battle of Thermopylae, 

the army marched westward towards Athens.  The Greeks 

evacuated the city, and the victorious Persians burned it to the 

ground.  Xerxes then set his focus on Peloponnesus peninsula, 

where  still-defiant Sparta was located.

The second expedition met shocking defeat in the naval 

battle of Salamis.  The Athenian-led Greek navy ambushed 

and inflicted heavy losses on Xerxes’ much larger fleet.  With 

victory no longer certain, and not wanting to stay away from 

Persia for too long, Xerxes pulled back most of the army to 

Asia.  He left a general in charge to hold their gains, but the 

now-smaller army was obliterated a year after.

Having liberated the mainland, the Allied Greeks 

marched on towards Asia, retaking several of the colonies 

previously conquered by Cyrus. The war went back and forth 

for several years, and even extended as far as Egypt.  

Fortunately for the Jews, it never reached Jerusalem.  Peace 

came only in 449 BCE, after 30 years of intermittent fighting.

The bloodshed would have a big impact a century later, on 

a warrior-king who lived in the Greek city-state of Macedon.  

Born to King Philip II and his fourth wife Olympias in 356 BCE, 

and tracing his ancestry to the legendary Greek hero Heracles, 

Alexander appeared to be destined for greatness.

The Macedonian King

The Kingdom of Macedon is located in Northeast Greece.  

While it shared the language and culture of the Greek city-

states, Macedon had a unique style of government — the other 

city-states were democracies, but Macedon had a hereditary 

monarchy.  Thus, the Greeks didn’t completely trust the 

Macedonians or consider them as 100% Greek.

Macedon was a vassal state of Persia during the Greco-

Roman war, and gained independence after Persians were 

driven out of Greece.  After peace with Persia, the city-states 

went back fighting among themselves for influence and 

power.  They became easy prey for the Macedonians.

ANCIENT NEAR-EAST EMPIRES

PERSIAN/ACHAEMENID (550 to 330 BCE)

ASSYRIAN (934 to 608 BCE)

NEO-BABYLONIAN (626 to 539 BCE)

MACEDONIAN (359 to 323 BCE)

Although politically unimportant, Israel stood at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, 
and Europe. Naturally, it formed part of the territory of any ambitious Empire in 
the region. 
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victory no longer certain, and not wanting to stay away from 

Persia for too long, Xerxes pulled back most of the army to 

Asia.  He left a general in charge to hold their gains, but the 

now-smaller army was obliterated a year after.

Having liberated the mainland, the Allied Greeks 

marched on towards Asia, retaking several of the colonies 

previously conquered by Cyrus. The war went back and forth 

for several years, and even extended as far as Egypt.  

Fortunately for the Jews, it never reached Jerusalem.  Peace 

came only in 449 BCE, after 30 years of intermittent fighting.

The bloodshed would have a big impact a century later, on 

a warrior-king who lived in the Greek city-state of Macedon.  

Born to King Philip II and his fourth wife Olympias in 356 BCE, 

and tracing his ancestry to the legendary Greek hero Heracles, 

Alexander appeared to be destined for greatness.

The Macedonian King

The Kingdom of Macedon is located in Northeast Greece.  

While it shared the language and culture of the Greek city-

states, Macedon had a unique style of government — the other 

city-states were democracies, but Macedon had a hereditary 

monarchy.  Thus, the Greeks didn’t completely trust the 

Macedonians or consider them as 100% Greek.

Macedon was a vassal state of Persia during the Greco-

Roman war, and gained independence after Persians were 

driven out of Greece.  After peace with Persia, the city-states 

went back fighting among themselves for influence and 

power.  They became easy prey for the Macedonians.

ANCIENT NEAR-EAST EMPIRES

PERSIAN/ACHAEMENID (550 to 330 BCE)

ASSYRIAN (934 to 608 BCE)

NEO-BABYLONIAN (626 to 539 BCE)

MACEDONIAN (359 to 323 BCE)

Although politically unimportant, Israel stood at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, 
and Europe. Naturally, it formed part of the territory of any ambitious Empire in 
the region. 
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Alexander’s father prepared the country well.  He armed  

his foot soldiers with a heavy two-handed lance more than 

double the length of the existing weapons.  The cavalry were 

given the best and most powerful horses.  Philip also paid his 

soldiers a salary, creating the world’s first professional army.  

Previously, armies were populated with drafted conscripts or 

mercenaries.  With his well-trained and motivated army, 

Philip brought Greece under his control.

Philip groomed Alexander to be his heir, providing him 

with military training.  Alexander’s tutor Aristotle taught him 

the sciences, philosophy, and theology.  Legend has it that a 

horse trader brought a fine massive black horse to sell to 

Philip.  However, the horse was too wild, so nobody could 

control it.  Except for 13 year old Alexander, who noticed the 

horse was afraid of its own shadow.  After turning it towards 

the sun where it couldn’t see the shadow, he managed to tame 

it. The astonished Philip bought it for Alexander, who named 

the horse Bucephalus.

Philip was preparing to go to war with Persia, using 

revenge (for Xerxes’ attack over a hundred years ago) and 

liberation of the Asia Minor colonies as his excuse.  Before he 

could begin, he was assassinated by one of his bodyguards in 

336 BCE.   Alexander ascended to the throne of Macedon at the 

age of twenty, and had to postpone his father’s campaign.  

Several city-states took Philip’s death as an opportunity to 

break free from Macedonian control, and it took Alexander 

two years to reestablish Macedon’s dominance.

 Finally free to focus on external enemies, Alexander 

gathered up an army of over 40,000 soldiers, and crossed the 

Hellespont into Asia.  It was time to make Persia pay.

Conquest of Persia

King Darius III did not pay much heed to the Macedonian 

incursion at first.  His army was many times bigger.  The 

Macedonian army was strong on land, but didn’t have a strong 

navy.  It would be easy to blockade the enemy’s supplies.   

Finally, they were led by this... young and inexperienced boy!?  

What had he to fear?  

In fairness to Darius, his position wasn’t completely 

secure.  He was sitting on the throne in Persepolis only because 

his last two predecessors, Artaxerxes III and son Arses, were 

poisoned to death — by the same man who then installed him 

as king of Persia.  Although he had nothing to do with the 

murders, there would have been rumors about his involve-

ment that would weaken his authority.  Finally, the satrapies 

of Egypt and Babylonia were rebelling against Persia, so he 

cold not give Alexander his full attention.

Alexander started his campaign by conquering the port 

cities of Asia Minor.  He realized that without places  to launch 

their ships from (to hit Macedon), the Persian sea advantage 

was useless.  Alexander was methodical but merciless: any 

city that dared resist is destroyed, and the people killed or sold 

as slaves.  In many ways, the “civilized” Greeks who viewed 

Persians as barbarians were complete hypocrites.

His first major battle against the Persians occurred in 

the banks of the Granicus River, against the satraps of Asia 

Minor and a few thousand hired mercenaries from Greece.  

Alexander was a hands-on leader, and preferred to fight 

alongside his men.  He personally led the royal squad of the 

elite Companion cavalry, even when charging the enemy.  

The young king was almost killed in this battle.  

Alexander’s subsequent victory made Darius sit up and 

pay attention.  This boy wasn’t a pushover like he thought!  

And now, he must personally go and fight the upstart king 

himself!  While Alexander consolidated his gains in Asia 

Minor, Darius raised an army.  Both sides finally clashed in 

333 BCE near the town of Issus.

Much like the Battle of Granicus, the Battle of Issus took 

place on the banks of the Pinarus River where its strong 

current make it difficult for anyone to cross.  But Alexander 

crossed it anyway, leading the cavalry charge.  He went 

straight for Darius, but the king escaped. When Darius left, 

mora le  sank  and the  Pers ian  army co l lapsed.  

Humiliatingly, Darius’ mother, wife, and children were all 

captured in this battle (Alexander treated them well).

Darius’ retreat to the East gave Alexander a free hand to 

go to  Egypt.  On the way, he stopped to massacre the 

resisting cities of Tyre and Gaza.  He was met in Jerusalem 

by a priestly procession that supposedly showed him the 

book of Daniel (chapter 8 would be a good passage to show 

him).  He didn’t touch the city, and chose instead to offer 

sacrifices (properly!) to the God of the Jews.
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Alexander continued on towards Egypt, which surren-

dered without a fight.  He was greeted as a liberator by 

grateful (or perhaps fearful) Egyptians, and crowned as 

Pharaoh.  His lasting legacy in Egypt was to create the city 

of Alexandria, populating it with his wounded and veteran 

soldiers.  It is the second-largest city in Egypt today.

Of course, Alexandria, Egypt wasn’t the only city the 

Macedon king founded (or named after himself).  There is 

also Alexandrupolis (Bulgaria), Alexandria-in-Troax 

(Turkey), Alexandria-in-Aria (Helmut, Afghanistan), Alex-

andria-in-Arachosia (Kandahar, Afghanistan), Alexandria 

Eschatê (Tajikistan), Alexandria-in-Margiana (Turkmen-

istan), and many more...  Humble, he ain’t.

Alexander’s vacation in Egypt gave Darius enough 

time to raise another army.  Darius had a lot of time to think 

about his past failure, and this time he left nothing to 

chance.  He recruited the best soldiers from the Persian 

Empire, and ordered the battlefield to be flattened.  This 

way, his scythed chariots could move freely unlike in the 

muddy banks of Granicus or Pinarus.

In 331 BCE, Alexander fought Darius again near the 

village of Gaugamela, now modern-day Mosul, Iraq.  

Alexander’s army was outnumbered 2 to 1, but at least his 

men were well-rested.  Darius’ army was kept awake the 

night before, fearful of any surprise attack.

What happened at the Battle of Gaugamela changed the 

course of modern history, but nobody knew what really 

happened that day.  Some say Darius panicked again after 

seeing Alexander go straight for him.  Others say his men 

deserted en-masse.  The Macedonians were victorious.

The victorious army swept into the unprotected capital 

of the Persian empire, and plundered the royal treasury.  In 

an unfortunate turn of events, a drunken Alexander 

“accidentally” set fire to some buildings in Persepolis.  But 

since only the Palace of Xerxes was completely destroyed, it 

was likely an act of arson, revenge a long time in coming.

Darius fled East, hoping to raise yet another army to 

turn back the invaders.  This time, his luck ran out.  He was 

murdered by his own satrap.  The murderer crowned 

himself Artaxerxes IV and briefly fought Alexander’s army 

before he was captured and executed for regicide.

Darius’ death in 300 BCE marked the end of the Persian 

Empire. Alexander gave the king a state funeral, and 

completed his ascension as the King of Asia by marrying 

Darius’ daughter.  The Greeks’ revenge was complete, but 

that wasn’t enough for Alexander.  He went further east, 

and pushed into India, adding more territory to his empire 

and exterminating anybody who dared resist.

Alexander’s own men were running out of patience.  

Persia was destroyed, mission accomplished They had 

been in Asia for nearly ten years, and they missed their 

families in Europe.  What were they doing here in this 

weird place with scary war elephants?  Only loyalty and 

Alexander’s personal charisma kept those feelings in check.

In our next installment of the Irreverent History series, 

we promise less history and more religion!  We see what 

finally stopped Alexander the Great’s march to conquer the 

world, and what changes the destruction of Persia does to 

the Jews.  Coming soon, only in Gospel Light! 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT ON BUCEPHALUS 
Detail from the Alexander Mosaic depicting the Battle of Issus.

KING DARIUS III 
Detail from the Alexander Mosaic depicting the Battle of Issus.
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Alexander’s father prepared the country well.  He armed  

his foot soldiers with a heavy two-handed lance more than 

double the length of the existing weapons.  The cavalry were 

given the best and most powerful horses.  Philip also paid his 

soldiers a salary, creating the world’s first professional army.  

Previously, armies were populated with drafted conscripts or 

mercenaries.  With his well-trained and motivated army, 

Philip brought Greece under his control.

Philip groomed Alexander to be his heir, providing him 

with military training.  Alexander’s tutor Aristotle taught him 

the sciences, philosophy, and theology.  Legend has it that a 

horse trader brought a fine massive black horse to sell to 

Philip.  However, the horse was too wild, so nobody could 

control it.  Except for 13 year old Alexander, who noticed the 

horse was afraid of its own shadow.  After turning it towards 

the sun where it couldn’t see the shadow, he managed to tame 

it. The astonished Philip bought it for Alexander, who named 

the horse Bucephalus.

Philip was preparing to go to war with Persia, using 

revenge (for Xerxes’ attack over a hundred years ago) and 

liberation of the Asia Minor colonies as his excuse.  Before he 

could begin, he was assassinated by one of his bodyguards in 

336 BCE.   Alexander ascended to the throne of Macedon at the 

age of twenty, and had to postpone his father’s campaign.  

Several city-states took Philip’s death as an opportunity to 

break free from Macedonian control, and it took Alexander 

two years to reestablish Macedon’s dominance.

 Finally free to focus on external enemies, Alexander 

gathered up an army of over 40,000 soldiers, and crossed the 

Hellespont into Asia.  It was time to make Persia pay.

Conquest of Persia

King Darius III did not pay much heed to the Macedonian 

incursion at first.  His army was many times bigger.  The 

Macedonian army was strong on land, but didn’t have a strong 

navy.  It would be easy to blockade the enemy’s supplies.   

Finally, they were led by this... young and inexperienced boy!?  

What had he to fear?  

In fairness to Darius, his position wasn’t completely 

secure.  He was sitting on the throne in Persepolis only because 

his last two predecessors, Artaxerxes III and son Arses, were 

poisoned to death — by the same man who then installed him 

as king of Persia.  Although he had nothing to do with the 

murders, there would have been rumors about his involve-

ment that would weaken his authority.  Finally, the satrapies 

of Egypt and Babylonia were rebelling against Persia, so he 

cold not give Alexander his full attention.

Alexander started his campaign by conquering the port 

cities of Asia Minor.  He realized that without places  to launch 

their ships from (to hit Macedon), the Persian sea advantage 

was useless.  Alexander was methodical but merciless: any 

city that dared resist is destroyed, and the people killed or sold 

as slaves.  In many ways, the “civilized” Greeks who viewed 

Persians as barbarians were complete hypocrites.

His first major battle against the Persians occurred in 

the banks of the Granicus River, against the satraps of Asia 

Minor and a few thousand hired mercenaries from Greece.  

Alexander was a hands-on leader, and preferred to fight 

alongside his men.  He personally led the royal squad of the 

elite Companion cavalry, even when charging the enemy.  

The young king was almost killed in this battle.  

Alexander’s subsequent victory made Darius sit up and 

pay attention.  This boy wasn’t a pushover like he thought!  

And now, he must personally go and fight the upstart king 

himself!  While Alexander consolidated his gains in Asia 

Minor, Darius raised an army.  Both sides finally clashed in 

333 BCE near the town of Issus.

Much like the Battle of Granicus, the Battle of Issus took 

place on the banks of the Pinarus River where its strong 

current make it difficult for anyone to cross.  But Alexander 

crossed it anyway, leading the cavalry charge.  He went 

straight for Darius, but the king escaped. When Darius left, 

mora le  sank  and the  Pers ian  army co l lapsed.  

Humiliatingly, Darius’ mother, wife, and children were all 

captured in this battle (Alexander treated them well).

Darius’ retreat to the East gave Alexander a free hand to 

go to  Egypt.  On the way, he stopped to massacre the 

resisting cities of Tyre and Gaza.  He was met in Jerusalem 

by a priestly procession that supposedly showed him the 

book of Daniel (chapter 8 would be a good passage to show 

him).  He didn’t touch the city, and chose instead to offer 

sacrifices (properly!) to the God of the Jews.
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Alexander continued on towards Egypt, which surren-

dered without a fight.  He was greeted as a liberator by 

grateful (or perhaps fearful) Egyptians, and crowned as 

Pharaoh.  His lasting legacy in Egypt was to create the city 

of Alexandria, populating it with his wounded and veteran 

soldiers.  It is the second-largest city in Egypt today.

Of course, Alexandria, Egypt wasn’t the only city the 

Macedon king founded (or named after himself).  There is 

also Alexandrupolis (Bulgaria), Alexandria-in-Troax 

(Turkey), Alexandria-in-Aria (Helmut, Afghanistan), Alex-

andria-in-Arachosia (Kandahar, Afghanistan), Alexandria 

Eschatê (Tajikistan), Alexandria-in-Margiana (Turkmen-

istan), and many more...  Humble, he ain’t.

Alexander’s vacation in Egypt gave Darius enough 

time to raise another army.  Darius had a lot of time to think 

about his past failure, and this time he left nothing to 

chance.  He recruited the best soldiers from the Persian 

Empire, and ordered the battlefield to be flattened.  This 

way, his scythed chariots could move freely unlike in the 

muddy banks of Granicus or Pinarus.

In 331 BCE, Alexander fought Darius again near the 

village of Gaugamela, now modern-day Mosul, Iraq.  

Alexander’s army was outnumbered 2 to 1, but at least his 

men were well-rested.  Darius’ army was kept awake the 

night before, fearful of any surprise attack.

What happened at the Battle of Gaugamela changed the 

course of modern history, but nobody knew what really 

happened that day.  Some say Darius panicked again after 

seeing Alexander go straight for him.  Others say his men 

deserted en-masse.  The Macedonians were victorious.

The victorious army swept into the unprotected capital 

of the Persian empire, and plundered the royal treasury.  In 

an unfortunate turn of events, a drunken Alexander 

“accidentally” set fire to some buildings in Persepolis.  But 

since only the Palace of Xerxes was completely destroyed, it 

was likely an act of arson, revenge a long time in coming.

Darius fled East, hoping to raise yet another army to 

turn back the invaders.  This time, his luck ran out.  He was 

murdered by his own satrap.  The murderer crowned 

himself Artaxerxes IV and briefly fought Alexander’s army 

before he was captured and executed for regicide.

Darius’ death in 300 BCE marked the end of the Persian 

Empire. Alexander gave the king a state funeral, and 

completed his ascension as the King of Asia by marrying 

Darius’ daughter.  The Greeks’ revenge was complete, but 

that wasn’t enough for Alexander.  He went further east, 

and pushed into India, adding more territory to his empire 

and exterminating anybody who dared resist.

Alexander’s own men were running out of patience.  

Persia was destroyed, mission accomplished They had 

been in Asia for nearly ten years, and they missed their 

families in Europe.  What were they doing here in this 

weird place with scary war elephants?  Only loyalty and 

Alexander’s personal charisma kept those feelings in check.

In our next installment of the Irreverent History series, 

we promise less history and more religion!  We see what 

finally stopped Alexander the Great’s march to conquer the 

world, and what changes the destruction of Persia does to 

the Jews.  Coming soon, only in Gospel Light! 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT ON BUCEPHALUS 
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KING DARIUS III 
Detail from the Alexander Mosaic depicting the Battle of Issus.
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Thank You,  Lord! 
Some p e o p l e  have t h i s  not ion  t h a t  

T h a n ksgiv i ng  D a y  i s  t h e  "d ay" to say 

t h a n k  you o r  be g ratefu l and that i s  why 

we c e l e b rate it .  

T h a n ksgivi ng Day i s  to re m i n d  u s  that we 

h ave to t h a n k  God a n d  t h e  peo p l e  who 

h ave h e l ped us ,  be t h ey our  fa m i ly, 

fr i e n d s, d rive rs, o r  co m p l ete st ra ngers .  

I t  i s  a l so a re m i n d e r  of God's fa ithfu l n ess  

towa rds u s, how H e  s h owed H is  l ove to 

u s  t h ro u g h  H i s  Son ( u n d eserv i n g  t h o u g h  

we may be) ,  g iv i ng u s  i n n e r  joy a n d  

p e a c e  i n  t h e  m i d st of u nce rta i nt ies  t h a t  

s u r ro u n d  us ,  hope i n  eve ry c h a l l e nge w e  

meet, fa i th  to c l i ng o n  w h e n  t ro u b l e s  a n d  

tem ptat i o n s  c o m e ,  fo r g iv ing u s  b l ess i ngs 

Compiled by: Pastor Rosal ine Lim 

t h a t  we may a l so s h a re them to others, 

a n d  fo r H i s  overfl owi ng grace that h e l p s  

a n d  keeps u s  go i n g  eve ry d ay. 

La st 25th of N ove m be r  2010, o u r  c h u rch 

c e l e b rated Tha n ksgiv i ng .  We were 

gratefu l to h ave D r. H a ro l d  Sa l a  as o u r  

spea ke r  t h a t  eve n i ng.  

We t h a n k  G o d  fo r a l l  the  Fe l l owsh i p s  

t h at H e  h a s  bestowed u s .  To s h ow o u r  

g rat i t u d e  to H i m ,  e a c h  Fe l l owsh i p  

re n d e red d i ffe re nt spec i a l  n u m be rs to 

o u r  Lord . 

May we a l ways be gratefu l of o u r  l ives 

w h et h e r  in l a ughter  o r  in tears .  



Baptismal 

T h e re were 1 6  ca n d i d ates ( 1 0  
ca n d i d ates from o u r  mother  
c h u rc h ,  CGC a n d  6 ca n d i d ates 
fro m her d a ughter c h u rc h ,  
M G C) who s u rre n d e red t h e i r  
l ives to o u r  Lord J e s u s  a n d  
were bapt i zed l a st N ove m b e r  
28,  2 0 1 0 .  They were : J u l i a n n e  
L i a n a  Co, E rw i n a  C h a n ,  J e n d r i c k  Shawn 
C h a n ,  C h a r les  J o s h u a  Ch iu ,  Beve r ly  
Amanda Gotho ng, Red h Edga r Ch r ist i a n  
H o n o r idez ,  H a n n a h  S a m a ntha  Key, G race 
Kim, J o e l i a  M a r i e  Lee Yu, Dave r i c  D a n i e l  
O n g ,  C l a r i n d a  N o reen Sy, N e l s o n  C a l v i n  
Sy, J a cq u e l i n e  M a e  Ta n,  G l adys Les l i e  
Ro b i n s  Uy, I rv i n  E d u  Va l e n z u e l a  a n d  T i n a  
W u .  

W e  wou l d  l i ke to e n co u rage each  a n d  
eve ryo ne to cont i n u e  o n  i n t e rced i n g  fo r 
t h ese newly bapt i zed m e m bers a n d  
welcome t h e m  to G od's fa m i ly. May w e  
s e t  good exa m p les  to t h e m  a s  t h ey g row 
in the Lord . 

"Proclaiming Christ" by Dr. Joseph Shao 
Dr. J o s e p h  S h a o  ca m e  to s h a re o u r  t h i rd 
q u a rter  t h e m e  " P roc l a i m i n g  Ch r ist"  l a st 
Nove m b e r  28,  2010.  Sad ly, m a ny w h o  
ca l l  t h e m se lves o r  t h o ught  that  t h ey 
were ca l l ed to beco me " p rea c h e rs" o r  
"pastors" h a rd l y  m e n t i o n  C h r i st 's n a m e  
i n  t h e i r  messages.  N o  gospel  i s  fo u n d  i n  
t h e i r  s e r m o n s  a n d  most ly ,they ta l k  
a bo u t  h a p p i ness,  s u ccess,  b less i ngs a n d  
other  t riv i a l  t h i ngs i n stea d .  

P roc l a i m i n g  Ch r i st i n  t h i s  present t i m e  i s  
n o t  e a sy beca use t h e re a re d i ffe re nt 
tea c h i ngs t h a t  a re being taught o r  t h a t  
d i ffe rent be l i efs h ave come o u t  that  
confused peo p l e .  Beca use of t h i s, 
peop le  d o n 't want  to l i sten to other  
"te a c h i ngs" o r  " b e l i efs". 

For  those w h o  a re rea l l y  ca l l ed i nto t h i s  
m i n i st ry, l e t  u s  stay fa i thfu l to t h e  Word 
of God & stop those "m otivat i o n a l  

Christmas-Choir Cantata 

Jingle bells . . .  
jingle all the 
way . . . . . .  deck the 
halls with boughs 

· of holly fa la la la 
. . .  la. 

Ch r ist m a s  i s  
a lways o n e  of t h e  
most awaited 
season fo r 
eve ryo n e .  

Exc ite m e n t  a n d  b u st l i ng n o i ses s u rro u n d  
yo u .  

Peo p l e  a re caught  u p  i n  b u y i n g  g ifts  a n d  
p re p a ri n g  fo r fest iv ites .  G a t h e r i ngs, 
re u n i o n s  and p a rt ies  a re h a p p e n i n g  
every w h e re .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s e a s o n  t h a t  
exc ites u s .  But  t h e  rea l d e a l  i s  that  i n  
s p ite o f  a l l  the  b u st l i ng act iv i t ies ,  ca n t h e  
w o r l d  st i l l  re m e m be r  why w e  a re 
c e l e b ra t i n g  Ch r i stmas?  We may h ave 
h e a rd the story of the b i rt h  of Ch r i st so 

messages" w h i c h  c a n  deceive i n stead of 
lea d i ng peop le  to Ch r ist .  

James 3 :  I ,  "Not many of you should 
become teachers, my brothers, for 
you know that we who teach wi l l  be 
judged with greater strictness." 
May th i s  passage rem i n d  us of o u r  
accountab i l i ty t o  God and t o  othe rs a s  
teachers o f  God 's Word . 

� lltR .ApiJi.if of Clvi.iMnta.d .hJtiJuJ .IJl'll 

pRMR. 
]m � of Clvi.iMnta.d tJWR .tµJll lwpR. 
]m waJlnl.fJi of Clvi.iMnta.d qJILUtf .tµJ11 looR. 

-tl.uilwl! 'Unluwwn 

m a ny t i m e s  that  somet imes  we d o n ' t  
wa nt  to h e a r  i t  a ny m o re .  Often w e  
fo rget why God sent  H i s  S o n - it  was t o  
save u s  fro m t h i s  c h a ot i c  a n d  
con d e m n e d  w o r l d  a n d  that  we may n o t  
per i sh  ete r n a l ly. 

Last Dec.  1 9, 2010, t h e  c h u rc h  c h o i r  gave 
a s h o rt ca ntata . O n e  of the songs 
ent i t led  "S ing G l o ri a  To n ight ! " re m i n ded 
us  how heave n s  rejo iced when o u r  
Savi o r  w a s  b o r n  to b r i n g  peace t o  a l l  
m a n k i n d .  



Induction of New Diaconate 
We p ra i se God 

for c h o o s i n g  a 

new l e a d e r  to 

serve H i m  and for 

t h e  ree l e ct i o n  of 

p a st deacons  a n d  

d e a co n esses s o  

t h ey ca n cont i n u e  

t h e i r  ca l l i n g  t o  

serve.  

Being a c h u rc h  l e a d e r  i s  not an easy 

ca l l i ng .  If you look  at t h e  d ict i o n a ry, t h e  

word deacon mea n s  "to wa it"  o r  

"wa iter", m ea n i ng to se rve others .  

M a ny don't  k n ow t h e  rea l  m ea n i ng of  

t h e  word deacon. Some t h i n k  i t  m e a n s  

"ch u rc h  l e a d e r "  o r  a h ig h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  c h u rc h  o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  

a u t h o ri ty. 

To be a deacon is to h ave t h e  pr iv i l ege to 

serve G o d  & t h e  c h u rc h  t h o u g h  it may 

not be a pe rfect one.  I t  i s  a way to let 

others k n ow that  s e rv i ng  God a n d  

peo p l e  i s  a fu lfi l l i ng exper ien ce, a way t o  

do m o re t h i ngs fo r H i m .  M ay w e  r u n  the 

race not j u st beca use of t h e  pr i ze b u t  to 

give back what  i s  due H i m .  

Congratz ! Dea .  G i l b e rt Ya p a n d  t o  t h e  re

e l ecte d .  

(20 1 1 )  1 st Theme Seminar : "Christ , the Cornerstone of Church 

Leadership" by Dr. Stewart Young 
On S u n d ay, J a n u a ry 30, 2011,  D r. Stewa rt 

You n g  ca m e  a n d  s h a red to us t h e  fi rst 

t h e m e  ent i t led  " C h r i st ,  t h e  Co r n e rsto n e  

of C h u rc h  Lea d e rs h i p". 

not a l over of m o n ey. He m u st m a nage 

h is  own h o u s e h o l d  we l l ,  with  a l l  d ign ity 

kee p i ng h i s  c h i l d re n  s u b m i ss ive . . .  " ( 1 

T i m .  3 : 2-4 ) .  

M o reove r, h e  s h o u l d  know 

God's word we l l  and not j u st 

by k n owledge but  by hea rt 

a n d  d i sce r n m e n t .  

N o  matter  how "good" y o u  

a re b u t  if  Ch r ist i s n ' t  p a rt o f  

you r  goodness,  i t 's j u st good 

fo r n o t h i n g .  To h e l p  the 

What rea l l y  i s  t h e  

q u a l i f ica t i o n  of a c h u rc h  

l e a d e r ?  T h e  B i b l e  t e l l s  u s  

that  i n  o rd e r  to beco m e  

o n e, h e  m u st be "a bove 

re proach,  the h u s b a n d  of 

one wife, sober- m i n d e d ,  

se lf-co ntro l led ,  

respecta b l e ,  hosp ita b l e, 

a b l e  to teach,  not a 

d r u n ka rd ,  not v i o l e n t  b u t  

g e n t l e ,  not  q u a rre lsome,  

Jesus Christ is h imself the c h u rc h  grow not o n l y  i n  

n u m be rs b u t  i n  q u a l ity , t h e  cornerstone-Eph. 2:20 
h h 1 d h 1 �--------� c u rc ea e rs t e m se ves 

Child Dedication 
Febru a ry 6, 2 0 1 1 ,  a l i tt l e  b a by g i r l  w a s  

d e d icated to t h e  L o r d  by h e r  p a rents,  

J o n a t h a n  & S h a ro n  Tey u .  Th is  l i tt l e  

b u n d l e  of joy i s  n a med Za ra Sofia Tey u .  

T h i s  c h i l d  i s  s u re ly  b l essed fo r s h e  w a s  

b o r n  i n  a Ch r i st i a n  h o m e .  M ay h e r  

p a rents  g u i d e  h e r  i n  t h e  w a y  of t h e  Lord 

and that she may not  d e p a rt fro m H i s  

Wo rd . 

M a y  we kee p  l i tt l e  Za ra i n  o u r  p raye rs 

t h a t  s h e  w i l l  g row beaut i fu l l y  in t h e  Lord 

a n d  t h a t  s h e  w i l l  be used by G o d  to fu lf i l l  

H i s  p l a n s .  

The B i b l e  teaches p a rents  t o  g u i d e  t h e i r  

c h i l d re n  we l l  a n d  d i sc i p l i n e  t h e m  i n  

God's way, n o t  t h e i r  way. A s  P roverbs 

2 3 : 1 3  says,  "Do not with h o l d  d i sc i p l i n e  

fro m a c h i l d ;  i f  y o u  str i ke h i m  w i t h  a rod,  

shou ld  be t h e  o n e  to set good exa m p les 

and be t ra i ned so that  t h ey w i l l  k n ow 

m o re of God's Wo rd . 

A p e rson is c a l l e d  by God a n d  i s  chosen 

by H is  p e o p l e  beca use h e  o r  s h e  i s  

q u a l i f ied,  n o t  beca use t h ey a re good 

fri e n d s  o r  that person i s  r ich a n d  gives 

b ig  to the c h u rch b u t  rat h e r  t h ey a re 

r ight for t h e  j o b .  Sad to say, m a ny c h u rch 

l e a d e rs d o  not rea l l y  u n d e rsta n d  what  

l e a d e rs h i p  m e a n s  n o r  d o  t h ey m a ke 

C h r i st as t h e i r  cornersto n e .  They d e p e n d  

on what  t h ey k n ow a n d  h ave.  God gave 

H i s  Son in o rd e r  t h a t  the l e a d e rs of t h e  

c h u rc h  w i l l  fo l low H i s  exa m p l e  a n d  m a ke 

H i m  t h e i r  fo u n d a t i o n .  

Fol ly i s  b o u n d  u p  i n  t h e  heart o f  a 

c h i l d ,  but the rod of d i sc ip l ine  

dr ives it  far from h i m .  

Proverbs 2 2 :  I S  

he w i l l  not d i e ." I n stead,  i t  corrects & 
i m p a rt s  wisdom to t h e  c h i l d - b u t  if we 

give t h e m  t h e  w ro n g  " l ove", t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  

beco m e  a d i sgrace t o  h i s  p a rents  ( P rov. 

29: 1 5 ) .  



PCGS Sunday 
Cebu Gospel Church cele brated Philip pine 

Christian Gospel School (P.C.G . S.)  Sunday last 

February 20, 2011. Pastor Angelo Gutierrez 

shared God's Word that Sunday morning, 

remin ding us how blessed the teachers an d 

students are for belonging to a Christian 

school. That they have this special privilege to 

get to know more of Christ an d how a 

Christian community works. 

Indeed,  it is true that we are very blest by 

God for the 

chance to 

study an d 

grow up in a 

Christian 

school an d 

hopefully, we 

can be blessings to others an d share God's 

Word to them even as we leave the pillars of 

the school; an d of course, set good examples 

to those who are in need of Christ and all 

those who don't know Christ at all. 

To God Be the Glory ! 

"With a grateful heart, with a song of p raise, with an outst retch arm, I will bless your name. Thank you, Lord. I 
just wanna thank you, Lord . . .  " - Don Moen. 

" Faithful God, G rateful H earts" was the theme of our 95th church anniversary. Truly, God has been so 

gracious an d faithful to our church for the past 95 years. Surely, there is no such thing as a perfect church, for 

people have their own opinion, have their own points of view an d are of different characters an d personalities; 

but, the important thing is that Christ is in the midst of the church and through Him, there is unity, love and 

respect for each other. 

God always has a pur pose in every challenge He allows the church to go through. Question is how do 

we respon d ?  Do we mock the church, leave the church, criticize , fight or add more problems to the church? Or, 

do we pray for the church, help find solutions, encourage on e another ? Most important of all, do we d e pend 

more on God an d ask wisdom an d discernment from Him? There wil l be adjustments to be mad e but are we 

willing to meet half way in ord er to achieve it? 

I grew up in this church an d have been serving the church for quite sometime now. I saw people come 

an d go. The re are lots of changes . . . . .  old buildings mad e n ew .. . . .  n ew lead ers elected an d groomed .. . . . I saw how 

the church faced trials & challenges an d witn essed how God's sufficient grace allowed the church to reach 95 

years. If God isn't  with us, surely we wouldn't make it through 95 an d still going. Pride, selfishness and politics 

can d estroy not just the church but each other's relationship .  May we ask God to give us teachable hearts, 

humility an d God fearing church lead ers an d members. 

Last March 12-13 of 2011, the church 

celebrated her 95th anniversary. A 

than ksgiving dinner hosted all the members 

and guests as they cele brated with 

gratefuln ess to God at Grand Majestic 

Convention last March 12, 2011. 

Guests from different Chinese churches in 

the Philip pin es (Luzon, Visayas & Mindanao) 

came and cele brated with us on this special 

occasion . There were at least 50 guests 

who attended the said event. 75 minor 

prizes and 20 major prizes were raffled 

away . 

We are very than kful to all the donors of the 

pri zes. May God continue to bless you. 

Sunday, March 13, 2011 was the church's 

anniversary worship service.  The church was 

fully packed with members and guests. 

Young children from the Sunday School 

D e partment offered praises to God by a 

song number and an inter pretive dance 

number. I t  was so fulfilling to see their faces 

lit up and smiled while singing. 

Rev. Phil i p  Co was the anniversary speaker 

an d h e  said that we are truly blessed - that 

God has allowed us to reach such long years 

of existence .. . .  that we have each other 

wor king hand in hand and running the race 

together to accomplish God's wor k. 

May we realize how truly blessed we are by 

God through His faithfuln ess. Let us not 

forget to show our gratitude towards Him 

every day of our lives. 

With a thankful heart 

We will give You praise 

You 've been so good 

Covered us with grace 

You have been our strength 

In a time so dark 

So we worship You 

With a thankful heart 

So we lift up our praise 

And we lift up out sacrifice to You 

Lord we offer our prayers 

And we offer our lives in gratitude 

For all You do 

We worship You 

With a thankful heart 

Don M o e n  



YEAR 200 6  IN PICTURES 

C H U RCH TH E M E  
Pursu ing Excel lence After God's Own Heart 11; jf -fc  , � .@.� 
TH E M E  V E RSE: H ebrews . 1 3 : 20-2 1 

- Hebrews 1 3 :20-21 talks about G od givin g us peace 

th rough our L ord Je sus, eq uipp in g us th at we may do His 

will an d wh at is ple asin g to His sight. May we p ursue 

excellence for G od's  glory as he eq uip s us to do His will. 

MAN DAU E G OS P E L  CH U RC H  
Cebu Gospel Church - Mandaue Branch started it 's Sunday Worship Service on January 5 ,  2006.  

C H I LD D E D I CATI O N  
Ch ildren are blessin gs from G od. The y  are treasure s more p recious th an jewels or an y ge ms. H ow p arents  

rear th em is  also important as th ey can sh ow th em the right k in d  of  Jove. 

M ay th e paren ts of th ese ch ildren n urture th em well an d raise 

the m  up the way G od h as comman ded them to. The y  sh ould 

also remember th eir accountabilit ie s  toward G od. 

The fo l lowi ng ch i l d ren  were ded icated to the Lord: Justeen 

Faye Avel lana, Tom Kenley Ledesma, Ca itl in  Deene Ong, Hans 

Gabriel  Saw, Jonathan Ryan Tio, Lyle Kristoff Castro, Cian  

Dimitri Chua,Jayden Christoffer Chan,  Marina Pen n  See Diet, 

Michel le  Pa ige See Diet 

9QTH 

AN N IVE RSARY 

"PROCLAI M GOD 'S  
E N D U R I N G FA ITH F U LN ESS " 
11; jf -fc  ' � .@.� 
TH E M E  VE RSE: PSALM 100 
BY: R EV. M I CHAEL  TSAN G  

- Th is p assage tells us t o  th ank our Creator for givin g 

us the p rivile ge to be h is "sheep in the p asture " an d 

for bein g faith ful to us. That is wh y the psalmist tells 

us to make a joyful n oise, se rve G od with gladne ss, 

come into h is p re sence with sin gin g, ente r  h is gate s 

with th anksgivin g an d into h is courts with p raise s in 

our mouth s - because the L ord is good, h is ste adfast 

Jove en dure s fore ver an d h is faith fulne ss to all 

gene ration. (Ps. 1 00) May we also be faith ful to Him 

an d the gene ration th at follows us. 



BA PT I S M  
Baptism symbolizes an announcement to the public that you have accepted Christ as your Lord and personal Savior 

and that you are now part of God 's family. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come." (2Cor. 5:1 7) Once a person is baptized, he should realize that his old-self (old ways 

or habitual sin) is gone and new-self (changed life) has come. When you're being immersed in the water, it 

symbolizes that you have died with Christ, your old-self is buried together with him; and when you come out from 

the water, it symbolizes your new being in Christ. 

From Cebu Gospel Church, the following were baptized: 

Jimmy Avellana, Christine Chua, Jan Erika 

Go, Faith Alexis Oh, Lorraine Elizabeth 

Ong, Philma Yap, Gina Claire Ng, Hannah 

Joyce Matutina, Harrison Chua, Berkley Ng, 

Jeremey Jay Po, and Justin Greg To Chip 

. . .  and from Mandaue Gospel Church, 

I 

Erwin Co l ina, Peter Po I l l , Maria Tolosa, Lynnette Uy, 

Christine Uy, I ris Hannah Yap, 

Edward John Colina, Lorenz Colina, Evelyn Go Colina, 

Frank Ngo & William Ngo 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
* 1 st Evangelistic Meeting held at MGC on March 1 9, 2006 with Rev. Danny Reyes as Speaker 

* 1 0th CBDTI Youth Summer Conference at Dumaguete City entitled Youth Extreme Challenge 

* CGC Mission Committee held a Medical Mission at PCGS on Aug 5, 2006 and the 1 st JLY Medical Mission held 

outside of Cebu at Hilongos, Leyte last July 8, 2006 

* 2nd Evangelistic meeting in MGC by Rev. Jeremiah Cheung 



ACCF Couples ' Enrichment Retreat at EGI Maribago, Mactan 

* 1 0  delegates from CGC complete d the cross cultu ral m iss ion 

expos u re tra in ing b y  the Ch ristian B ible Chu rch of the 

Ph ilippines (CBCP} 

* Elde r Pete r Yap represente d  ou r Miss ion Comm ittee in vis iting 

the ch u rch m iss ion work in Ch ina on Oct. 1 1 -1 5, 2006 

* The following h a d  been 

electe d as Deacons an d 

Deaconesses for the yea r  

2007-2009- Tiong Kh ing Ong, 

Hen ry Tiu, Ph ilip Uy, Ton y Yap, 

Irene T. Ong Mag dalena 

Po,Jen n y  Ting an d L ily  K. 

Young. 

* Evangelism Explos ion-Us ing 

Evangecube 

* 1st MGC Fam ily  Retreat last 

Dec 2006 

Miss ion E mphas is :  
Heed the Ca l l  

1�ltut* 
by Rev. J e rem iah  Cheung 

Our church pastors and 1 6  church members joined the 7th Chinese Congress 

on World Evangelization (CCOWE) in Macau last July 1 7-21, 2006 



YEAR 200 7 IN PICTURES 

CH U RC H  TH E M E  
Devotion To God, Compassion For Men 
ait £m-# ' 1=- .e. m- A.. 
TH E M E  VERSE: M atthew. 2 2 :  37-39 

- Matt. 22:3 7-39 is a very familiar passage for u s: "love 

the L ord with all your heart . . .  and love your ne igh b our 

as yourself': A very e asy command given to us but a 

difficult one to follow. How can pe ople love G od with 

all their he art, mind, soul & stren gth when the y  are 

e asily con su med b y  all the h appen in gs and th in gs around them such as techn ologie s, movie s, gadgets, 

bu siness, le isure, an d succe ss, amon g others. When it come s  to servin g in the ch urch, so man y re ason s 

are given ju st to be free from the ir re spon sib ilities. 

- H ow can we h ave compassion towards others when we e asily keep track of other's faults, when we tend to 

look down at others or th in k  th at we are better th an others. Where is the compassion ? Christ showed 
compassion to those who needed it, not tear them down. J oseph was thrown into a cistern and sold b y  

h is brothers but he sh owed compassion t o  the m. Ne ver did h e  sh ow ven ge ful attitu de n or was h e  spite ful 

- th at 's compassion for men.  How can we h ave an impact towards others when there 's n o  compassion ? 

And h ow can pe ople see Christ in our live s  when compassion is n ot seen n or felt? 

CH I LD D E D I CATI O N  
The following children were dedicated to 

the Lord: Sandee Rae Ledesma, Yael 

Gwayne Lopez, lsaiah Jameson Tan, Keith 

Dominic Yu, Diana Alexand ra Gothong 

' 
.... . 

CGC 1st Jo i nt Wors h i p  Service with MGC d u ri ng  o u r  
Congregat ion a l  Sunday 

9 151 AN N IVE RSARY 
"S P R EAD I N G  TH E GOSPEL  WITH O N E  H EART & O N E  M I N D "  
� ·-:.; % !  ' � 81. #i *  
TH E M E  VERSE: P h i l .  1:3-6 
BY: R EV. CH UA CH I 

- Paul told the pe ople in the ch urch of Ph ilippi h ow grate ful he 

was to the m  for prayin g and supportin g  h im from the 

begin n in g  of h is min istry e ven when he was in prison . The 

ch urch in Ph ilippi sh ared the gospel ju st as h ow Paul h ad 

tau ght  the m  from the very begin n in g  and still contin ued in 

spite of Paul's predicament. Paul h ad h oped th at Christian s 

today would sh are the same gospel. 



I NEWS IN BRIEF 

* Baptism(CGC)-Mark Vincent Chua, Eugene 

Dy, Jefferson Tan, Carl Andrew Sy, Clarence 

Aaron Sy, Aaron Lemuel Ong, Robert 

Hansford Ching, Sarah, Tio, Michel l e  Tio and 

Gail Leslie Uy 

* Baptism(MGC)- Jeanne Uy and Diosdada 

Oscares 

* " Le a d  l i ke J e s u s" tra i n i ng o n  A p r i l  2 - 3 ,  2007 at E l  
S a l va d o r, D a n a o  City. 2 2  youth l e a d e rs fro m o u r  

c h u rc h  atte n d e d  t h e  t ra i n i n g 

* D r. Wa n d a  Po L ia m G i o k  a n d  Ptr. Al ice H u a n g  we nt to 

H a n  Z h o u ,  C h i n a  fo r a s h o rt term m i ss ion  o n  A p r i l 1 8-

27,  2007 

I 

* Operation:Jesus Loves You (J LY) Medical 

Mission at Sogod, Cebu 

* D r. J e a n n e  C a ra m oa n went with 4 of o u r  yo u ng peop le  

to V iga n  C i ty  fo r a s h o rt te r m  m i s s i o n  wh i le  4 1  yo u t h  

d e l egates fro m o u r  c h u rc h  atte n d e d  t h e  3 2 n d  FCCF 

nat ionwide s u m m e r  yo u t h  confe re n ce i n  Bag i u o  City 

* CGC Youth Summer Conference on April 9-14, 

2007 at MGC. Main Speaker was Ptr. Terence 

Lim entitled " Because of Christ .. .I am, I can, I 
wil l "  [fil ;fi- � tf ' 4b't ' a *"  ' .ft. -t-. 

* We welcomed Dr. Jeanne Caramoan, Rev. Yu 

Bon Kim and Mrs. Aida Yu and Ptr. Rosaline 

Lim to serve in our church 

42nd 

* C h i l d re n  M i n ist ry Co nfe re n c e  c o n d u cted by t h e  

S c r i pt u re U n i o n  fo r t h e  S u n d ay Schoo l  Tea c h e rs at 

PCGS o n  A p r i l 1 2 - 14,  2007. To p i c- 5 2  Creat ive I d eas  to 

teach B i b l e  Sto r ies  to c h i l d re n  

* Sta rt i ng J u ly, 2007 G ood N ews T V  p rogra m co u l d  b e  

v i ewed a t  Skyca b l e  c h a n n e l  74 i n  Cebu 

ISSION EM��SIS W1EEK 
PASSilON lrlJK SOULS 

� ft � � 
,.... rbs TI 30 .. He who wins souls is wise '· 

Speaker · Elder Allen Lim ' · 

Sept 20 23r 2007 

Mission Emphas is :  
Passion for Souls  

� ft i: �  
by Dr. A l l en  L im 



CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS 

� 
* MGC Eva nge l i st ic M eeti ng by 

P rof. A l l en  Li m 

* MGC he ld  once a month 

Eq u i pp i ng Sess ions 

* DVBS-Sta r Quest 1t !. it 4 

* Rev. D a n ny Reyes con d u cted a 

speci a l  sem i n a r  on " F i l i p i no 

Ch i nese Youth Cu l tu re! "  JF .f. 
t 1¥- .:>c.  {t. 1 l a st Oct 27, 2007 

* The fo l l owing were e lected as 

Deacons a n d  Deaco n nesses for 

the yea r  2008-2010-Alexander  

Te, Ph i l i p  Ya p, N ixon Po, 

Emmanue l  O ng, Mona  Chang 

L i ,  Rose M a rie  Su  Castro, Jane 

J a ne Ong and Joseph i ne  Que 

Yu .  

* J u n ior  Wi nter Ca m p  on  Dec.  

26-28, 2007 at MGC 

CGC Cho i r  gave a p resentat ion  e nt i t led 
"Who is  th i s  C h i l d ? "  on  Dec 23,  2007 

d u ri ng Wors h i p  Service 

MGC Ch i l d ren ' s  Cho i r  rende red the i r  Ch r istmas  
p rese ntat ion  on  Dec 16 ,  2007 



YEAR 2008 IN PICTURES 

92N° AN N IVE RSARY 
"SERVING AND LOVING" 

JJli. � 1t -i. 
TH E M  E V E RS E :  J o h n  1 3 : 1-5 
by DR.  DAV I D  CH E U N G  

C H U RC H  TH E M E  
Ta ke Root Downward, Bear Fruit U pward 

� r tL� ' � J::. .� * 
TH E M E  V E RS E :  I sa i a h .  3 7 : 3 1  

- God's Word should n o t  b e  only head kno wledge b u t  should be 

allo wed to saturate our lives  so we can plea se and glorify God. 

MGC TH E M E :  To Procla i m  Ch rist 

CH I LD 

D E D I CATI O N  
The fo l lowing  c h i l d ren  

were ded icated 
to the Lord : 
Perciva l Andrei Ya p, 
M i kayla Louise Yap, 
Christ ian Dean Ong 

- Jesus came down to earth not to be served but to serve. This is an example for 

us Christians to follow. Sad to say, we always have this a ttitude of diffidence; 

conscious of who is in the higher or lower position. Christ is Lord, King, Saviour 

and Prince of Peace, yet he washed the dirty feet of his disciples without any 

hesitation! What  about us ? Does money or position really matter when it 

comes to serving & loving Him ? Can we still be called Christ 's disciples if these 

things matter to us ? 



Baptism(CGC) 
D e re i k  M i ca h Po,  N a t h a n i e l  

I s a a c  Yu, Cath e ri n e  M a e  C h u a ,  

Cha rm a i n e  De Leo n ,  Lora l e e  

Gay le  O n g, a n d  J oa n a h  U y  

DVBS 
Trea s u res U n l i m ited 

$.ft. �lUl-J M i 

03 S i ster 's  fe l l ows h i p  h e l d  a n  eva n ge l i st i c  

m e et i n g  o n  M a rc h  25,  2008 at t h e  CG C 

A u d ito r i u m .  To p i c  was " D ia bete s :  Ca u ses  

and C u re "  with  D r/Ptr. J ea n n e  Ca ra m oa n a s  

spea ke r. 

03 B a pt i s m ( M G C ) -Ti rso G o  a n d  Ta n s i u  Tu a n  

03 M u s i ca l Co n c e rt by t h e  Cove n a nt S i n ge rs 

l a st Apr i l 30,  2008 e nt i t l e d  " S o n gs of Fa i t h "  

03 We lcomed Ptr. & M rs .  E r i c  C h a n ,  Ptr. Ke re n  

• A  s p e c i a l  sem i n a r  w a s  co n d u cted b y  Rev. Da n ny 

Reyes o n  " F i l i p i n o  C h i n ese Yo u t h  C u l t u re 2 "  l a st o n  

J a n u a ry 2 6 ,  2008 

• CGC M e m be rs h i p  Co m m ittee o rga n i zed S e n i o r  

C it i ze n s  O u t i n g  l a st Feb 7 ,  2008 at G u ba ,  Ta l a m b a n  

Ta n ,  Ptr. Ange lo  a n d  Ptr. Ch a rm a i n e  Yu 

G ut i e rrez to se rve i n  o u r  c h u rch  

03 Se m i n a r  e nt it l e d "  B i b l i ca l  P r i n c i p l e s  of 

C h u rc h  Lea d e rs h i p "  by Rev. Dav id  C h e u n g  

o n  J u n e  2 8 ,  2008 

03 The re n ovat i o n  of o u r  S u n day S c h o o l  

b u i l d i ng sta rted l a st J u ly, 2008 

03 The CY F ce l e b rated its 60th a n n ive rsa ry 

- - -� � - .,._- � 



c:::> CGC M u s i ca l 

Eva nge l ist i c  M eet i n g  

b y  Rev. Lu i S h i a u  

Ti n g/La o S a m  of 

G ood TV M i n i st ry 

l a st Oct .  25,  2008 

c:::> D o n a t i o n s  were s e nt 

to t h e  Szech u a n  

Ea rt h q u a ke v ict i m s  

i n  C h i n a  

K i a n  K e e  60th Fo u n d e r ' s  D a y  G ra n d  A l u m n i  H o m e co m i ng 

SP£CIA1 
SEMINARS 

• B I B L I CA L  P R I N C I P LES 

OF TH E CH U RC H  

LEA D E RS H I P  

i:t � Ni. !ft � 11 ;fi- M. t-4.� 
�ih 
- R EV. DAV I D  

C H E U N G  

• F I L I P I N O  YO UTH 

C H I N ES E  C U LTU R E  2 

�� � * if- :){_  1t. 2 

- R EV. DAN N Y  R EYES 

43 ru 
MISSION EM HASIS WEEK 

CA,;st's "ssi01t, 
Our Mi · tt 11 

l. 1f  ·� i! ,  {.t. l\ 1t .. 
SEPT. 25·281 2008 

M ission Emphas is :  
Christ 's  Mission, o u r  Mission 

£ 1f 1i 3! '  1� �11!. 4f 
by Pa sto r Jay  Ba n z u e l o  



../ B i l ly G ra h a m ' s 

eva n ge l i st i c  v i d e o  

t ra i n i ng p rogra m 

../ U n i ca b l e  Dest i ny sta rted  

b ro a d ca st i n g  "GOOD TV" 
on C h a n n e l  78 

1st M G C  Ch r ist m a s  Ca ntata 

CGC Ch r ist m a s  Ca ntata 

� � r.- � -·. �- .:r--

1009-1011 DEACONS 
AND D£ACON£SS£S 

L oren zo On g, Jr. 

David J ohn son Tan 

George Tan, 

James Youn g 

L ili  G othon g 

Merry L ou rdes L ee Yu 

Julie Sy- Tio 



YEAR 2 00 9  IN PICTURES 

CH U RCH TH E M E  
One Christ, One Ch u rch 

"it - �'f ' � - � l! 
TH E M E  V E RS E :  E p h es i a n s  4 :4-6 

- As we become part of G od 's family, we are assign e d  to 

different an d specific tasks. We h ave role s to perform as 

Christ 's b ody - Christ is the he ad, some of u s  may be the 

feet th at help brin g pe ople the good news in different 

place s; we may be the h an ds th at help others wh o are in 

need, n ot to pin poin t the mistake s or we akne sse s of others; an eye to see wh o needs help an d n ot to look 

down on others; the mouth th at spre ads God's  Word which give s life to others, n ot to gossip an d te ar 

some one down; a heart th at sh ows compassion an d forgivene ss, n ot to be h ostile an d arrogan t; an d we 

may be the e ars to listen to some one wh o wants to be heard or pour his hurts out, n ot to e ave sdrop an d 

cau se prob le m  - this is the Ch urch. When Christ is n ot "in side " the Ch urch then it is n ot calle d Ch urch, it is 

ju st a buildin g. 

CH I LD D E D I CATI O N  BAPTISM (CG C} 

J o h a n a  Cass idy To C h i p  

D i o r  J u sti n e  G oth o n g  

Kate M a ri e l l e  Aviso, H a ro l d  Reg Aviso, J o h n  Dav idson Ta n ,  J e d  Ear l  

G o, Sa m u e l  E l iezer  Uy, F red r ic  Car l  Te and Edwa rd Dybuco 

Qu e e n i lyn J a n e  Ang,  

A rt h u r  Lo u i e  Ong,  

Dom i n i c  Da n i e l  O ng, 

S h a r leen D i a n n e  Ong,  

Denze l  Matt h ews Po 



i n  Life 

I n a ug u rati o n  o f  t h e  n e w l y  ren ovated S u n d ay S c h o o l  b u i l d i ng 

93R0 AN N IVE RSARY 
"HOPE IN LI FE" 

A. 1.  ffJ ft',} � 
by R E V. DAN N Y  R EYES 

FCC F Nat ionwide S u m m e r  Yo uth Confe re n ce 

"G et Rea l "  

2 Cor i nth i a n s  1 3 : 5 , 8 

Pa sto r Jay  B a n z u e l o, Rev. Ste p h e n  Ta n 

B a g u i o  City 



CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
© M iss ion Emphas i s  Theme-One Chr i st, One  M iss ion 

... - �· .. i} - '.i: ll  
by Rev. P h i l i p  Ong  

© Jo i nt Su n r ise Service l ast Apr i l  12 ,  2009 at Garn,  M G C  

© 3 rd Worldwide Ch i nese Women  M iss ion Confe rence 
"For a Time  l i ke Th i s "  he ld in  Taa l  V ista H otel ,  Tagaytay 
C ity 

5th Yo uth  Ca m p  

" Lost i n  t h e  Wo r l d  . . .  Fo u n d  by Ch r ist " 
� f i- �� -tlt- ' &. 1f 4 1.:f 
by Ptr. J e bo B a n z u e l o  

M a rc h  30-A p r i l 4 ,  2009 

Cre m d e c  Ta pta p,  B u say 

SPECIA L SEMINA RS 
* T i t l e :  " C l m s t · G re J t n e s s o f  t h e  G o <, p e l "  

D a t e : F e b  7 ,  2 0 0 9  

By . D r. S t e w a rt Yo u n g  

* T i t l e ·  " T h e  S u ff i c i e n cy of  C h 1· 1 <; t "  

D a t e :  M a y 3 0 ,  2 0 09 

By P t r. Jdy B a n zu e l o  
* T i t l e .  " C h u rc h . Toge t h e r fo r t h e  G o s p e l " 

D at e :  J u l y 2 5 ,  2 009 

By R e v. P h i l i p  C o  

* T i t l e " C o m m u n 1 t y · Ta k i n g  the  G o s p e l  
to  t h e Wo r l d " 

< !  l! f  .:,,·l :1 ·lj  f .v 
Dat e . O c t  2 4 , 2 009 
By : D r. J o se p h  S h a o  of  B S O P  



DVBS 
God's  B i g  Backya rd 

tif !'A Htrit. 

OUTREACH 
• Donation to Typhoon Ondoy's Flood 

victims in Manila 

• The Membership Committee held a Free 

Executive Panel Check up for church 

members who are 45 years old and above 

last August 16, 2009 

• Medical and Dental Outreach at Maguikay 

Elementary School in Mandaue City and a 

Medical Mission held at the Mandaue 

Sport Complex last Nov., 2009 

M G C  La d ies' Fe l l owsh i p  3rd YEAR A N N IVERSARY 

3 rd Yea r  A n n ive rsa ry of M G C  La d ies' F e l l ows h i p  

INDUCTION OF TH£ NEW 
DEACONS AND D£ACONN£SS£S 

FOR 1010-1011 
Anth on y  L im 

A lexan de r  Oh 

Dan ie l  Ong 

Hyman Yap 

Elena G o  

Helen G o  

Nancy Ong 



YEAR 2 0 1 0  IN PICTURES 

CH U RCH TH E M E  
I n  Christ Alone 

'it-{£. £ 1f 
TH E M E  V E RS E :  Co loss i a n s  1 : 28-29 

The passage tells us to be cautious about false teaching (teaching a � 
different Christ). Paul says that it is impossible to become perfect Christian � _ 
nowadays because we are still living in this sinful world with our sinful flesh. -tJ',. lf ff 
We could only attain perfection when Christ returns; in the meantime Christians �'t.:> 3:::0-0-_..;; 
should know what they believe in and stand by it rather than be tossed to and fro by A_o_i __ _ 

immaturity. Christ should be the centre of our message, not what others say, think, or want or feel, but what the 

Bible says. The great commission tells us to preach the gospel (Salvation) that others might be baptised in the 

name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

E m m a n u e l  E d ra l i n , C h r i s  Rya n C h u a ,  R o b i n  A lec  H o, E l i za beth J o a n n e  

G u a nzon K i n g ,  Ke n z i e  R hys L i ,  Ka r l  R i c h a rd Li m , N a t h a n i e l  P o h  T i u  

La u ra D e i  Castro a n d  J e risch  Va l e n z u e l a  



941H AN N IVE RSARY 
"I N CH RIST ALO N E" 

"fl,(f_ � 1f 
TH E M E  V E RS E :  J o h n  3 : 16-2 1 

by D R .  J O S E P H  S H AO 

Eva n ge l i st i c  P l ay 

" N o  G reate r Love" 
J<;.. T )(. -tij: , .;,,; 
C h a n c e l  Re p e rto i re 

PCGS Gym n a s i u m  

M a rch  6 ,  2 0 1 0  

- A l ove sto ry betwee n  a n  u ng ratefu l d a u g ht e r  a n d  h e r  pa re nts w h o  

s a c rifi ced so m u c h  so s h e  ca n fi n i s h  schoo l  a n d  be a s u ccessfu l 

e nt re p re n e u r  somed ay. The d a ughter  beca m e  fa m o u s  b u t  h i d  h e r  rea l  

l i fe fro m h e r  boss,  worke rs a n d  eve n fro m h e r  fa n s .  O n e  fatefu l d ay, 

h e r  l i fe n e a r ly  e n d e d  b u t  beca use  of h e r  m o t h e r ' s  g reat l ove, s h e  b l e d  

a n d  gave h e r  b l ood j u st t o  kee p  h e r  d a ughter  a l ive . T h i s  i s  a n  

i l l u st rat i o n  s h owi ng  how m u c h  G o d  l oves u s  b y  se n d i ng H i s O n e  a n d  

O n ly Son t o  d i e  fo r o u r  s i n s  - C h r ist ' s  s a c r if iced H i s  l i fe fo r u s  eve n 

t h o ugh we d o n 't d ese rve i t .  



N ove m be r  S h i n e  Ang,  

J a d e  M i c h a e l  U .  P resb ite ro, 

N ico le  Dy, 

V i ctor ia  B e l l e  O n g, 

M a ry D i a n e  Po, 

M e l o d y  H o p e  Lee Yu 

PCGS 6 2 n d  

fo u n d i ng a n n ive rsa ry 

1 st G o lf-To u r n a m e nt 

F e l l ows h i p- C K KAA 

@ Ce b u  Cou ntry C l u b  

"Ch rist less Christia n ity" 
Apri l  5-9, 2010 • Bacolod City 

S i s .  Au C h ay H o ng, J u l i a n n e  Li a n a  Co, E rwi n a  C h a n ,  J e n d ri c k  Shawn C h a n ,  

C h a r les  J o s h u a  C h i u ,  Red h Edga r Ch r ist ia n H o n o ri d ez,  Beve r ly A m a n d a  

Gotho ng, Dave r ic  D a n i e l  O ng, J a cq u e l i n e  M a e  Ta n,  G l a dys Les l i e  Ro b i n s  Uy, 

I rv i n  E d u  Va l e n z u e l a  



MANDAUE GOSPEL CHURCH 
Vacation Bible School 

Mardi S9-S1t -·· 

The Armor of God ;fif ery � � 

M e m bers h i p  Comm ittee he ld  its Sen ior  C it izen 

J u n i o r  Ca m p  "Yo u  a re G o d ' s  M a sterp i ece" J u n e  2-5, 2010 
out ing last Aug 6 ,  20 1 0  for ch u rch mem bers who 

are 60 years old a n d  u p  

M G C  1 st S u m m e r  M a n d a ri n  Ca m p  

The S o u l  Searchers a n d  the Band went  
to S u rigao Gospel  C h u rch for a 

M u sica l/Eva nge l istic meeti ng  last 
Oct 22-23 ,  20 1 0  



M ission Emphas is  
" P rocl a i m i ng C h rist" 

� ;fJ; .I. if 
by Rev. Jay H a l lowe l l  

Eve ry ye ar, the theme of our Mission Emph asis week tells an d rem in ds us an d our m ission arie s th at 

the re are still so m any lost souls th at need to be save d. Ch rist 's  Greatest Comm ission to e ve ry believe r  is to 

"g o to e ve ry n ation an d pre ach the GOSPEL" so th at pe ople m ay be b aptize d in the n ame of the Father, an d 

of the Son, an d of the Holy Spirit. Ch rist 's  m ission is to save the lost an d it is our m ission to spre ad His word 

so th at othe rs m ay h ave salvation. A s  we sh are the Word of G od, m ay we faith fully an d accurately do so by 

pre ach ing the right g ospel. May our m ission be Ch rist-centre d  an d n ot self-centre d, focusing on wh at we can 

g ive an d be a ble ssing to othe rs because of Ch rist. 

SEMINA.RS 
• B i b l i ca l  Pe rs p e ct ive • " Love Ch r ist " ,  " S e rve Ch r ist"  

o n  Pa re nt i n g  

� �� i! �Jt � t-.  ij 
by D r. J o h n  Tse 

A p r i l 24, 2010 

and " P roc l a i m  C h r ist 

� � &. if, • :t- &. if ,  � .f� &.  
if 
by T h e  Ch r ist i a n  Ed u ca t i o n  

Co m m ittee 

• Lea rn i n g  B a s i c  

A m oy 

( C h i n ese Ve r n a c u l a r  

D i a l ect ) 

by Rev. P h i l i p  O n g  

• Th e o l og i ca l Ed u cat ion  

by Exte n s i o n  (TE E )  

" I n d u ct ive B i b l e  St u d y" 

!� �rll A � �� 
by Rev. P h i l i p  Co 



M G C  Fa m i ly Ch r ist m a s  Ce l e b rat ion a n d  Ca ntata l a st Dece m be r  2 0 1 0  

Yi r/111 ;9r.;ju,/ Yf Im n.j, 
.. 1'o'. � .... 0 _ .. .  ... 

I I 
CGC C h rist m a s  Ca ntata 2 0 1 0  

I n d u ct i o n  of 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 3  D e a c o n s  a n d  Deacon esses : 
T iong K h i n g  Ong,  To ny Ya p, G i l b e rt Ya p, H e n ry Ti u ,  

Joce lyn  U y- Po, I re n e  To-Ong,  M agd a l e n a  P o ,  J e n ny T i n g  a n d  L i ly  K .  Yo u n g  



YEAR 2 0 1 1 IN PICTURES 

CH U RCH TH E M E  
Jesus Christ, The Chu rch & Me ll� �&. 'ft , :tt t- � .ft  

TH E M E  V E RS E :  E p h es i a n s  4 : 1 1- 1 6  

- Ch rist give s specific an d appropria te spiritual gifts to each 

in dividual an d it is ou r du ty an d re spon sib ility to kn ow h ow to u se 

the m  in the righ t way. He can ta ke it a wa y  from u s  if we neglect it or 

u se it wron gly. A s  me mbe rs of a ch u rch an d Ch rist b ody, un ity, 

ha rmon y an d ma turity a re neede d  to accomplish G od's  pu rpose. We 

sh ould be accoun table to the ta sks tha t  h a ve been en tru sted to u s. 

Ma y we be the solu tion ra th e r  than the cau se of proble ms. 

C H I LD 'D E D I CATf b N  
Za ra Sofia Teyu 

S i ste rs' Fe l l ows h i p  

60th A n n ive rs a ry Ce l e b rat i o n  

F e b ru a ry 2,  2 0 1 1  



J oybe l l s  G o s p e l  Tea m  

PCGS St u d e nts 

G ra n d  Prize W i n n e r  of  a 40" Sony LC D B rav ia  TV 

with h o m e  theater :  S i ster J oyce Uy 

FAITHFUL Goo 
GRATEFUL HEARTS 
Cebu Golpe! Ouch ""'-"'"'--

The S o u l  Sea rc h e rs 

The U s h e rette s 

...... .. w 

0 







� 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

Cebu Grand Convention Center 
March 1 2, 2011  
� 

P rof. S h a n g  Qu a n  

95rH AN N IVE RSARY 

" FAITH F U L  G O D, G RATE F U L  H EARTS" 

� · 89 *' ,  § � 99 ,c,, 
TH E M E  V E RS E :  D E UT E RO N O M Y 7 : 9  

BY: R EV. P H I L I P  CO 

- THE PASSAGE REMINDED US THAT OUR LORD IS GOD. A GOD WHO 
KEEPS HIS COVENANT. A GOD WHOSE FAITHFULNESS AND 
UNWAVERIN G LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE GOES ON FROM G ENERA TION TO 
GENERA TION AS LONG AS THEY KEEP HIS COMMANDS AND LOVE HIM. 
MA Y WE BE GRATEFUL TO OUR FAITHFUL GOO WHO SEES US THROUGH 

TO GOO BE THE GLORY! 

E l d e r  Pete r Ya p Rev. P h i l i p  Co 



' 

I SUNDAY WORSH IP SERVICE • M A RCH 1 3 , 2 0 1 1 I 
GRATEFUL HE.ARTS 

Cebu Gospel Chlrdl 
Sl5lh � ta"! Celebl ations 
March tt..13, 20t1 

� *II 
··�v. 

Ce b u  Gospe l  Ch u rc h  C h o i r  

Rev. U n  Hock Wee 

P rof. S h a ng Qu a n  

Pastor Er ic  C h a n  

O u r  G u ests 



J oy be l l s  Gospe l  Tea m  

Sermon Spea ke r :  Rev. P h i l i p  Co 

I nterprete r :  Pa sto r A l i ce H u a n g  

Spec i a l  N u m be r  b y  t h e  S u n d ay Schoo l  K i d s  

The Congregat i o n  

Qllll � l.JVV1 . 
91 � Cllllblul!Cft 
*di 1z.tl, 20tl 

• n� 
n.u 

S u n d ay School  D a n ce rs 



S isters' Fe l l ows h i p  vo l u nte e rs a n d  t h e i r  

ass ista nts w h o  l ovi ng ly  p re p a red t h e  

d a i ly s n a cks fo r t h e  k i d s .  

Tea c h e rs a n d  

ass i sta nt tea c h e rs 

DVBS 
E x p l o r i n g  G o d 's Wo n d e rs i n  S p a ce 

A p r i l 1 1-15 ,  2 0 1 1  

Eve ryone h ad a blast le arn in g about G od's 

m igh ty p owe r an d His am azin g love. 



NINETY-FIVE
Compiled by Stevenson Q. Yu

Gospel Light50

th95  word in
the Bible (KJV)

thThis article is brought to you by the number 95, to commemorate the 95  Anniversary of our church!

In 1517, Martin
Luther nailed his

95 Theses to a
door of the 

Wittenberg Castle
church, sparking

the Protestant
Reformation

95 children returned to Jerusalem 
from Babylon after the Exile 

Ezra 2:20, Nehemiah 7:25

1916
to

2011

50 million 
minutes

832,752 
hours

34,698 
days

4,956
weeks

3 billion 
minutes

April 5 this the 95  day
of a non-leap
year.

On this day:
Ÿ The Cold Food Festival is celebrated inChina, Korea, and Vietnam.Ÿ 1614. Pocahontas (native American princess) marries colonist John Rolfe.Ÿ 1947. Born, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo,th14  Philippine president.Ÿ 1955. Sir Winston Churchill resigns as British Prime Minister for health reasons.Ÿ 1975. Died, Chiang Kai-Shek, Presidentof Taiwan.

Ÿ 1987. Debut, Fox TV Network.

95Am
Americium

Element #95
A synthetic, highly
radioactive element 
widely used in
smoke detectors.

π to 95 digits: 3.14159265358979323846264338327 028841971693993751058209749445923078164062862089986280348253421195

How to write 95 from Base 2 to 36

Ÿ Joseph Barbera, co-founder of 
the Hanna-Barbera animation 
studio

Ÿ Norman Borlaug, scientist, 
Father of the Green Revolution

Ÿ Mark Felt, “Deep Throat”, 
Watergate whistle-blower.

Ÿ Helio Gracie, martial artist, co-
founded Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu style

Ÿ John Kluge, philanthropist
Ÿ Roger Milliken, textiles magnate
Ÿ Norman Wisdom, comedian, 

“England’s funniest man”

Microsoft Windows 95, released in 1995 
(of course!), was a groundbreaking 
evolution of the operating system.

“Wisley
2008” 

Rose

95
petals



95 in Classical Music

務光 51

Ninety-Five around the World:

A 95% confidence interval
is considered reliable

 in Statistics

95 Calories

3 ounces, lobster meat
2 tbsp., pumpkin seeds

1 ounce, brie cheese
⅔ KFC drumstick (crispy)

⅓ cup, white rice

How to burn it off???
(assume 72 kg male)

 

Jog at 12 km/h for 6:02 minutes
Hunt big game for 13 minutes

Hang glide for 22 minutes
Shop for 34 minutes

th¯ Dvořák’s 95  Opus is 
Symphony no. 9 in E minor,  
titled From the New World

th¯ Debussy’s 95  work by 
Lesure number is Pour le 
Piano (For the Piano)

¯ Bach Works Catalog no. 95 
is a chorale entitled 
Christus, der ist mein Leben 
(Christ, who is my Life)

th¯ Beethoven’s 95  opus is 
Serioso, String Quartet no. 
11 in F minor

¯ Work no. 95 in the Handel 
Works Catalog is a cantata 
entitled Clori, vezzosa Clori

th¯ Handel’s 95  Symphony 
for Orchestra is in C minor

th¯ Schumann’s 95  work is 
an art song for voice and 
piano, titled 3 Gesänge 

th¯ Brahms’ 95  opus is also 
an art song for voice and 
piano, titled 7 Lieder

thThe 95  Psalm begins a 
series of psalms devoted to 
praise and worship.  It is 
called the Invitatory Psalm.  
Many hymns use parts of this 
psalm for their lyrics.



轉韓國鵲觸過尊 撞騙
黃約麗傳道 ﹒ 楊江雅娟執事

�謝主耶穌， 姊妹圍契60週年成恩慶

典蒙主賜福，能於2011年2月22日順利 進行．

半年前，我們邀請到洪吳純瑜師母，她答應

擔任 成恩會的講員，我們的心才安定下來，

因為好講員不容易請得到． 這兩天， 天 氣晴，

主恩充沛，成j敘主愛不盡．

60週年成恩慶典的前一天 ，職員往機

場迎接菲律賓華福婦女團契主席吳純瑜傳道．

講員如期安抵本埠，由姊妹圍契副主席王黃

美蓮姊妹來獻花． 黃陳靈玉姊妹招待住宿．

從 其住宅往宿務華國會議中心招待午餐． 職

員們和貴賓彼此交通享受主內甜蜜的圍契．

2月22日下午三時，我們在宿務基督教

會的大禮堂一同崇拜主耶穌． 由陳蕭梅治姊

妹建議團契主席、講員、顧問、職員、契友

們安著排好的隊伍樂曲步 進大禮堂敬拜主．

楊江雅娟執事擔任主席、領。昌、報告姊妹團

契的簡史和活動，蔡恆美姊妹司琴，蕭必冷
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傳道開會的禱告，黃約麗傳道請經並介紹講

員． 經文馬太5:15-16 「人點燈，不放在斗底

下，是放在燈台上，就照亮一家的人． 你們

的光也當這樣照在人前，叫他們看見你們的

好行為，便將榮耀歸給你們在天上的父． 」洪

吳純瑜師母的題目是 「活得可愛，為主發

光」． 這是我們現在 需要的課題，因為契友

們在 人生中扮演不同角色． 如她是作人家的

大姊或小妹、伯母、阿姨、母親、祖母、人

家的老師或老朋友某角色． 影響別人的生命，

使人認識獨一 無二的真神． 自己一生走主道

路， 引人歸主． 這種人生無價寶． 講員 說：家

有一老， 則有一寶． 長 輩有許多人生的知

識、智慧可以做年輕人的榜樣． 另一方面，

我們若老，就要承認我們已老了，我們要接

受裝備（學習），保持身體健康， 要盡量與朋

友聯絡，財產 趕緊分配． 培養下一代的人認

識正確的價值觀，（如：拿東西 給長輩要用雙

手． ） 好好靠主過日子，安然度日． 講員勉勵

在 時代轉變中，我們換了角色，要接受． 我

8Jo¥wl為ht



怨怨、曾
主青海 光

們 要繼續為主發光，要活得可愛． 我們要俏

（姿容輕盈俊美）、要笑（喜樂 ） 、要跳 （運動 ） ！

全場飽嚐靈廷，成謝主．

我們 在 盛會中承蒙主內肢體賜愛，分

擔 各種工作 又貢獻精彩的節目，順此致謝，

願主祝福他們：傅念實兄弟佈置會場（back

drop）和攝 影，他的公子傅雷榮兄弟也協助攝

影． 黃張麗英姊妹與Majestic Cate「ing接洽並

負責預備鮮花獻給講員． 黃﹔水妙姊妹等負責

膳務、訂菜、並繕寫識別證（ID）.陳仁仁傳道

設計請帖． 楊永興執事設計秩序單． 葉真真

姊妹辦理分發紀念品的名錄、掃描像片備電

腦技﹔ 影片（Scan Pictures for Powe「point

Presentation）.紀念品是手電筒和錢包由以下

協助分發：葉如玉執事、劉吳美瓊姊妹、 尤

林華美姊妹． 王林玉玲姊妹負責分配招待員

及裝置氣球（Balloon）.教會的工友忙得忘記錄

下主講人的信息，幸得楊吳淑雅師母供給一

些資料． 自助餐以外，梅治姊和陳王香英姊

妹獻燒牛，靈玉姊、麗英姊和華美姊獻燒羊．

務完

,. 
".,; -. ＂＇－肯 司e

李麗萍姊妹用電腦印詩歌． ﹔水妙姊妹教 導姊

妹團契獻唱：「恩典夠用」﹒ 雅娟姊教 導3贊

美操（Praises Dance）.吳蔡莉莉姊妹主持聖經

猜謎． 田如瑛姊妹鋼琴獨奏： 「救主歡喜的

聲」和「主領我路這句極好J﹒ 黃根源、長老

獨唱 “O Glorious Love’，． 王李佩珠姊妹教 導運

動舞（Line Dancing）.會眾吟姊妹圍契週年歌．

黃運 福牧師頒獎出席優勝者，並 祝禱閉會．

然後攝 影．

愛廷在 晶1J堂舉行，人數足足有一百五

十人． 根源、長老頌。昌：「四方各樣好物」﹒j共

英峰傳道領禱謝飯． 次日，黨蔡玉3居姊妹和

主講人是同學又是好友，乃負責送她到機 場

上飛機回峽市．

宿務基督教會的長執、牧師 、傳道、

姊妹團契在 2010年所邀請的講員、各團契的

代表，友會有生命基督教會和伯大尼 堂的代

表蒞臨同頌主恩和贈送賀禮． 短促中草率，

遺漏之外，析與寬恕．

措 恩 恩會
為 ． 主發光

S.'f 



CEBU GOSPEL CHURCH & ME 
Richard Joseph C. Li 

. .. . . � -

I have always believed that some of God's 

greatest gifts to mankind are those that can change its 

meaning or purpose in different times and on different 

circumstances of our lives. 

I believe that our church, Cebu Gospel Church, is 

one of these gifts. As we celebrate our 95'h Anniversary, 

allow me to share with you the many facets and changes 

of what Cebu Gospel Church means to me the past 31 

years .... 

THE P LAYGROU ND 

Back when I was around the age of my son Kenzie 

right now, almost 2 years of age, I had my first encounter 

with our church. At that age of course, all that I cared 

about was play, eat, sleep and play. Hence, I would refer 

CGC as the building where I can play and have lots of fun. 

Once a week, I would excitedly looked forward to 

be at the designated Nursery room where I could actually 

get to play during Sundays while my parents attended 

Sunday services. 

Litt le did I know that there in the 'playground', the 

seeds of my Christian life were slowly being sowed. My 

nursery teachers would always find ways to insert a thing 

or two about God, Jesus and what _it meant to be a 

Christian. Although I had very little understanding then, at 

least it was a good beginning. 

THE P LAYSCHOO L  

Fast forward to a couple of years and this 
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playground has now morphed into a "play-school." Not 

the kind of play-schools that are popping up everywhere 

nowadays where they teach young children just about 

everything. For me, playschool back then meant 

attending regular classes on weekdays and Sunday school 

at our beloved CGC. I felt that my Sunday 'play-school' was 

very cool and special ! ! !  

For one, I had it only once a week. Often, our 

teachers didn't give us a ton of homework to do at home. 

It was in Sunday school that I learned a thing or two about 

a guy called Jesus Christ and how He gave himself up to 

save me and my family. Even better was that after lesson 

time, we would always have snacks and some fun crafts to 

do. 

Fun as it was, I also began to understand who 

Jesus was and learned that the playground was actually 

more of a school because it had important lessons to 

teach. Lessons that would ultimately change my life in 

years to come. 

THE COMPASS 

Fast forward again to a couple of years and our 

church the "playschool" would now become my compass. 

Why compass? For one, it was at this time and place 

where I met many of the people who later became 

important to me. It was here that I started to get to know 

many of my mentors, my ninongs and ninangs, my closest 

friends and most important of all, my wife Kimberly. 

I also considered CGC to be my compass because 



fo r s o m e  reasons, my p a re nts o pted to e n ro l l  m e  at Sacre d  

H e a rt Schoo l  fo r boys t h e n .  N ot t h at I a m  co m p l a i n i ng .  I n  

fa ct, I a m  a l ways t h a n kfu l t h at by d o i n g  s o ,  t h ey exposed 

m e  to t h e  best of both wor l d s .  They made s u re that  at 

h o m e, o n  F r i d ay eve n i ngs a n d  o n  S u n d ays, my s i b l i ngs a n d  

I we re cons istent ly ta ught a bo u t  P rotesta nt fa i t h .  O n  t h e  

oth e r  h a n d, se n d i ng m e  t o  t h e  best schoo l  i n  Cebu a t  that  

t ime e n a b l ed m e  to p re p a re we l l  fo r u n ivers ity stu d i es .  

As Sacre d  H e a rt School  fo r boys was ru n by J e s u it 

pr iests, at t i mes,  t h e  tea c h i ngs c l a s h e d  espec i a l ly w h e n  it 

ca m e  to re l i g i o n .  T h ree t i m es a week, o u r  re l ig i o u s  

s u bj e cts at Sacre d  H e a rt wo u l d  ta l k  a bo u t  Cat h o l i c  fa ith  

and tea c h i ngs were goo d .  W h i l e  I u n d e rsta n d  that  both 

Cat h o l i c  and Protesta nt be l i eve rs a re ca l l e d  C h r ist ia ns,  my 

hea rt b e l o ngs to P rotesta nt fa ith  a n d  I am j u st g l a d  t h at 

Cebu G o s p e l  C h u rc h  h e l pe d  i n  kee p i ng m e  gro u n d e d  a n d  

conti n u a l ly re m i n d e d  me of w h o  G o d  i s  a n d  w h at H e  

m e a n s  t o  m e .  

O n  d ays w h e n  I was rea l l y confused,  Cebu G o s p e l  

C h u rc h  was t h e  co m pass that  l e d  m e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h  a n d  

at t h e  t i m e  w h e n  I needed it  m ost. 

TH E H O M E  AWAY F R O M  H O M E 

Co l l ege ca m e  a n d  afte r a few yea rs, my s iste rs a n d  

I m ig rated t o  Ca n a d a .  I t  w a s  d u ri ng t h i s  t i m e  that  I 

co n s i d e red CGC a s  my h o m e  away fro m h o m e .  I wo u l d  

a l ways l o o k  fo rwa rd t o  ret u r n i n g  t o  Ce b u  a n d  t o  a c e rta i n  

degree, t o  goi ng back  h o m e  t o  CGC.  W h et h e r  i t  w a s  j u st 

fo r a few d ays d u ri n g  schoo l  term b rea k o r  vacat i o n  break 

fro m work w h i l e  work ing  i n  Ca n a d a ,  I wo u l d  a l ways t ry to 

reco n n ect with fri e n d s  that I h ave made at CGC.  

I t  h a s  n eve r fa i l ed to a m aze me how d u ri ng t h ose 

t i m es, when I come back and v is i t  CG C e i t h e r  fo r a CY F 

sess i o n  o r  a practice m eeti ng with  t h e  So u l  Sea rc h e rs, my 

fe l l ow c h u rc h - m ates wo u l d  a l ways m a ke m e  fee l  l i ke I 

h ave n eve r l eft at a l l .  It was d u ri n g  t i m e s  l i ke t h ese that  I 

s a i d  to myse lf  how l u c ky I a m  beca use n ot o n ly d i d  G o d  

g ive m e  a c h u rc h  t h at w e l c o m e s  i t s  " ba l i k baya n s" 

w h o l e h ea rted l y  b u t  that  G o d  h a s  a l so b l essed m e  with 

true fr i e n d s  w h o  a cc e pt m e  fo r w h o  I a m  and a re a l ways 

l o o k i n g  after  my own good rega rd l ess of w h e re I h ave 

bee n .  S o m e h ow, i t  beca m e  p a rt of the reason why I 

wa nted to come b a c k  to Cebu fo r good . 

TH E C H U RC H  AS MY S O U RCE O F  STR E N GTH 

Fa st fo rwa rd to yea r  2009 w h e re l i fe c h a n g i n g  

events h a p pe n e d . I t  was t h e n  w h e n  I co n s i d e re d  t h e  

C h u rc h  t o  be my s o u rce of stre ngt h .  My wife j u st gave 

b i rt h  to o u r  l itt l e  b u n d l e  of j oy n a m e d  Ke n z i e .  W h e n  Z was 

a bo u t  a m o nt h  o l d ,  I a l m ost lost my l i fe beca use of 

D e n g u e .  W h e n  you a re a bo u t  my age, 28yrs o l d  at t h at 

t i m e, you wo u l d  t h i n k  t h at D e n g u e  is s o m et h i n g  that  is off 

t h e  ra d a r  of t h i ngs to worry a bo u t .  A l though we often 

hear trag ic  sto r ies of c h i l d re n  and eve n yo u ng a d u lts who 

s u ccu m bed to th is  d re a d e d  vi rus,  it  d o e s n ' t  rea l l y  regi ste r 

m u c h  u nt i l  you yo u rse lf  go t h ro u g h  t h e  ordea l .  

I t  was d u ri n g  t h i s  t i m e  that  I wou l d  co n s i d e r  

myse lf  a s  o n e  of t h e  l u ck i est p e o p l e  a l ive.  For  o n e, I w a s  a t  

t h e  e m e rgency roo m  w h e n  t h e  d e n g u e  s h ock syn d ro m e  

h a p pe n e d ,  r ight i n  t h e  m i d st of m a ny m e d i c a l  consu lta nts 

a s  wel l as  l i fe-savi n g  e q u i p m e nt a n d  m e d i cat i o n .  Seco nd 

and m o re i m po rtant ly, it  was a l so d u ri n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h at I 

saw t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  s u p p o rt, p rayers a n d  l ove fro m t h e  

C h u rc h  that h a s  stood b y  m e  a l l  my l i fe .  W h at was eve n 

m o re a m a z i n g  was that c h u rc h  a cq u a i nta nces a n d  p e o p l e  

I h a rd ly k n ow wo u l d  v is i t  m e  d u ri n g  my recove ry to offe r 

s u p po rt a n d  p raye rs fo r m e  a n d  my fa m i ly. To t h i s  ve ry day, 

I sti l l  t h a n k  G o d  fo r that  seco n d  l i fe a n d  fo r a l l  those w h o  

were t h e re to h e l p  m e  see it  t h ro u g h .  

TH E C H U RC H  A S  M Y  SO U RC E  O F  H O P E  

F i n a l ly, fa st fo rwa rd to today, I a m  n ow a fat h e r  of 

an a ct ive g row i n g  boy. The c h u rc h  h a s  now beco m e  my 

so u rce of h o p e .  A hope t h at I wi l l  be a b l e  to p l a nt the 

seeds  of C h ri st ia n ity as  my son sta rts h is  own j o u rney a n d  

cyc l e  o f  l ife, a n d  a s  h e  m oves fo rwa rd fro m p l aygro u n d  to 

h i s  p l aysc h o o l ,  may h e  be p ro pe rly  rooted in t h e  va l u es 

a n d  v i rtues  of a wo n d e rfu l C h r ist i a n  l ife . 

A h o p e  t h at w h e n  t h e  t i m e  comes fo r h i m  to fa ce 

his own d evi l s  a n d  tr ia l s  o r  w h e n  h e  beco mes confused or 

d i sor iented a n d  gets l ost in the p rocess,  o u r  c h u rc h  w i l l  

o n c e  aga i n  beco m e  a sou rce o f  l ight a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  

t u n n e l .  That  C e b u  G o s p e l  C h u rch w i l l  o n c e  aga i n  be a 

com pass to l e a d  Z back to t h e  r ight path at t h e  t i m e  w h e n  

h e  needs  it  t h e  m ost . 

A h o p e  t h at G o d  wi l l  great ly use Cebu Gospe l  

C h u rc h  i n  g iv ing to Z a l i fe story of h i s  own and o n e  that  is  

h o pefu l ly b igger, b righter and m o re fru itfu l than m i n e  so 

that one day, h e  too ca n te l l  his own c h i l d  a bo u t  t h i s  

bea ut ifu l g ift G o d  ca l l s  Ce b u  G o s p e l  C h u rc h .  A c h u rc h  t h at 

wo u l d  m e a n  so m a ny t h i ngs u n d e r  m a ny c i rc u m sta nces 

and at d iffe re nt t imes to Z a s  it  d id ove r m i n e .  

H a p py 95•h a n n iversa ry C e b u  G ospe l  C h u rc h ! To 
G o d  be t h e  G l o ry !  
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許郭錦繪

中國人 特別喜愛「8」這數字， 因為「8」
是預表興旺及發達， 所以在2008年的世界運動會，
中國特訂於8月8日8時舉行閉幕典禮。 此外， 中國
人也喜歡汽車的號牌有「8」這號數， 所以願意付
出高憤而獲得。 甚至要購 買高樓大廈， 也喜愛選擇
第「8」座樓， 其價值雖然比較其他高一點也不介
意。

聖經有記載上帝用洪水滅絕人類，他留下
挪亞一家口「8」個人，耶穌在登山寶訓也以「8
福」來教導人，而保 羅的書信又指引行事為人的
「8則」，以供信徒待人接物之準繩及 處世之指
南。

（一）行事為人是憑著信心（林後5:7)
live By Faith 

「信心」及「眼見」是相對的生活範疇，信心
是屬靈的天上生活， 眼見是屬世的世界生活。 所謂
信心， 就是「所望之事的實底， 未見之事的確據」
（來l I: 1)。 聖經有記載： 「人非有信就不能得上帝
的喜悅」（來l I : 6) 

SG 

要靠信心：
﹒仰望上帝一 亞伯拉罕憑著信心離開 本地本
族父家往神所要指示他的地方去 （創 2:1) . 
他憑信心，竟把他晚年所生的獨生愛子以撤，
獻給上帝，所以他被稱為「信心之父」。
如今，我們是否能在任何境遇裹，憑信心舉
目仰望上帝？我們能否完全相信他的大能？

如果我們憧得靠信心仰望上帝，就免� 受了
很多不必要的掛慮憂愁及煩悶。
﹒捨棄自我－ 當我們接 受主耶穌基督做我們
的救主後，就應該把 「 自我」與他同釘十絮，
讓神 在我們心襄做主做王。 保 羅往大馬色去

要殺害門徒， 但在途中親身遇到主後，就將
「自我」完全的放棄了，盡力放腥的證明耶
穌是基督。
﹒得勝罪惡－ 如果我們憑著信心，就不靠自
己的力量， 而是靠著聖靈在我們心中所運行
的力量去面對一切的罪惡和試探。 約瑟雖然
被賣到埃及地，但他靠著信心勝過情慾的引
誘。 要能 夠站立得穩，就按憑信心，靠基督
的力量 ， 過看得勝罪惡的生活。
﹒與主同行一與主同行實不簡單， 又不容易．
因十 字蕪的路是宰的，經過的人是少的． 唯
有靠著信心與主同行，才可忍 受艱難， 克服
問題，走上了世界崎 過彎曲的路途。 以諾與
主同行，神就將他取去， 他就不在世了（創
5:24）。

（二）行事為人是憑著良心（使23: 1) 
live In G。。d c。nscience

當上帝創 造人類峙，祂已把「良心」天賦
放在人的深處． 所以人能夠明辨是非，分別善惡，
崇尚公義，譴責罪惡。 然而， 自從始祖亞當夏娃犯
罪以後， 所存的良心己敗壞了， 理智也成為愚昧與
虛妄。 巴不得我們能省察自己，責備己錯 ，悔改認
罪，公平待人，分辨善惡， 存著一個無虧的良心與
人交往。

（三）行事為人當順著聖靈而行（加5: 16) 
live by the Spirit 

聖靈和情楚、是相敵的對象， 順著聖靈就不
會放縱肉體的情慾，肉體的情慾包括姦淫， 污穢，
邪蕩，拜偶像，邪術， 仇恨，爭競，忌恨，惱怒，結
黨，紛爭， 異端，嫉妒，醉 酒，荒宴等類（ 加5:19-
21）。 一個真正屬主的人能夠靠著聖靈結出聖靈的
呆子：仁愛、喜 樂、和平、忍 耐、 恩慈、良 善 、信



實、溫柔、節制（加5:22) , 
名。

活出好的見證’ 榮耀主

（四）行事為人要憑著愛心（弗5:2)
Live a Life 。f Love 

甚麼是愛？「愛」有許多的釋義，但是我認
為最詳細完整的釋義是記載在哥林多前書13:4-8:
「愛是恆久忍耐， 又有恩悉，愛是不嫉妒，愛是不
自詩，不張狂，不作害羞的事，不求自己的益處，
不輕易發怒，不計算人的惡，不喜歡不義， 只喜歡
真理． 凡事包容，凡事相信，凡事盼望，凡事忍耐，
愛是永不止息」﹒ 「如今常存的有信，望，愛，其
中最大的是愛」（林前13:13）。

神的福音是以「愛」為中心． 因為「上帝
愛世人，甚至將他的獨生子賜給他們，叫一切信他
的，不至滅亡，反得永生」（翰3:16）。 「神為我們
的罪作了挽回祭，這就愛了，上帝既是這樣愛我們，
我們也當彼此相愛」（約壹4:10-11)。

什麼是愛的表現？要用愛心說誠實話（弗
4: 15) . 不可有淫亂，污穢，貪婪．不說淫詞，妄言吾
和戲笑的話，總要說是位謝的話 （弗5:3-4）. 凡事不
可虧待人，要愛人如己。 這樣，世人就必因我們所
彰顯的愛，受了店主動而接受耶穌得蒙拯救。

（五）行事為人當像光明的子女（弗5:8)
Live a Life 。f Light 

上 帝創造宇宙， 第一 天 就 是 要 有 光 （創
1: 3) , 后主示錄最後一章也述說： 「不再有黑睛，他
們也不用燈光日光，因為主上帝要光照他們． 他們
要作王，直到永永遠遠」（敢22:5）. 可見「光 」 在
神的眼中，是極其重要的．

耶穌說： 「我是世界的光，跟從我的就不在
哩咕裡走，必要得看生命的光」（約8 : 12）. 主說：

I 人若恨他的弟兄，他是在黑畸裡． 愛弟兄才是在
光明中」（約壹2:9-10）。

光明所結的呆子就是一切良善、公義、ill
實（弗5:9）. 我們的生活、工作、言行、舉止 、 心
懷意念，要靠主活出「良善」﹒ 我們也要以「公
義」待人，不分富貴貧賤，而是一視同仁． 並要以

「識實」與人交往，不要當面甜言蜜語， 背後妄加
毀謗． 總要「察驗何為主所喜悅的事」（弗5:10) , 
不行晴昧無益的事，倒要將行惡可恥人的行為顯明
出來． （弗5:11) 

（六）行事為人與基督的福音相稱（聯 1:27)
Live a Life w。rthy of the Gospel 

福音的真諦乃是基督為我們的罪死了，而
且理葬了， 第三天復活了（林前15:3）. 我們既然接
受了這福音， 就應諸省察自己是否真的與主同釘十
蔡，將「老我」埋葬了，而活出新的生命。 行事為
人要與基督的福音相稱，必須「﹔有同一心志，站立
得 穩，為所信的福音，齊心努力，凡事不怕 敵人的
驚嚇」（耕1:27-28) . 

（七）行事為人與蒙召的恩相稱（弗4: 1) 
Live a Life w。rthy of the Calling 

神用重價贖回了我們，使我們享受蒙召之
恩． 我們要如何報答此恩呢？「凡事謙虛，溫柔，
忍耐，用愛心互相寬容，用和平彼此聯絡，竭力保
守聖靈所賜合而為一的心」（弗4:2-3）。 並照基督
所量給各人的恩賜，各盡其職， 建立基督的 身體
（弗4:7,12）。

（八）行事為人對得起主（西1: lOa) 
Live a Life w。rthy 。f the Lord 

耶穌有兩個門徒對不起他． 一個是彼得，一
個是猶大． 彼得曾經對主誇口說： 「眾人雖然為你
的緣故跌倒，我卻永不跌倒」． 耶穌說： 「我實在
告訴你，今夜雞叫以先，你要 三次不認我」． 彼得
說： 「我就是 必須和你同 死，也總不能手認你」
（太26:33 35）。 但是，當主被捉以後，他處於生死
的關頭，就三次否認主。 請悶，當我們有一天活在
宗教受逼迫的環境中時，豈可係證我們不會像彼得
跌倒而否認主？

猶大以卅兩銀出賣了主，卅兩銀是當時一
個奴f寞的價值（出21:32) . 如今我們生存在充滿邪
惡和誘惑的社會中，是否為了金錢而放棄上帝離開
他？為了貪愛錢財與世界妥協而出賣了祂？

要對得起主，就應該「滿心知道神的話意，
凡事蒙他喜悅，在一切善事上結果子，並漸漸多認
識神」（西l :9-10）。

總之，願我們將「行事為人的8則」，不僅
是永銘在心， 而是實踐在每日的生活上， 直到將
來審判時，能坦然無懼在主前， 將一切縈罐歸於
上帝。

（一）行事為人是憑著信心 Live by Faith 
（二）行事為人是憑著良心 一Live in Good 

Conscience 
（ 三）行事為人當順著聖靈

the Spirit 
而千于一Live bγ 

（四）行事為人要憑著愛心－ Live a Life of 
Love 

（五）行事為人當像光明的子女 － Live a Life 
of Light 

（六）行事為人與基督的福音相稱 一Live a 
Life Worthy of the Gospel 

（七）行事為人與蒙召的恩相稱 － Live a Life 
Worthy of the Calling 

（八）行事為人對得起主 － Live a Life w。rthγ
of the Lord 
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為宿務基督教會九十五週年慶典而寫
邵晨光博士

「上帝造萬物 ，各按 其時成為 美好 ．．．．．．」

（傳三l I) 
當天獻上的平安祭 ，有二萬二千隻牛 ， 十二

萬隻羊 ，是個極其盛大的歌會 ，眾人 都目睹

有雲彩充滿耶和革的殿 ，見證土帝的威嚴和

欣聞宿務基督教會九 十五週年立會慶典 ，我 同在 （王上八10）。

僅代表世界華福、菲律演 華福聯誼會和菲律

演聖經神學院 ，敬致賀忱！ t ·r ' 
,
' 慶祝有時 ，慶祝中的喜樂是上帝所給予的。

在 喜慶中 ，上帝子氏所表現的信靠和成恩的

宿務基督教會是菲 華教會的一個重要的燈 情懷 ，表達出我們享受並 且成謝祂所賜的恩

台 ，不單照亮你們所在 的宿務市 ，也照亮菲 息 ，相信宿務基督教會的九 十五週年慶祝 ，

律演與亞洲。你們的宣教事工 ，不但是差錢 猶如舊約子民奉獻聖殿時所享受到的一一上

且差人 ，其工作果效有百倍的收成 ，上帝必 帝的悅納和同在 的喜樂。

繼續不斷地藉著教會流露出更多的恩典 ，讓

更多人得到福音的益處。 』 』1"' 1i. '' 『 二． 紀念有時

一． 慶祝有時 句4.< f 、.，， f川t /1. r: r教會舉辦週年慶典 ，除 了安排慶典節目秩序

和參加節目的人員以外 ，更重要的是紀念主

教會中大大小小的慶祝活動 ，都是榮耀並稱 在我們當中所行的神蹟奇事 ，也當紀念上帝

頌上帝的機會。當所羅門王建完聖殿 ，他以 如何拯救我們的前輩 ，設立祂的教會 ，使我

禱告獻上成恩（王土八2～53），並祝福土帝的 們今天 能在主的家庭裡 ，有事奉、敬拜祂的

子氏 ，也祈禱使地上的萬國都知道惟獨耶和 機會。同時 ，我們藉著週年的慶祝活動 ，一

華是土帝 ，並無別的上帝（王上八54～66）。 戶 方面數算主的恩典 ， 另一方面也激勵我們效

學科為缸



法前輩忠心事主，使上帝的名得到榮耀。

華人教會一般很少注意歷史， 傳統上認為

「左手所作的，不應讓右手知道」。舊約中

的歷史書，以人名地名記載上帝如何介入歷

史，被搶以後的時代，人名的記載特別 的

多，其用意就是見證上帝的偉大和恩典。上

帝願意籍著祂所揀選的人去作成祂的工，我

們每一個人 都 是祂手中可以完成事工的器

血﹔上帝也必紀念你為祂所擺上的服事。

紀念有時，在這九 十五週年喜慶之際，我們

一邊緬懷上帝在 過去年日的恩頌，一邊收集

蒙恩的證據，籌備五年以後的百年大慶。 比

如 ：尋找舊 照片，訪問一些見證人，記錄一

些榮神益人的生活見證。主 僕人忠心的教

導，長執恆心的事奉，信徒愛心的奉獻，這

一些都 將激勵我們愛主更深，事主更得力。

成謝主，你們的差傳事工，不但在金錢上支

持菲律演聖經神學院，而且輸送優秀人才裝

備教牧同工。曾經在菲聖受神學造就並服事

過菲聖的有陳車美傳道、黃絢麗傳道、蕭信

心博士、陳惠璇傳道、傅念玉博士、陳秋登

博士等。目前陳惠璇傳道、蕭信心博士、陳

秋登博士仍然效力菲聖，她們是菲聖的得力

師資。當我們開始拓展海外神學教育事工

時，你們又熱烈回應關 懷， 十年後的今天 ，

撒下的種子已經有了百倍的收成。

土帝有一本紀念冊，紀念那些敬畏祂、 思念

祂名字的人（J.鳥三16）。我們相信在 那一本冊

子裡面，肯定有很多宿務基督教會弟兄姊妹

務完

的名字，我們當喜樂紀念他們的辛勞和付代

價的服事。

三． 推動有時

上帝很祝福祂的教會，宿務基督教會是其中

蒙福的教會。我們在 週年慶祝時，除了紀念

往事，思念前輩的成就，更應該反省梭討事

工的得與失，而能進一步計劃、推動主託付

給教會的宣教大使命。

推動有時，我們要勇於面對時代的挑戰，積

極努力策劃新的事工，迎合時代的需要， 因

為上帝還有很多籍教會去推動的事工。反觀

自己，你是否還有可以為主擺上的計劃？教

會是否有些地方還需要改進 ？我們面對第二

代、第三代多元文化不同群體的需要，你是

否能為興旺主的福音，樂意參與教會事工的

推動，成為上帝恩典出口的管導？

結言吾

教會週年是個喜樂的日子，我們應該成恩慶

祝、紀念和推動。但願上帝繼續在 教會中掌

權，得榮耀！但願教會的眾同工、長執、會

友吏體貼主的心意，與教牧同心合意，推動

且完成主聖工的託付。阿們！

邵晨光
菲律演聖經神學院院長

亞洲神學協會總幹事

世界華福董事

主厝二零一一年三月一日
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聖經： 「我就是門， 凡從我進來的， 必然
得救， 並且出入得草吃．」（約十：9).

「鬥」是每 家每戶的人家不可缺少的工具．

但門具 有能間， 能閥的 關鍵． 在屬靈的準則﹔
「閒」是容許那些饑渴義的人進去． 大衛曾說：

「 這 是耶和箏的門， 義人要進去．」 （詩一 一
八：20). 「關」， 就是那些不體貼神的話意， 祇

憑行善、世俗潮流， 且以乖皮的行為， 在神的教
會中行事． 主耶穌曾做或說： 「 你們這些假冒偽
善的文士和法利賽人有 禍了！因為 你們正當人前，

把天圓的門關了 ， 自己不進去， 正要進去的人，
你也不容他們進去．」（太什三：13).

神對先知坐車益說： 「人子啊， 你要向且

直d止的牧人發預言， 攻擊他們說：主耶手口華如此

說：禍哉！且丘」止的牧人只牧養自己． 牧人並不

當牧養群羊嗎？你們吃脂油， 穿羊毛， 宰肥壯的，

卻不牧養群羊． 」（西三四：1-3).

這雖然是神對當時坐皇.l!l人的說的． 照樣
也是對古今往來， 世界各國的領導人說的．

主耶穌宣告說： 「我就是門」， 這是一個

多麼奇妙的應許﹔祂的應許， 尺，一切相信祂、跟

隨祂的人， 歸入祂的家中， 成為祂的保護看顧的
對象． 原來在巴勒斯坦地區的羊圈， 圍欄只有一
個缺口， 並沒有直正的一扇門． 每到晚上， 牧人
橫躺在羊圈入口的正中． 自己成為那扇「門」﹒
耶穌正是那扇門． 因主耶穌宣告說： 「我是道
路、真理、生命﹔ 若不藉著我， 沒有人能到父

6'0 

學自國
白鴿

那裡去．」（約十四：6）. 凡進入主耶穌的門， 便

能享受以下四個的福：

一． 救恩之福：因為主耶穌是唯一的救恩

之門， 除祂以外別無拯救． 凡相信 進

入耶穌之門的人， 必然得救， 並且得

著豐盛的生命． 也必蒙完全的救贖，

脫離罪．
二． 自由之福：凡進入主耶穌的門， 使得

著釋放， 享受重裡的自由． 並可以

「出」成「入」﹒ 所以， 進入耶穌的

門， 可以享受真正的自由． 且能得到

休憩安息， 出能得保護、看顧﹔入能

與神親密交通．
三． 豐盛之福： 進入主耶穌的門， 就能得

到無限的供應． 享受祂所有擁有一切
的豐富． 主耶穌不但要你進l入祂的門

內． 同樣的， 祂也 進入你的門內． 這

就是合一的生命．
四． 生命之福：主耶穌說： 「我是．．

生命．」主耶穌是一切生命的源頭，

人的生命氣息都在乎祂是生命的主宰，
也是賜人生命的主﹔祂是復活的主 ，
更是叫人復活的主﹔祂是永生的主，

更能拾著祂得到永生． 所以離了主耶

穌， 就沒有真生命， 而且我們的生命
便失去意義和目的． 主耶穌所賜的生
命， 是豐盛的生命．

8Jo呻d2,φt



人 東
小星光

如果有架民航織，時空飛翔，伏視地面上的
東西，會成到渺茫或自為很豪放，然而世界上的事

物都有它本身的限制． 飛機最畏怕的，該是暴風雨
及惡劣氣候． 在這種情況下，就是聶王機也會變得
很脆弱． 大小的飛機得聽從民航處被鎖定在倉庫中
避難． 搭客連一個也不得離開 機場， 要在機場過
夜，但可以在機場享受免費便餐，聽音樂及新聞，
成聊天打發時間． 這群搭客中有兩位是來自星星鈕，
一個是姓陳的老華僑，另一個是菲律賓少女叫主且，
受僱去並盤盤工作． 由於他倆同時來自菲島，言語
很通順． 陳華僑先搭訕，說萃互ι幾年後發大財． 這
話使星星ι聽得捧腹大笑． 她答說，我家道四壁，沒
有業產或地產，家中只有一個幼弟和父母耕田過生
活，沒有養假牛馬羊群或雞鴨待售，不賭博，又不
買馬票或六合彩，你說我幾年後發大財，倒不如說
我會做白夢吧，她的話說得陳華僑面紅耳赤． 當氣
候轉晴，民航機都略續飛回並益主皂，搭客也安全被
送回歸途， 包括主且和陳華僑．主lL被她的女醫生
主人安置在醫生老媽的家中侍候老人家及當雜差．
她工作非常殷勤，認真和丹心． 她聽明伶俐，也善
解人意． 她和老人家和睦相處，很討家人的歡心．
大有自己像老人家的親孫兒，受盡她的痛惜與喜歡，
這一切都反映在醫生的眼眶中． 逝水如年，光陰蓓
幕，一晃眼已過了五、六年． 老人家雖有良約保身，
名醫生女兒與工人的護理，然而還打不過病魔的吞
噬． 老人家心中雖然有女兒細心治療，主互ι忠心陪
伴湯水食物的侍候，世界值得留戀與可 愛． 可是在
訣別的時刻，一切都 變 為無能為力，老人家有氣無
力張開 她的眼簾，不願或不敢閉著眼睛． 下意識，
怕合了眼眶，不能再看見她最痛 愛的人物與親人．
她脫下幾十 年隨身降載的玉成放在主互ι手中再合
著，意思是叫她收下． 然後閉上無力再支持的眼眶，
夾著兩滴熱淚． 四圍的人都嚎旬大哭，特別是孟£

穿梅克

哭得最憂傷，最痛苦． 醫生沒法救治她的母親，雖
然很哀痛，但卻 忍 痛折哀為老人家辦理後事，也將
萃互ι遷入房間一同住．

光陰疾馳，逝水不留人，老人家過往十 幾年
如一日，醫生的健康漸漸虛弱，雖然每日問診的病
人沒有成少，但她身體有支持不住的戚覺，有時行
路得借助星星ι的扶助．

一天適逢是假日，她叫盡]Lf1J醫室談話，手
中拿著一個公文包．主互ι見狀，以為是她工作的末
日，誤為醫生要辭退她，忙跪下求情說： 媽！請留下
我，現我還能夠工作和侍候你！醫生說： 你先讀完
手中的文件再說． 請後，主互ι說： 媽！你為什麼待
我這麼好？我不配！醫生慈祥地說： 我和母親很久
以前想收留你作乾女兒，因為我們很賞識你的殷勤
工作，認真負責任，能幹又忠心，你配得承受我在
並益重的美金四十 萬元存款和半座洋樓． 在我走了
以後，你可帶你的幼弟來並益主工讀，以謀出身．
你的服務夠丹心， 夠盡職，我們母女都非常滿意．
這一點的錢財，是我們一點心意和對你十 幾年的補
賞． 這份文件你一旦簽號交入銀行，你使自動成
為帳戶的新主人，其他手續孟律師會替你辦理完善．

世間的人多數是詭詐多端． 忠心樸實的人
應該是微乎其微．主主已不過是農村山頂姑娘，沒有
享受高深教育或技術的訓練，工作開始，走到並益
差當個雜差． 她 只是單純鄉下女，被安排為醫生及
醫生母親作侍候． 她本能將家事辦理得井然有序，
她洞悉老人家的意見，好容易取得老人家的歡心及
相處． 醫生 甚至取信地將半座洋樓送她，及將銀行
美金四十 萬存款作她的名存入戶口，這可能是罕發
生趣事，也是個忠心侍候人的佳事與報應． 如果我
們將忠心事人的精神， 更改中心事奉神，做光與做
鹽，拯救人的靈魂，定蒙神更加厚特． 神的祝福是
人意想不到的加倍．
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CEBU GOSPEL CHURCH 
AT 9 5  YEARS OLD (YOUNG!?) 

Lil i  Gothong 

D e u t e ro n o my 7 : 9, " K n ow t h e refo re that  t h e  Lo rd 
yo u r  G o d  is G o d ;  H e  is t h e  fa ithfu l G o d  kee p i n g  H i s  
cove n a nt o f  l ove t o  a t h o u s a n d  ge n e rat i o n s  of 
t h ose w h o  l ove H i m  a n d  kee p  H i s  com m a n d s ! ! ! " 

To be n i n ety-five yea rs o l d  . . . . . . .  l f  it we re a 
b u i l d i ng ,  it wo u l d  need re n ovat i o n .  I f  it we re a ca r, 
it i s  ca l l e d  a v i ntage . I f  it we re porce l a i n  o r  a n  a rt 
p i ece,  t h e n  we ca l l  it a n  a nt i q u e .  For  a Ch rist i a n , h e  
s h o u l d  h ave l oved G o d  a l l  t h e  m o re a n d  ke pt H i s  
co m m a n d  a s  h e  ex p e r i e n ced G o d ' s  s p i r i tu a l  
rewa rd s fo r l ove, o b e d i e n ce,  a n d  fa ithfu l n ess .  

W h e n  t h e  c h u rc h  co u n c i l ,  d u r i n g its  
Fe b r u a ry 2 0 1 1  c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g ,  d e c i d e d  to 
ce l e b rate . o u r  c h u rc h ' s  9 51h a n n ive rsa ry, a co re 
g ro u p  com posed of five d e a c o n s  a n d  d e a co n esses 
wa s fo r m e d  to p l a n  out  the eve nt .  I was p riv i l eged 
to be o n e  of the five a n d  eve ryo n e  rea d i ly accepted 
the a s s ig n m e nt .  

After a wee k, n o  o n e  ca l l ed fo r a m e et i n g .  I 
p raye d ,  a n d  rea l i zed t h at I a m  t h e  o l d est i n  yea rs 
( b u t  d efi n ite ly  n ot i n  l o o ks ) .  So I texted t h e  oth e r  
fo u r  m e m b e rs a n d  s uggested t h a t  w e  n e e d  m o re 
b ret h re n  to b ra i n storm s u c h  a n  i m po rta nt ta s k .  
W e  a d d e d  t h re e  yo u ng m e n  a n d five n ot-so-yo u ng 
peo p l e, a l l  of w h o m  h ave b i g  d e s i res  to s e rve . With 
"G l o r ify i n g  God" a s  our  foc u s, eve ryo n e  was g iven 
s pecif ic  job accord i ng to t h e i r  G o d  g ive n  g ifts .  
N o body wa nted to ta ke t h e  l e a d  so I too k  o n  the 
ta s k  of be ing the coord i n ator, and re m i n d e d  t h e m  
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to g ive t h e i r  age n d a  to m e .  And t h i s  i s  what I h ave 
observed : 

Each  o n e  was ass igned a specif ic wo rk to 
d o, but  to my a m a ze m e nt, some ca n effi c ient ly 
m u lt i -ta s k .  One was i n -c h a rge of p ray ing n ot o n ly 
fo r m e m b e rs of t h e  core gro u p, but  a l l  the  
fe l l owsh i ps a s  we l l .  The l atte r  we re req u ested to 
foc u s  t h e i r  w h o l e  m o nth ' s  p rogra m towa rd s o u r  
t h e m e, a n d  m ost i m p o rta nt o f  a l l , t o  i n corporate 
t h i s  c h u rc h  eve nt in t h e i r  d a i ly p raye rs . We a l l  
k n ow that  " P raye r" i s  o u r  best too l/weapon a s  we 
pet it i o n  o u r  n e e d s  to o u r  h e ave n l y Fat h e r. 
Ce l e b rati o n  was set o n  M a rch 1 2-13 ,  20 1 1 .  As we 
we re p l a n n i ng, eve ryt h i ng seemed wo rk ing as  
p l a n n e d .  With the u n a n i m o u s  s u p po rt of  our  
e l d e rs, co u n c i l  m e m b e rs and of  co u rse c h u rch 
m e m bers, eve ryt h i n g  we nt on s m oot h l y. F rom o u r  
s p i r itu a l  t o  p hys ica l n eeds,  t h e  cho ices o f  t h e  
ve n u e, food,  d eco r, sou n d ,  v id eo, souve n i r, raffl es, 
reg ist rat i o n s, p h otogra p h e rs, t ra ns p o rtat io ns, 
i nvitat i o n s, d o c u m e ntat ions, we lcome a n d  send 
off pa rty, th a n k  yo u ca rd s, u s h e rs, p rogra m and 
e m cees.  Al l t h ese we re ca refu l ly ca rr ied out .  M a ny 
t h a n ks to eve ryon e  who wo rked so h a rd fo r t h i s  
eve nt .  

2 : 30 P. M . ,  Fr id ay, M a rch 1 1, 201 1 :  W h i l e  I 
wa s a tte n d i ng a c l a ss, my s ister gave m e  a ca l l  to 
re port that  J a p a n  was h it by a n  e a rt h q u a ke with a 
R i chter sca l e  of 8 . 9 .  R ight away, I re ported t h i s  to 



my tea c h e r  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  c lass .  M y  tea c h e r  
t h e n  a s ked," Do yo u t h i n k  t h e  co m i ng o f  t h e  Lo rd is  
n e a r?"  I a n swered,  "Yes," b u t  in  my m i n d I was 
m o re worr ied a bout  our ce l e b rat ion fo r t h e  n ext 
two d ays . I a s ked myse lf, "Wi l l  t h e  ce l e b rat ion p u s h  
t h ro u g h ? "  I t h e n  p rayed,  " Lo rd ,  p l ease h e l p  u s ! ! !  
Yo u h ave b l essed o u r  Ch u rc h  fo r 95 yea rs .  What  i s  
two m o re d ays t o  Yo u ?" Th i n k i n g  t h at some fl ights 
m ay be ca nce l l ed ,  my fa ith  sta rted to fa lter. Th e n  I 
re m e m be red Psa l m  1 2 1, "Where does my h e l p  
comes fro m ?  My h e l p  co mes fro m t h e  Lord, t h e  
M a ke r  o f  h e ave n a n d  ea rth  . . .  " 

W h o  a re we g l o rify ing?  Our  a n cesto rs ? 
O u r  c h u rc h ?  I f  t h e  a n swer i s  "G O D", t h e n  why 
wo rry? H e  is  in  co m m a n d ,  H e  is  the creato r of a l l , 
H e  s h a l l  p rese rve u s  fro m t h i s  t i m e  fo rth a n d  
fo reve r m o re .  I was a s h a m e d  of myse lf  a n d  to l d  
myself, "Yo u  o f  l itt l e  fa ith ,  w h y  a re yo u s h a ke n  b y  a 
q u a ke ?  " 

The d ay ca m e  w h e n  we h a d  to meet o u r  
o ut-of-town g u ests ! Someone was ta s ked t o  m e et 
P rofessor S h a n g  Qu a n ,  t h e  v i o l i n i st o n  F r i d ay 
M a rc h  1 1, 20 1 1 .  O n  Satu rd ay, it was my t u rn to 
fetch Rev. & M rs .  I s i d ro Co at 7 : 00A. M .  Anot h e r  
person w a s  ass igned t o  m eet Rev. P h i l i p  O n g  a t  
8 : 1 5A . M  a n d  Rev. & M rs .  P h i l i p  C o  at 8 :45A. M .  By 
7 : 00 A . M . , no p l a n e  h a s  a rrived fro m Ta c l o b a n d u e  
t o  h eavy ra i n  a n d  strong wi n d .  W h e n  I i n q u i red t h e  
i nfo rmat ion c l e rk, h e  to l d  m e  t h at it wi l l  be d e l ayed 
but n o  spec if ic t i m e  was g ive n .  So we wa ited u nt i l  
8 :00 A . M .  

Lo a n d  b e h o l d ! The PA syste m a n n o u nced 
t h e  a rr iva l of  t h e  f l ight fro m Ta c loba n .  As l u ggage 
was b e i n g  cl a i m e d ,  the p l a n e  of Rev. Ong a l so 
l a n d e d .  Is t h i s  pa rt of G o d ' s  p l a n ?  We h a d  
b rea kfa st togeth e r  a nd afte r 1 5  m i n utes, Rev. & 
M rs .  Co toget h e r  with Pasto r a n d  M rs .  E r ic  C h a n  
j o.i n ed u s .  Eve rybody e nj oyed t h e  hea rty b rea kfa st 
as we l l  as the fe l l ows h i p .  

T h e  n ight t i l l  dawn : After witness i ng t h e  
p resence o f  t h e  H o l y  Sp i r it i n  o u r  m i d st, w e  ca n see 
that  eve rybody e nj oyed t h e  n ight .  The m e l ody 
p l ayed by t h e  vi o l i n i st was s u perb ! The J oybe l l s  a n d  
So u l  Seachers p rese nted t h e i r  bea utifu l song 
n u m bers, and our  PCG S ' s  M a ri o n ette was j u st 

terr ifi c .  It m ight not be a n  eva nge l i ca l  service,  but  
t h e  m essage t h ey we re ex p ress i ng was a l l  a bout  
t h e  freedom we h ave t h ro u g h  t h e  l ove of Jesus  
Ch rist .  We a re n o  l o nge r e n s l aved to Sata n b u t  we 
a re saved & made free by Jesus '  l ove . 

That n ig ht, eve ry m e m be r  of CG C was a host 
a n d  n ot a g u est.  F u rt h e r m o re, we we re a l l  pa rt of 
o n e  b ig,  b ig  fa m i ly. A l though we tr ied o u r  best, 
t h e re we re m i n o r  d eta i l s  that  we re ove r looked,  
e .g . ,  fo rgett i ng t h at we h ave m e m bers with the 
sa m e  fi rst n a m es, m i d d l e  i n it ia ls ,  & fa m i ly n a m e s .  
O u r  Lo rd w a s  test i n g  o u r  i nte l l i ge n c e a n d  
ge n e ros ity. S i n ce s u c h  n a m e  was d rawn d u ri n g  t h e  
raffl es,  it was d e c i d e d  t o  l et b o t h  o f  t h e m  h ave t h e  
sa m e  pr ize .  

A l though w e  sta rted p ro m ptly as  p l a n n e d ,  
d i n n e r  wa s se rved 10 m i n utes l ate a n d  ca used 
some c h i l d re n  and sen ior  m e m b e rs to be a l itt l e  
h u ng ry. O u r  a po l og ies ! !  Eve ryt h i ng e l se w a s  t i m ed 
pe rfect ly. O u r  p rogra m e n d e d  at 9 : 3 5 P M  o n  my 
watc h .  

W h e n  I rea ched h o m e ,  I cou l d n 't sto p  
p ra i s i ng a n d  th a n k i ng o u r  Lo rd fo r H is b l ess i ng,  
wisd o m  & p rovi s i o n . Eve n t h e  fa m i l i es of t h e  
co m m ittee m e m bers we re h e l p i ng o u t  i n  t h e  food 
a rea,  at the regi strat i o n s  a n d  in u s h e ri ng .  I n deed,  
th is  i s  what we ca l l  a C h r ist i a n  Fa m i ly. 

S u n d ay m o r n i n g :  I t  was s h owe r ing w h e n  I 
wo ke u p  at a ro u n d  4 : 30A. M .  Aga i n ,  w h o m  d o  we 
ca l l ? ? ! !  O u r  Lo rd aga i n .  He is a lways ready to l i ste n 
to o u r  ca l l s .  The rest of t h e  day wa s j u st great .  To 
G o d  be t h e  g l o ry fo r g reat i s  H i s fa it hfu l n ess ! 

M o n day :  I t  was ra i n i ng cats a n d  d ogs a n d  I 
sa i d  to myse lf, "Wow ! ! !  W h at pe rfect t i m i n g  t h e  
w h o l e  ce l e b rat ion  was ! "  God k n ows what  we 
n e ed ! ! !  

The H o l y  S p i rit  convicted m e  to testify o n  
w h at h a p pe n e d  a n d  w h a t  H e  h a s  d o n e  fo r Ce b u  
G o s p e l  Ch u rc h  d u ri ng h e r  95'h a n n ive rsa ry. H e  is  
i n deed our  Faithful God and it i s  H is fa it hfu l n ess 
that s u sta i n s  o u r  b e l oved Ce b u  Gospe l  Ch u rc h .  
The refo re, w i t h  grateful hearts a n d  a s  Ch r ist ' s  o n e  
b ig  fa m i ly, l et u s  p ray that  a l l  t h ese b l ess i ngs m ay 
l ast a thousa n d  ge n e rat i o n s ! ! ! ! 
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團團自個領輔
山

一．敬畏上帝認識上帝

在 2008年 ， 職 業高爾夫球家 （Golfer)

Padraig Harrington得到英國公開賽和PGA的

冠軍． 記者 問他 甚麼推動力使 他 得勝呢？ 他

回答道， “怕 失 敗 是他的推 動力．” 對

Harrin gton來說，怕失敗使他 殷勤練習， 常常

到體育館去作健身運動．

錢言9: 10說 「敬畏耶和華是智慧的開

端，認識至聖者便是聰明。」敬畏是一切屬

靈智識和智慧的根基，是可敬可畏應尊重頌

讚順脹的。敬畏上帝使基督徒順服上帝的話

意 ，遠離惡事 ，行為正直，在世曰子 增多，

可見敬畏上帝使我們屬靈的智慧增長。

認識至聖者就是認識上帝。 怎樣認識上帝

呢？就是夭夭讀經祈禱和上帝有密切的關

像。 養成好的靈修習慣． 要養成這習慣，最

好是在清早起床後，世事 還沒有開始﹔如電

話，家 務，職業，生理等的工作 還沒有開始

的時候。 不要為自己訂了很高的目標如半點

鐘或一小時，應由小而大，如五分鐘、 十分

鐘漸漸增長。 持之有恆必會成功。 讀經使我

們認識上帝，祈禱使我們和祂有交通，吟詩

3贊美上帝結嘴唇的呆子。

二．愛主愛人

Carl J Printes作瑞典駐加拿大大使 多年， 在

他 99歲的生曰 ，被請到電視台受訪問。有人

問 他長壽且活出有用生命的祕訣． 他回答

道：「我凡事都有節制， 只有一個例外， 就是

照聖經說要愛上帝咱獨一的真神， 而且要愛

人如己， 可以過度沒有限制． 」他是一位愛

主愛人的長者．

馬太福音22:35-40說，「內中有一個人是

律法師， 要試探耶穌， 就 問他 說， 夫子， 律法

上的誡命， 那一樣是最大的呢？耶穌對他說，
你要盡心， 盡性， 盡意， 愛主你的上帝． 這是

誡命中的第一， 且是最大的． 其次也相傲，
就是要愛人如己． 這兩條誡命， 是律法和先

生口一切道理的總綱． 」基督徒愛主要將一切，
無論是才幹， 金錢， 時間都獻上． 羅12: 1 

說，「所以弟兄們， 我以上帝的慈悲勸你們，
將身體 獻上， 當作活祭， 是聖潔的， 走上帝
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所喜悅的． 你們如此事奉， 乃 是理所當然

的． 」其次是愛人如己． 以色列人的律法共

61 3條，248條是正面，3651'呆是負面的． 又分

為主要的和次要的． 因此我們愛主要超過愛

自己． 愛人要好像 愛自己．

三．講道，聽道，行道

雅各書l : 22說， 「 只是你們要行道， 不要

單單聽道，自己欺哄自己． 」簡單的說就是聽

道而不行道就是欺騙自己．

馬太福音23: 1-3說， 「那時，耶穌對眾人

和門徒講論說， 文士和法利賽人，坐在摩西

的位上． 凡他們所吩咐你們的，你們 都要謹

守，遵行． 但不要效法他們的行為． 」

有一位 傳道者名Stephen Grellet. 有一 次

他心中有很大的負擔． 同時，聖靈也帶領他

要到一個採木公司的工場傳福音． 到了工場

才發現工場沒有一個人． 可是聖靈感‘動他必

要講道． 他在工場的餐廳講道． 他心中成覺

只有房屋牆壁的回音和四園高樹的聳動．

幾年後，在一個幽暗的晚上，他慢慢地行

到倫敦橋要過橋﹔突然被一個 人攔阻說，

「 我多 年在找你 ，現在找到 了 ． 」Grellet

說，「可能你找錯了人． 」那人說，「不！那天

我回到工場去拿一個木錯， 因為我們忘記帶

去． 我聽到有人的聲音，我從木材堆看到你

站著講道． 聽後我認罪悔改接受主耶穌做我

的救主． 以後我帶領多人來信耶穌，進入天

國． 」

Grell et忠心講道實在是一位忠心的傳道人，

而那人聽道行道是一位聽道行道的好榜樣．

’，先

四．作主的僕人

在馬太福音20: 25-28說， 「耶穌叫了他們

來說， 你們知道外邦人有君王為主治理他們，

有大臣操權管束他們． 只是在你們中悶不 可

這樣． 你們中間誰願為大，就必作你們的用

人． 誰願為首的，就必作你們的僕人． 正如人

子來不是要受人的服事，乃是要服事人﹔並

且要捨命作多人的贖價． 」這就是信主的領

袖和世界領袖的分別．

約翰三書有二個作主僕人的模範，就是：
1.盜益按著真理來行． 他，接待作客旅的弟

兄． 特別是初期教會巡迴的傳道． 還有

2.i直走乏行善有眾人給他作見證． 又有真

理作他的見證，使徒約翰和他的同工也

作他的見證．

另外一個是在教會好為首的是益盤，不接

待使徒約翰和同工． 有人要接待就把他開除

趕出去，是教會的獨裁者，是屬靈領袖的警

誡．

Polycarp是主主全教會的主教. 86歲的時

被羅馬的巡撫捉拿，要掛在木柱用火燒死．

但 只 要Polycarp否認主耶穌，就要放他走．
Polycarp對巡撫說， 「這86年來， 祂未曾傷

害我，惡待我，祂是我的救主，－我的王． 」就

從容殉道. Polγcarp是主忠心良善的僕人．

在教會慶祝95週年慶典的時候，我們大家

來切實彼此相愛，互相勉勵大家敬畏上帝認

識上帝． 愛主愛人，講道聽道行道作主忠心

良善的僕人！
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JESUS: THE FOUNDER 
OF THE CHURCH 

Rev. Stewart A Young 

Perhaps to J e n n ife r, Rory a n d  Phoebe, 

the i r  father  B i l l  i s  j u st an ord i n a ry lovi ng dad .  But 

for u s  a n d  for the rest of the wor ld ,  the i r  dad B i l l  

Gates i s  one o f  the  r ichest peop le  i n  t h e  wor ld  

and the  lege n d a ry co- fou nder  of M icrosoft 

Corporat io n .  I n  a s i m i l a r  way, whenever we a s  

Ch ri st i ans  th i n k  o f  o u r  Lo rd Je su s  Chr ist, t he  

cha nces a re we  wou l d  th i n k  of H i m  i n  persona l  

and  i nt i mate terms .  Fo r  i n sta nce, we  often see 

Ch r ist as  our Savior, o u r  Lord, o u r  F riend ,  o u r  

H e l per  a nd s o  fort h .  I n  one  sense i t  i s  true that 

Ch r ist i s  a l l  these beca use He loves us  and i s  very 

c lose to us .  Yet, i n  a nothe r  sense, Ch ri st is much  

more than  that .  Among the n u merous  th i ngs 

that Jesus  i s  i nc l udes the fact that He i s  a l so the  

fou nder  and  the  leader  of  the  Ch u rc h .  Ou r  sa me 

Lord whom we sha re a spec ia l re lat ionsh i p  i s  a l so 

i nvo lved in someth i ng m uch  l a rger  w h i c h  

i nvo lves t h e  e nt i rety o f  Ch r istendom s i nce its 

begi n n i ng more tha n two m i l l e n n i u m  ago. 

The fi rst ment ion of the word "ch u rch" 

occu rred i n  M atthew 16 :  18 when J esus  sa id , "---
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upon this rock, I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. " Although 

th is  passage of Scri ptu re has  been the s u bject to 

m uch debate between  the Protesta nts a n d  the 

Rom a n  Catho l ics rega rd i ng whom the "rock" 

J esus  was referr i ng to - whether  it i s  Pete r or 

Ch r ist h i mse lf. In  short, the more b ib l i ca l  v iew 

affi rms that J esus  Ch r ist I S  i ndeed "the so l id  

Rock" i n  wh ich  Peter had  p l aced h i s  trust on  as  

we l l  a s  the fou ndat ion i n  wh ich  the  Ch u rch is  to 

be b u i lt o n .  Th i s  i nterpretat ion  is cruc ia l s i nce no 

i m perfect morta l ca n ever logica l ly be q u a l ifi ed 

as t he  fo u n d e r  of a d iv i ne  a n d  s p i r i tu a l  

i n st itut i on .  Moreover, th i s  u ndersta n d i ng i s  

more cons i stent with other  scr i ptu res that a lso 

i n d icated that Jesus  i s  the sou rce a n d  the 

cornerstone  of the Ch u rch ( Ps .  1 18 :  22 ;  M att . 2 1 :  

42; E p h .  2 :  20 - 22 ) .  

So, i f  J esus  i s  the founder  a n d  cornerstone 

of  the  Ch u rch ,  what then  is  the Chu rch that he 

founded?  I t  i s  i nterest ing  to note that the term 

tra ns lated "Ch u rch" as  used in the or ig i n a l  G reek 



i s  ekklesia, which  l itera l ly means  "the  ca l l ed out 

ones" or  "a n assem bly or  gather ing  of  peop le  

(be l i evers of  Ch r ist)". I n  essence, the te rm 

"Ch u rch" as  used in the B ib l e  i m p l ies that it i s  a 

sp i r itu a l  com m u n ity or  fe l lowsh i p  of be l i evers 

from d i ffe rent backgrounds  bonded by the i r  

person a l  exper ience and  re l at ionsh i p  with Jesus  

Ch rist .  W i th  th i s  u ndersta n d i ng of  the  C h u rch ,  

we ca n see that it i s  a n  i nv is i b le  or  sp i ri tua l  e nt ity 

and  i s  not necessa r i ly  bound  by t ime  or  space 

s i nce the  Ch u rch  has  cont i n u a l ly bee n i n  

existence s i nce the t ime of the Apost les  u nt i l  the  

present i n  d iverse locations  th roughout the  

wor ld .  I t  i s  a l so a n  i nte rcon nected ent ity i n  the  

sense  that it i s  comprised of  d iffe rent peop les 

from a l l  wa l ks of l ife com i ng together  i n  Chr i st as  

the C h u rch to  honor  H im as the i r  centra l pu rpose 

( E p h .  2 :  19 - 22 ) .  There i s  no  need to conform to 

a ny part icu l a r  sets of cond it ions  in o rder  to be a 

b e l i eve r of Ch r i st a n d  to p a rt i c i pate t h e  

membersh i p  of H i s  Ch u rch  except that they 

be l i eve i n  H i m  a n d  ca l l  on  H is name  (J n .  3 :  16; 

Rom .  10 :  8 - 13 ) .  And most of a l l , it  a l so i m p l ies a 

degree of i nt imacy. Th is  i s  affi rmed by the  rea l ity 

that each i nd iv id u a l  member  of the Ch u rch  

sha res a vita l a n d  exc l u s ive re l at ionsh i p  with 

Ch r ist with i n  the  l a rger co l l ect ive body or 

com m u n ity of be l i evers (Jo h n  15:  1 - 17 ) .  

G iven the  natu re of  C h u rch as  a n  i nv is i b l e  

( s p i r i t u a l )  a n d  d e e p l y i n t e r c o n n e c t e d 

com m u n ity where its mem bers a l l  s ha re a n  

i nt imate a n d  dependent re l at ions h i p  with J esus  

Ch r ist as  its founder, wou l d  l i kewise assume the  

p reem i nence of  Ch r ist as  the  true leader  a n d  

head of H is Chu rch .  Th is  ass u m pt ion i s  cons i stent 

with the we l l -known meta phor  of the C h u rch  as 

the body of Ch ri st where its d ive rgent members 

a n d  fu nct ions  ( 1  Cor. 1 2 :  12  � 27 )  a re u n ited a n d  

subjected u nder  t h e  contro l  o f  Ch r ist w h o  se rves 

as its u n d isputed head ( E p h .  4: 15 - 16 ) .  S i m i l a r ly, 

the Apost le  Pa u l  on h i s  teach i ngs concern i ng the  

order  a n d  posit i on wit h i n  a ma rr iage re l at ionsh i p  

i s  expressed th rough t h e  meta phor  of Ch r ist a n d  

t h e  C h u rch ( E p h .  5 :  22  - 3 2 ) .  He re, Pa u l  uses the  

a n a l ogy of  Ch r ist ' s  a uthority a n d  leaders h i p  over 

the Chu rch  to u nderscore the husband ' s  ro l e  a s  

the  d iv ine ly  orda i ned leaders h i p  wit h i n  the  

context of  h i s  re lat ionsh i p  w i th  h i s  wife whom he  

loves .  

As  a resu lt of  rea l i z i ng the  u n ique  p l ace of 

Ch r ist in format ion a n d  conti n u i ng sup remacy 

over H is Ch u rch,  we ca n now bette r app rec iate a s  

we l l  a s  embrace a w ider  view of  who Jesus  Ch r ist 

i s .  H e  i s  i ndeed so m uch more than  we know H i m  

to be .  H e  i s  not j u st t h e  Savior, F r iend  a n d  Lord of 

o u r  persona l  l ives, He i s  a l so the  Savior, F r iend  

and Lord of  the C h u rc h .  Th i s  b roade r  awa reness 

of C h r i s t s h o u l d  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  n a r r o w  

perspect ive o f  w h o  J e s u s  rea l ly i s .  May t h i s  w ider  

v iew of  Ch r ist revo l ut ion ize and t ran sform o u r  

persona l  wa l k  with H i m  as i t  revita l i ze a n d  

refresh  ou r  re lat ions h i p  with a n d  o u r  serv ice to 

o u r  fe l l ow breth rens  wit h i n  o u r  c h u rches as it 

does in our m i n i str ies to our l oca l com m u n it ies  

and the  rest of the  wor ld  as  mem bers a n d  

rep resentatives o f  H i s  Ch u rch .  



THE GRACIOUS HAND OF Goo 
Ann Marie Su 

Last month ,  I had  a b lessed opportu n ity to v is it  Puerto Pri ncesa, Pa lawa n - the c leanest and  greenest 

c ity i n  the P h i l i pp i nes .  The pu rpose of the tr i p was two-fo ld : one  is to see the bea ut ifu l wonders God has  

made i n  that  p l ace;  a n d  two, to  vis it  the  Bata k (Aeta descenda nts) Tri be m i n i st ry of  a pastor friend i n  the  

m o u nta i n s  of  Pa lawa n .  

I was a b i t  re l u cta nt beca use that  wou l d  b e  m y  fi rst tr i p s i n ce I got s ick l ast 2008. N everthe less, I 

p rayed that the Lord wou l d  h e l p  a n d  susta i n  m e  th roughout the  t rave l wh ich  i nc l uded a 24-cross i ng  r iver u p  a 

12  km a lternate wa l k  th rough water a n d  l a n d .  

O u r  fl ight was l l a m  on  a Sunday. I thought it w a s  sti l l  go i ng  t o  be a t  1 1 :40, s o  I dec ided t o  h o l d  my 

Sunday School  c l a ss as  usua l .  Late r d i d  I rea l i ze that we had to rush to the a i rport because we were a l ready 

l ate .  But  I prayed and the Lord he l ped us  reach  the a i rport j u st i n  t ime to be the  l ast to check in .  Whew ! 

That was c lose, yet, He  p roved H i s  sovere ignty. Th i s  was the  1'1 evidence of H i s  h a n d  u pon  me .  

U pon a rr iv i ng  Puerto, we  headed for the  hote l .  There was  a p rob lem s i nce we  were a l ready 

sched u led for our city tou r  but  we d i d n 't have our l u nc h  yet . Aga in ,  I p rayed that the  va n wou l d  not a r rive 

yet . True enough,  we were told to ta ke ou r  t ime  s i n ce the other  peop le in the gro u p  were not ready yet . 

Afte r ta k ing  o u r  l ast b ite, the  phone ra ng and  they were outs ide  wa it ing .  That was the 2°d evidence .  
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We had a re lax ing afternoon,  

especia l ly s i nce it was not hot (good 

for me s i nce I h ave to avo id  s u n l ight)  

a s  we trave l led a round  the c ity . 

fe lt so favored - 3'd evidence .  



The fo l lowi ng day was the U nderground  R ive r Tou r. F rom o u r  Sam schedu le,  we were to ld to be 

ready by Ga rn - we did not l i ke the idea but had no choice.  We took a q u ick brea kfast and on we went.  I t  

was  a long d rive then the fe rry r ide and there we were - look ing  at the  magn ifi cent r ive r cave with  a l l  the  

fasci nat ing objects fo rmed by  the sta l act ites a n d  sta lagm ites over the  yea rs .  God is  awesomely amaz i ng ! On 

ou r  way back, I made  s u re to ta ke i n  a hea rty fi l l  of  fresh a i r. I saw a b ig  crowd at the  port who u nfort u n ate ly 

cou l d  not cross the waters a nymore beca use the w ind  was gett i ng st ronger a n d  beca me too r i sky for the tr i p .  

That was  why  we had  to  m a ke ou r  tou r  ear l i e r  as  p l a n ned . God knew it a n d  a rra nged it a l l  fo r us .  That  was 

the 4•h evidence .  

And s i nce we were ea r ly, the  tou r  gu ide  suggested we go u p  and see the  Ugong Cave wh ich was a 25-

m i n ute 75 m c l imb u p  th rough rocks, steep  l adders and ropes .  We had  to be gea red with  a h a rd hat and g loves .  

I t  was  a h a rd c l i m b  a n d  I was sweat ing  so m uch - I a l most lost my breath i ns ide .  But  I guess the  sea breeze I took 

i n  ea r l i e r  d u ri ng  the fe rry r ide he l ped a l ot - S'h evidence .  

When we reached 

the top,  the v iew was 

beaut ifu l .  But there was a 

catch ! We cou l d  go back 

down the sam e  way we 

went u p  or r ide the z i p l i ne  I' 
a 75m d rop then 350m s l i de  

to  the g ro u n d .  H av ing nocho ice a n d  be ing  my fi rst, I took  the  cha l l enge a n d  my heart a l m ost ca me out .  But  

I su rvived - G'h evidence .  

The t h i rd day was 

Honda  Bay ( i s l and  

hopp i ng)  Tou r. We went to 

t h ree d ifferent fi ne  wh ite 

sand  beaches .  I t  was a 

very hot d ay so I had  to 

wea r long  s l eeves a n d  

ca rry a n  um bre l l a  - ma k ing  me look l i ke a foo l ,  b u t  t h e n  i t ' s  better t o  obey t h a n  b e  sorry. W h e n  w e  were i n  

Snake I s l a nd ,  I wa nted t o  g o  t o  t h e  restroom after eat ing  b u t  was to l d  i t  was a bout  300m wa l k  u nder  the  

su n .  I dec ided to  wa it t i l l  the  next i s l and  s i nce there were better fac i l i t ies .  F i n a l ly, we had  to  go. Our  boat 

was pa rked so fa r - seemed l i ke m i les  away. But  upon  reach i ng  it, lo  a n d  beho ld ,  the restroom was r ight i n  

front o f  u s .  Wow, i s n 't t h e  Lord good?  He  saved me from wa l k i ng  ear l i e r  knowi ng  that I wi l l  sti l l  b e  go i ng  
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there soon - the th evidence .  

The Dos Pa lmas  Tou r  was o u r  l a st .  But as  p romised, I went  to v i s i t  the Bata k Tribe i n stead .  Go ing 

there was i ndeed a b lessed exper ience .  I t  made me rea l i ze that I a m  fa r more b l essed than m a ny peop le  - I 

do  not have p l enty but I a m  not i n  wa nt .  I left the  hotel at a bout 5 : 30 a m  and  reached Ca ra m ay at past 8 .  

By  9am,  we were on ou r  way sooner  as  I expected, a nd had  to  c ross the fi rst r ive r then on we went t i l l  we 

a rrived at the Bata k com m u n ity. 

Pr ior  to o u r  tr i p, I asked 

the Lord for fi ne  weather, 

mea n i ng to say, ne i ther  s u n ny 

nor  ra i ny. And that i s  exact ly 

what He gave . D u ri ng the who le  

t rave l ,  the c louds  were floati ng 

in the sky. Once we a rrived, the 

sun ca me out .  That 's the gth 

evidence .  

It  was  a very p l easant 

tr i p desp ite gett ing  wet every 

now a n d  then ,  ba l a nc ing  a mong the  rocks, res i st ing  the cu rrent a n d  fi n d i ng the perfect spot to cross over the 

waters . I d i d  not h ave to wa l k  m uch  s i nce the Lord grac ious ly p rovided a motorcyc le  fo r me to r ide o n  whi le  the 

others wa l ked beh i n d  - 91h evidence .  

U pon  a rriva l ,  there was not much  to expect. There were a few wooden structu res wh ich  were bas ica l ly 

em pty. It was p ract ica l ly q u i et s i nce there i s  no  e lectr ic ity i n  that p lace .  Late r d i d  I u ndersta nd  why I was 

req uested to br ing  an I nverte r (someth i ng that cou ld  conve rt 12v power to 220v e lectr ic ity ) .  F i na l ly, we heard 

m us ic  from the  open basketba l l  a rea as  the c h i l d ren  ca me out to p lay. I noticed most of them were th i n  a n d  

undernou rished s i nce the l a n d  ca n n ot p rod uce m uch beca u se o f  the  c l ay soi l a n d  they usua l ly feed on  ca n ned 

goods a n d  d ried fis h .  As I observed the i r  meager l ifesty le, I fe lt  so b lessed - 10th evidence .  
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their church their school their house 

I was so touched to know that majority of the com m u n ity have come to the sav ing knowledge of o u r  

Lord a n d  Savior  Jesus  Ch rist .  Tha n k  G o d  for the  u nwaver ing  fa ithfu l ness a n d  pass ion o f  the  pastor cou p le  w h o  

have u nse lfi sh ly a n d  lovi ng ly se rved i n  that com m u n ity fo r t h e  past twelve yea rs - desp ite havi ng five bouts with 

ma l a r i a .  At j u st the r ight t i me, I went on  a Wed nesday and was able to witness the i r p rayer meeti ng .  M a ny ca me 

and  the b ig gro u p  was l ate r d iv ided i nto 4 groups - fathers, mothers, teens  a nd ch i l d ren  - h a n d led by the  pastor 

cou p le  and two other  vo l u nteers .  I t  was i ndeed so encourag i n g !  This i s  the 1 1th evidence .  

Everyone had  to ret i re ea r ly s i nce there was not m uch  to do - no  e lectr ic ity, re mem ber? As  I lay on  the 

bam boo bed,  I cou l d  not see a nyt h i ng .  I t  was p i tch  b lack .  My  mind kept i m ag i n i ng  what if there was a w i ld  

a n i m a l  o r  a bad person com i ng . . . .  F i n a l ly I dozed off. I woke u p  to the  sou nd  of ra i n .  I was  begi n n i ng to worry 

a bout o u r  retu rn tr i p sched u led at 5 :30a m  so we cou l d  catch the  va n to the  city by 7 a m .  I wondered how we 

cou l d  cross the rive rs when it was sti l l  da rk .  We dec ided to leave at 6a m .  Pe rfect t im i ng beca use by then ,  the 

ra i n  stopped and the  sun  shone - 12th evidence - the Lord knows best. 

We h u rr ied and  got down in t ime .  I a rrived in the c ity at a bout 9am,  had brea kfast a n d  h eaded back to 

the hote l to pack u p  for the  tr i p back to Ceb u .  

A s  I l o o k  back, I cou ld  o n ly give tha n ks a n d  p ra ise t o  our  God for H is lovi ng  k i n dness a n d  i ndeed,  I cou l d  

say over a n d  over aga i n  ( as d id  Nehem iah  i n  N e h .  2 : 8 ) that . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TH E G RACIO U S  HAN D O F  GOD WAS 

UPON M E .  
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體總聽搗囑..

三月的菲律裳， 依然是4年光明媚的絕陶

天， 我λ人南半球的澳洲， 跨越赤道， 再次來到美

商的宿費長， 參勾宿每基督教合于3月12日拳舟的

建含g5周年感息反典。 感謝主的保守， 我于3月

1日中午，頂利到迷宿券團隊机坊 ， 牧！沛合同

James弟兄和他的母素在机場熱情迎接我， 并精

心均我安排好食宿。 就在車天， 剛剛待來日本強

烈地衷的新聞并沒有分散我均皮典悉心准各分寧

和演奏的心志， 反而更深信只有神的大愛和大能

方能拯救這小混孔的世界。 晚土睡前躺在床上，
靜靜思索持用英文分享見証的內容和用琴弦分亭

的旋律， 在每主的禱告材t看中進入步步。

第二天 3月12日是小重要的日子， 下午坐著
Jaines弟兄的丰前往皮典舍坊Grand Convention 

Centre， 看著周圍熟悉的街景和積朴的人群不斷
浦入眼，帝， 很快地說到述了合場． 就在營大的主

舍場內， 精美而巨大的晚合主題銀蹲在舞台背景
上， 皮出感恩的光芒， 同吋看到很多弟兄姊妹迋
在默默地均大含含場做准各， 特別看到堆教如山

的美品， 深感大家均主接土的衷心。

晚上7成半， 皮典晚舍正式升始， 而我的分寧
和演4年分均上下兩小部分。 事戳在主持人介紹之

后走向舞台中央之吋， 《唱哈利路亞贊美主》的

72 

伴奏音Jf-哨匙， 我內心頓吋升起討方能真神仰萃

的感劫一一一是祂的手在95年前在 這里特下福音

的神子， 建立起這座伶扮祂大能持大愛的殿堂，

造就了一代又一代的牧人， 拯救了一批又一批的

美魂， 結出了一差又一萃的碩果。 。 。 。 。 如

今， 這顆福音的大材正值根深，＋茂之隊， 在見証

了特近一小世紀的風風雨雨之后， 符合結出更丰

盛的呆子來。 “1l.贊美 的音符哨起”， “用盤弦

忌器贊美祂”， 這就是我要向祂獻上的感息， 是

祂用那奇妙的恩典使我JJ....軟弱愛玲堡妞， JJ....貧穿

斐均富足， 并在我身上成就祂的計划， 成均祂手

中的囂且。 在《獻上感恩》的終曲中， 我再次感

受到祂大愛的混灌， 用最哨亮的G大調和弦結束

了分享勾演奏， 而我內心卸深知感恩的心是不合

終止和桔竭的， 因J!只有懂得感恩才告清真正的

.t-lf-人生。

反典晚含在..息勾...尿的先氛.�圓滿結束。 再

次仰望那舞台中央晚合主題的大字， 格外醒目的

這是那兩小字“感恩”。 衷心祝愿神維續保守和

以宿售基督教舍， 位我們時信心勾盼望， 迎

接她100周年的更大皮典一一恩典！！

商泉2011年3月28日 寫于澳洲布里斯本
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http://www.cebugospelchurch.com/gospellight
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